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Hi. This week, we start a 3 week series in the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes. Like Proverbs and Job, 
this is part of a genre called ‘wisdom literature’. In Eccl 1:1, the writer is identified as “the Teacher 
(Qoheleth), the son of David, king in Jerusalem”. This book is often attributed to King Solomon and the 
apparent wealth of the writer would support that. In other places, there are questions about the whether 
this is really Solomon or not. However, the identity of the author is not the key issue. This book comprises 
a reflection on the meaning of life. On one hand, the attitudes and comments of the writer are quite 
depressing, especially when saying that life, aspiration and hard work is ultimately meaningless and futile. 
However, the teacher shows us that we must ultimately look beyond the earthly realities, to find meaning. 
 
READ: ECCLESIASTES 1:1-11   
 What things stood out for you, from the sermon this week?  

    
 In Eccl 2:1, we read: “Vanity of vanities … all is vanity” or “Meaningless, meaningless … all is 

meaningless”. What activities do you find meaningless, futile and tedious? 
 

 To understand the book of Ecclesiastes, we must firstly recognise the place of the phrase “under 
the sun”. (Eccl 1:3) The sun provides us with the ability and light to see the realities of life on earth. 
What is plain to everyone is that there are inequalities between people, there is racism, some 
people are rich and some people live in extreme poverty (regardless of how hard they work), there 
is injustice, there are abuses of power and people who seem to be doing the right things, go through 
difficult times. These things are not disputed, but rather, scripture acknowledges these things exist. 
 

 Malcolm Forbes has been attributed with the saying, “He who dies with the most toys, wins”.1 There 
is an expectation that if we accumulate the most money, real estate, power, cars and other ‘stuff’, 
then we will be seen as the most successful people on earth. What was the writer getting at, with 
the comment: “What do people gain from all the toil at which they toil under the sun?” 
 

 In Ecclesiastes, the teacher talks about futility of merely aiming to secure a gain or profit in life. 
Consider the following words of Jesus. What additional insights do they provide? 
 
In Luke 12:13-21, we find the parable of the rich fool. In that parable, Jesus taught ““Take care! Be 
on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.” 
Matt 6:19-21: 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
Matt 6:24-26 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 

 Some people enjoy the study of genealogy / family history and making a record of their family tree. 
Yet, we often know little about the people who are forbears and what, if any, contribution they made 
to the world. TV programs like Who Do You Think You Are and Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery invite 
celebrities to relive their past and explore their history. What grim reminders do we get in Eccl 1:4 
and 11, about the fleetingness of life and our place in world history?  
  

 Verses such as Eccl 1:5-7 have been used as justification that the Bible doesn’t gel with science. 
(Verse 5 supposedly depicts the sun as rotating around the earth). Yet these verses also contradict 
any idea that there was a ‘flat earth’ with a description of the wind circling the earth. But what point 
is the write really making, by using these pictures from nature?   
 

 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/opinions/wp/2016/10/24/he-who-dies-with-the-most-toys-now-loses/ 
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 Marketers talk of there being a lot of ‘pent up demand’ caused by people being stuck at home 
during the Covid-19 lockdown. Colleagues have spoken about binging on Netflix while stuck at 
home. Then, on the long weekend, large numbers of people were eager to get out of the house 
and travel. What is it, that makes us get so easily bored with life, when things are routine and 
mundane, but also to have such a constant insatiable desire for new sights and sounds? (Eccl 1:8) 
 

 In the same way, there is a constant demand for new technology and gadgets. There is a desire 
for ‘new’ things and new ways of doing things – but also a rejection of conventional wisdom of older 
people, about the reasons for some practices. But then, when the recent bushfire were over, 
suddenly attention turned to indigenous people with expertise in ancient fire management 
practices, in order to learn from their ways, to more sustainably look after the bush by cool burning. 
What benefits can we gain, by listening to people from different age demographics, ethnic 
backgrounds and the opposite gender, about their perspectives on life? What is the weakness of 
always thinking that our ‘new ideas’ are necessarily the best way forward? (Eccl 1:9-10) 

 

 Phil highlighted that Ecclesiastes is written, to highlight what the world looks like from a human 
perspective, or “under the sun”. But this does not mean that the teacher did not believe that God 
existed or that there was a higher reality. In Isaiah 55, we find an invitation to an abundant life, to 
return to God, to eat at God’s table without having to pay for the food or drink, where God asks us 
“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which does 
not satisfy?” We are invited to look at the world from God’s perspective and adopt that worldview. 
God tells us: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” We are invited to live a life where we “shall go out in joy, and be led 
back in peace”, with nature joining in our joy and celebration, as we journey through life with God.  

 Phil referred to words from Ps 19, where – in the presence of God – all creation has a purpose. 
“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day 
pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.” What do these words tell us about the 
purpose of creation? 
 

 Phil commented that, with God, life is not just the ‘same old, same old’ because God is always 
doing something new. We have the new covenant in his blood, new life, a new heart, we are a new 
creation, we are being renewed by the Holy Spirit. Just as new life is bursting through, where the 
devastation of bushfire has been, God brings resurrection and new life into places where there is 
death, devastation and despair. What do the following verses tell us about the nature of God and 
what God wants to do, in the wilderness places in our hearts and in place of our failures? 

 
Is 43:18-19 “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do 
a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.” 
Rev 21:5 5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
Is 65:17 “For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. 

 

 In Phil 2:11-12, Paul tells us that, ultimately, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess, that 
Jesus is Lord. When Isaiah was standing in the temple and saw the Lord, the sights and sounds 
that he experienced left him in awe of the Living God. (Is 6) The Psalmist wrote of his deep desire 
for God. (Ps 42:1) In 1 Cor 2:9, we read: “But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”" Phil 
commented that what God has in store for us will be far beyond anything we’ll experience on earth 
and our senses will be saturated with the glory of God. Evangelical Christian faith is often expressed 
as a ‘cerebral’ thing, but we will ultimately know also know God experientially and with all our 
senses? What do you think of this idea? 

 
APPLICATION:  God invites us to live an abundant life, with our meaning and purpose found in a 
relationship with Him.  

 HEAD – What have you learnt from this study?  

 HEART – How do you feel about your life? Is your life meaning- full or meaning-less? 

 HANDS – Hold out your hands – and offer your life to God. Respond to his offer of new life for old. 


