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The Hidden God – Psalm 73 
REFLECTIONS 
What did you take away from Noel’s message on Sunday? 

Did it raise any questions? Discuss with your group. 

Were there any ways God was challenging you? 

 

GOD IS GOOD (V.1) 
God is good. We believe it, we declare it, we rejoice in it, and we place our trust in it. 

Share with each other the ways you have experienced the goodness of God. 

 

THE BIG BUT (V.2-14) 
Asaph (writer of Psalm 73) explains that his faith and trust in God and his goodness almost came unstuck 
because he was frustrated that the way of the wicked seemed like the ‘good life’ while the life of the 
pure in heart was characterised by struggle. God seemed to be hiding away and he was envious of their 
life. 

What are some of the things Asaph was envious of? 

Where have you seen the ‘wicked’ thriving? 

Have you experienced this envy for yourself? 

Noel explained what Asaph describes here as a “pebble in his shoe”. Do you relate to this description? 
How? 

In what ways have you sought to remove this pebble in your shoe? 

THE REALISATION (V.15-22) 
In v.2 Asaph says he ‘almost’ slipped and ‘nearly’ lost his foothold. He has a moment where his outlook 
shifted.  

What is that moment? What changes? 
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Asaph’s vision was on the temporary and not on the eternal. When he enters the sanctuary of God his 
focus is lifted beyond the temporary he sees the wicked’s final destiny. 

“His eye was fixed too much on one thing; he saw their present, and forgot their future, saw their 
outward display, and overlooked their soul’s discomfort.” Spurgeon 

 

THE RE-COMMITMENT (V. 23-28) 
In v.3 Asaph says that he envied the wicked. Envy comes from a place of dissatisfaction. In this part of 
the Psalm Asaph declares quite the opposite.  

How does he describe his satisfaction? 

What is it about God that satisfies Asaph? 

How does God satisfy you? 

 

Asaph acknowledges that his flesh and heart will fail. His view will not always be clearly seeing the things 
of God. God may again appear hidden. 

What potential “view blockers” stand in front of you? 

How can you seek to minimize these? 

 

God does not hide, God is not absent but at times our vision is simply clouded by things of this world. 
Like Asaph though we can be assured that God holds us by the hand and he guides us with his counsel. 
Even though we may not see it we can trust the goodness of God and take refuge in Him and find 
strength in His ways for it is good to be near God! 
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