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The Humble God – Philippians 2:1-11 

REFLECTIONS 

Last week Phil spoke about our Holy God, this week Noel spoke about our Humble God. 

Did anything from Noel’s message resonate/challenge/perplex you? 

Were there any areas that came to mind in which you need to seek greater humility? 

 

THE MINDSET OF CHRIST (V6-8) 

v6. Jesus was in very nature God. In nature he possessed all the qualities of the Holy God that you explored last 

week. He had at his disposal every possible power of God and all the qualities of God that could place him above 

all things…YET he made himself nothing. 

In what ways does your understanding of the Holy God enrich your understanding of these actions of Jesus? 

Does it raise any questions for you? 

 

If Jesus is fully God and fully human, what does it mean that he made himself nothing? 

Have you ever deliberately chosen to forego a particular right/position/privilege/advantage? Why did you? 

Was it difficult? 

 

Jesus was in very nature God but took on the very nature of a servant. 

What is the nature of a servant? 

Who was Jesus serving? (v8 “becoming obedient to death” gives us a good indication that he was not serving 

humanity but his Father…of course this had the flow on effect of serving humanity!) 

Jesus had a lot to say about serving.  

Unpack some of his teaching by looking through these passages: John 12:23-26; Matt 3:3-5; Luke 22:24-27; 

Matt 23:1-11; Luke 10:21; Mark 8:34-35 

 

Jesus was found in appearance as a man. An almost unbelievable action from the Holy God. 

Why do you think God chose to undertake the incarnation? 

Why is it good news for us? 
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So often people associate humility with an almost masochistic mindset that is consumed with self-depravity. 

This passage on the humility of Christ has his crucifixion as the pinnacle of his humility. 

Is the death of Christ supportive of this masochistic understanding of humility? 

Christ’s humility to the point of death on a cross is not about self-depravity at all. It is about the interests of 

others. Yes Jesus considered the sinfulness of humanity as he went to the cross but more than that he had in 

mind the interests of his Father… “not my will but yours”. God in all his holiness and wisdom said there was no 

other way and Jesus did not cling onto his rights or seek to exploit his advantage as God but gave of himself 

completely to serve his Father and therefore serve humanity. 

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM BEING UNITED WITH CHRIST (V1-5) 

Paul here uses the phrase “if any” as he list the possible catalysts for living humble lives. 

Is Paul expressing that such things may not be a part of the Christian experience? 

 

The catalyst for our own humble living is our life in Christ and his flawless example. Our attitude should be the 

same as Christ. Paul says that if we are in Christ then this is to characterise us…both corporately and individually. 

We are instructed in v2 of how we are to live together. We are to be like minded, have the same love, be one in 

spirit and purpose. 

Have you ever been part of a community like that? Share what made it great and how these qualities came 

into play. 

 

Communities like this only exist when individuals follow the next lot of instructions. 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition and vain conceit. 

Unpack these terms. What do they mean? What do they look like practically? Use examples. 

Consider others better than yourself. 

Is it possible to do this and still have a strong and healthy sense of self? Absolutely because it is not referring to 

a hierarchy of abilities, talents, wisdom etc. It is expressing our need to give greater consideration to others than 

to ourselves. Fleshed out in the next sentence: 

Each of you look not only to your own interests but the interests of others. 

We are allowed to and need to look to our own interest, however this comes pretty naturally to us! What is less 

natural to us is to look to the interests of others. 

Brainstorm some ways you can begin to shift this thinking? Come up with some goals/actions for this coming 

week. 


