
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2021      Series: Diving Deep / 1 John   Week 7: Deep Love 

 
Our sermon for Father’s Day focussed on ‘deep love’. In 1 Jn 3:1, we find the words: “See what love the 
Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.” In some versions 
we read the words “great love” and “lavished on us”. When we read through today’s passage, that love is 
not just verbalised, but physically demonstrated. For those who have fathers who are absent or abusive, 
and for those who do not have a ‘father figure’ in their lives, the picture of God ‘as father’ can be painful. 
However, even the best fathers will never be the ‘ideal’. Today, we see a picture of the way our ideal father, 
our heavenly father, shows his love for us and sets the standard for how we are to love others.   
GETTING STARTED: While preaching the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus challenged us to ‘ask’ God for 
what we need. (Matt 7:7-11) He reminded us that earthly fathers give us what we need and good gifts 
when we ask, but God does that even better. As Carly opened the service, she spoke of her dad being 
willing to sell a prized possession, to ensure her family could eat. What are some ways in which your ‘dad’ 
has demonstrated sacrificial and self-giving love to you?   
7 “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 
will be opened. 9 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10 Or if the 
child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 
READ: 1 JOHN 4:7-21   

 What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Steve’s sermon this week? 
 

 Today’s passage picks up from a comment made in 1 Jn 3:11: “this is the message that you have 
heard from the beginning, that you should love one another”. There are many “one another” 
commands through the New Testament, that tell us how we are to live together.    

 Read through 1 John 3:11-18. What additional things do you not about the command to “love one 
another” from these verses? 

 

 In 1 John 4:7-8, John notes that love is a family characteristic. ie those who know God and are 
born of God, naturally love others who share their common Father. In both 1 John 3 and 4, we see 
that love in action, is a critical litmus test of whether we are truly Christians or not. Eg “we know 
that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides 
in death” (1 Jn 3:14) “Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love.” (1 Jn 4:8)  

 What are some attributes of ‘love’ that you would expect to be present in any Christian community, 
including in your life group? How is that love expressed / lived out? Eg it’s not hard to be loving 
when people are getting on ok – but what about: when there is a conflict? Or when one person has 
chronic or significant personal needs? 
 

 I was recently listening to some podcasts on a website run by a monastic prayer group called The 
Order of the Mustard Seed.1 One couple spoke of their decision to join with a number of families 
and live out their Christian life in community. As they started to journey together, they realized that 
their automatic response, when they expected guests, was to race around the house, tidy up and 
hide the unfolded washing. However, in the context of community, they had people visiting 
(sometimes spontaneously) and sometimes living with them for extended periods of time. Showing 
love and hospitality became part of the rhythm of their life, rather something that they ‘planned’ for. 
They became less concerned with being ‘neat’ – and more focused on including / showing love to 
people in midst of ordinary activities of their daily life.    

 In the Message translation, Peterson takes Matthew 11:28-30 and talks about “When we are worn 
out and burned out trying to achieve everything in our own strength, Jesus invites us to learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace.”2 What are some of the things that are part of the natural rhythm of your 
week, where you actively seek to show love and care to others?  

 
1 https://www.orderofthemustardseed.com/podcasts/  
2 https://www.fixinghereyes.org/single-post/2017/10/04/unforced-rhythms-of-grace  
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 In 1 John 4:9, John talks about how God’s love is shown / revealed to us – especially in light of the 
fact that no one has ever seen God. (v12) If we can’t see God, then we really can’t get a good 
picture of what God’s love is like. God’s love was shown to us through the person and work of 
Jesus, living and ministering among us. But the supreme demonstration of God’s love, is the self-
giving and sacrificial work of Jesus, in dying for our sins, so that we can be reconciled to God. It 
also sets the standard of ‘how’ we should love each other.    

 As children, we learn how to relate, in the context of our families. We get our first understanding of 
‘love’ by experiencing the love of our parents and other significant people in our lives. Below is a 
‘Firefighters Prayer’. What does it say about the nature of love, especially ‘in the line of fire’?  
O God, You have given us the task of helping those in trouble and danger, of saving life and 
property. Help us to do our job well, to do it with pride and pleasure, for sometimes we risk our 
lives. When we think of the dangers and we remember those who gave their lives in facing them, 
help us to remember what Jesus said: ‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends’ We thank you for the mateship we enjoy. And for our loved ones who support 
us through it all. Lord Jesus, you alone are the Saviour of the World. Help, strengthen and protect 
us from danger as we seek to serve you, one another and the community that we may be ready to 
risk all in order to save others. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Who gave His own life that we 
may live forever with You. Amen.3 
 

 In 1 Jn 4:13-16, John talks about how God abides in us and also that we abide in him. These verses 
note the three tests whereby “we know that we live in God and God in us ‘because he has given 
us of his Spirit’ (13), and we know he has given us of his Spirit because we have come to 
‘acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God’ (15), and to live ‘in love’ (16).”4 There is a spiritual 
reality, that results in us acknowledging the truth of who God is and also impacts ‘how’ we love.  

 In Rom 8:9, we read: “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” If one of your friends has professed faith in 
Christ, but behaves in a way that is unloving (eg they are unwilling to forgive another Christian or 
they are harsh, vindictive and spiteful), what sort of things from this passage, would you talk about 
in a conversation with them?  
 

 “In v17 John makes the remarkable statement that a life inspired by God, a life shaped by this 
quality of Christian discipleship - such a life exhibits a love that is made complete (cf. 4:12, 18). 
The NIV misses an important connective with the foregoing verses: “By this love is made 
complete among us.” … Note that in verse 12 John refers to love being perfected in us. Now a 
different emphasis is apparent. God’s love is perfected not through our perception of it or our 
experience of it, but through our expression of it. God’s love reaches completion by the degree 
to which it is shared among us. Thus some have suggested that for completion to take place, 
John has a divine triangle in mind. … As C. H. Dodd wrote, “The energy of love discharges itself 
along lines which form a triangle, whose points are God, self, and neighbor.”5  

 Have you ever noticed these two aspects of how love is made complete/ perfect? (ie ‘in us’ and 
‘among us’) In what way does the expression of love in community, provide a catalyst and energy 
for love to grow? Think of a way that you and others have worked together, to express love in word 
and deed to others. How did that encourage others to do the same?  
 

 “The most immediate result of this perfect love is assurance: We will have boldness or confidence 
on the Day of Judgment. John refers to this boldness four times in his letter (2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14). 
… Experiencing and expressing the love of God so powerfully, knowing unequivocally that God-in-
Spirit resides in our lives, result in unbounded confidence as we approach the day when we meet 
God. We are not irreverent but assured, not flippant but forthright. … The principle John has in 
mind is the character of God’s love. “Perfect love drives out fear” (v. 18a). There can be no 
apprehensiveness or fear of God when we fully comprehend his love. Fear and love are mutually 
exclusive. To fear the character of God or to fear the final judgment paralyzes us. It destroys the 
perfection love offers (v18b).”6  

 Most of us feel apprehensive about the thought of dying. John here tells us not to fear meeting God 
face to face. How do you feel about the prospect of meeting God? Are you confident or fearful?  

 
3 http://www.emergencyministry.com.au/documents/MemorialServiceforRuralFirefighters.pdf 
4 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p166. 
5 Burge, G. M. (1996). Letters of John. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p189. 
6 Burge, G. M. (1996). Letters of John . Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p190. 
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