Advent 2027

In the lead up to Christmas 2021, we will be looking at a number of passages from the Old Testament
prophets, which anticipate the coming of Jesus. This week, we explore a passage from Micah. This
passage is set in a turbulent period of history, when the people of God lived with the threat of invasion by
foreign forces, particularly as they were surrounded by countries who were militarily stronger and superior.
Face to face with danger, leaders who didn’t walk with God quickly forgot the stories of God’s faithfulness
and promises that God had given, of blessings for obedience, including military victory. (Deut 29:7,10).

Historically: the prophet Micah lived in the southern kingdom of Judah and actively prophesied from approx.
737 to 696 BC during the reigns of kings Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah of Judah. He was a contemporary of
Isaiah. At age of 25, King Hezekiah succeeded his father Ahaz and reigned from 715-687BC. He had lived
through the time when the northern kingdom of Israel had been overrun by Assyria (under the reign of Sargon
). In 722BC, the Israelite tribes were taken into exile. To ‘keep the wolf from the door’, Judah was paying a
punitive tax (ie ‘tribute’) to Assyria. At the same time, Egypt and Babylon had installed strong kings and were
growing in military might. Contrary to the advice of Isaiah (Is 30:1-2), Hezekiah entered into a military alliance
with Egypt. Finally, Hezekiah took a risk and withheld payment of tribute to Assyria — thinking that he could
rebel and that Egypt would support him. Sennacherib, who had succeeded his father as king of Assyria
in 705BC — retaliated, proceeding to march on Judah, overrunning and destroying key cities and, in 701BC,
staged an attack on Jerusalem. Only after a change of heart by Hezekiah, was Jerusalem spared.
When Sennacherib decisively defeated them in the plain of Eltekeh, a part of the coastal plain level
with Jerusalem, Hezekiah repented. Isaiah joined him in prayer and with Micah (Mic. 2:12-13; 7:8—
10) boldly predicted the city’s miraculous deliverance (2 Kgs 18:17-19:34; 2 Chr. 32:1-23).
Sennacherib boasted that he shut up Hezekiah as a prisoner in Jerusalem ‘like a bird in a cage’,
but implicitly admits his failure to take the city.*

GETTING STARTED: One of the names of God is Yahweh Sabaoth, which is alternatively translated as
the LORD Almighty or the LORD of Hosts (ie God of the armies of heaven). One of the reasons that we
do not have peace, is because we try to fight our own battles in our own strength, or we seek to use
ungodly means or allegiances, instead of first and foremostly asking God to intervene in the situation.
Steve used the example of panicking, when the girls were late home from school.
#® \What is one situation, where you've responded out of fear or anxiety, without firstly asking God?
#® Read the following verses. What do we have to do, if we want God to fight our battles for us?

Alas for those who go down to Egypt for help and who rely on horses, who trust in chariots because they
are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel or
consult the LORD! 2 Yet he too is wise and brings disaster; he does not call back his words, but will rise
against the house of the evildoers, and against the helpers of those who work iniquity. 2 The Egyptians are
human, and not God; their horses are flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD stretches out his hand, the
helper will stumble, and the one helped will fall, and they will all perish together. (Is 31:1-3)

Now | know that the LORD will help his anointed; he will answer him from his holy heaven with mighty
victories by his right hand. “ Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, but our pride is in the name
of the LORD our God. 8 They will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright. ° Give victory to the
king, O LORD; answer us when we call. (Ps 20:6-9)

READ: MICAH 5:1-5a
#® What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?

#® \What things did you take away from Steve’s sermon this week?

@ This passage starts with the word: “Now ...”. For Judah, the present reality was that while there
was a wall around Jerusalem, their capital city was being attacked by Assyria and their leader was
not merely subject to humiliation. Hezekiah was unable to defend himself, let alone the people of
Judah. The people were in the ‘heat of the battle’ and there didn’t seem to be any hope for them.
Yet Micah prophesies of a future hope, of a day when God’s rule would break in and bring peace.

#® |n times like pandemics and natural disasters, including bushfires and floods, we look to political
leaders for leadership and a way forward, out of the crisis. Read on the following verses:
| lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who
made heaven and earth. (Ps 121:1-2)
Then consider: the Psalmist tells us not to look to the horizon, expecting military help to save you.
Lift your eyes higher than that — and look to God for your help. How do you respond to that idea?
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#® What things are you dealing with, that sometimes feel like you are in a battle — without a way
forward? How has God been YOUR peace in this midst of this situation?

#® | ast year, Christianity Today started a podcast called ‘Prayer Amid Pandemic’, to remind the
church that we are not the first generation of believers to live through a pandemic — but also to hear
the prayers of believers across the globe, seeking God’s intervention in this situation. What things
have you been praying for, amidst the Coronavirus battle, over the last 2 years? How has God
answered your prayers?
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/podcasts/prayer-amid-pandemic/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/march-web-only/covid-19-coronavirus-20-prayers-to-pray-during-
pandemic.html

@ Seven hundred years after Hezekiah, a baby would be born in Bethlehem, in an insignificant village
compared to Jerusalem. Micah 5:2-5 is loaded with Biblical imagery. Mic 5:2 echoes 1 Sam 17:12,
which tells us that David was the son of a Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in Judah. There is
an expectation that another ‘David’ would come, “whose origin is from old, from ancient days”. In
one breath, there is mention of a baby being born and in another, the expectation that his people /
kindred would return from exile to the land. Smith writes:

“He will “stand” or establish himself as ruler in order to accomplish God’s plan. Like David his
ancient ancestor, he will shepherd God’s people by leading, protecting, and providing for their
needs (cf. 2 Sam. 5:2; 7:7). This will be possible because this ruler will get his strength from God
and rule by the sovereign authority of God’s name. ... this ruler will bring true security to the nation
(in contrast to their present distress because of Assyria), just as the original messianic prophecies
said (see 2 Sam. 7:10). His kingdom will be a universal rule, including all the nations of the earth
(see Ps. 2:8; 72:8). ... The universal and secure reign of the Messiah will result in a period of peace
(cf. also 4:1-4). Isaiah also saw this coming king as the “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).”

#® By contrast to Hezekiah, whose spiritual failure had brought war, turmoil and death to his people,
the Messiah is prophesied to be the one who brings peace. Reflect on the pictures in Mic 5:2-5 of
1/ a shepherd leading his flock; 2/ strength and majesty (king); 3/ greatness, to the end of the earth
(military might/ victory / notoriety); 4/ he will be their peace and they will live in security. Isaiah
draws similar pictures in Is 40:9-11. What expectations of a messiah did people have in Jesus’
time? Why might people have failed to identify Jesus, as the person who would fulfil this prophesy?

@ In Ezek 34, the prophet condemned Israel’'s leaders, as false shepherds who had failed to protect
and defend his people. God said “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep” and “I will set up over
them one shepherd, my servant David.” (Ezek 34:15,23). We immediately think of the pictures in
Psalm 23. When Jesus proclaimed that he was the ‘good shepherd’ (Jn 10:11), he claimed to fulfil
prophesies in both Micah and Ezekiel, but also promised to lay down his life for his sheep. Think
of a time when someone (eg a parent or sibling) protected, defended or saved you from danger.

#® Read John 10:11-18. How did Jesus, as ‘shepherd’, bring peace and security to his flock?

#® Read Col 1:19-22, Rom 5:1-2, Eph 2:3-4 and Matt 5:9. (below) In his letters, Paul wrote about
reconciliation and peace with God. In Eph 2, Paul wrote about Jesus being our peace, which breaks
down hostility and the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles. Our war with God should be over
and, as children of God we are called to be peacemakers in our world. (Matt 5:9) How are you an
agent of ‘peace’ and ‘shalom’, in your family, workplace, neighbourhood, etc?

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. And
you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly
body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him. (Col 1:19-
22)

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope
of sharing the glory of God. (Rom 5:1-2)

3But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 4 For
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us. (Eph 2:3-4)

°“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Matt 5:9)
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