
In This Family 
The things that don’t change even when everything else does. 

 
Hi Church, 
 
I pray God has been encouraging you and challenging you in this series as we 
consider what in means to be a Church family. What should it look like? How can 
we change to be the people God has called us to be? 
 
This week we are looking at Jesus’ command to serve. I often think of serving as 
just something I need to do, and I should always try and do more of it. Sitting in 
isolation with covid the past week has been a good reminder that serving God is not 
about busyness and having something to show for the effort we put in, but it is a 
heartfelt response, using the freedom Christ has given us, to build up our church 
and community in a way that shines the light of Jesus into some dark places.  
Jesus showed us best why we serve and how we serve when he knelt in the dirt 
and washed the grubby, calloused feet of His disciples.  
 
I pray you will use this study to see our call to serve others as a responsibility and 
privilege that Jesus Himself has empowered us to do. I look forward to hearing how 
these passages inspire you to continue to serve our risen Lord in our Church and 
our community.  
 
Steve Krimmer 
 
 
PRAY AND START WITH GOD STORIES 
 
The account of James and John in Mark 10: 35-45 shows they were each acutely 
aware of what they had each done in service and obedience to Jesus. However, 
their knowledge and appreciation of the service of others was clearly lacking. 
Spend some time sharing how you have either served or been served by someone 
in our church family in the past few weeks or months. How has God used the 
service of others, or your desire to serve, to build up our church family or wider 
community? 
 
Pray and reflect on Jesus’ words in Mark 10:45, that He, “did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”. 
 
 
VIDEO 
Watch this video together: https://youtu.be/p2cHiP2s7RM  
 
  



DISCUSSION: Mark 10:35-45 & Galatians 5:13-18 
• Read Mark 10:35-45 aloud 
• Discuss and reflect on the sermon/video? What did it teach you about God? 

What did it teach you about how we are to act as God’s people? 
• In what ways do we ask questions of God like James and John do in vs 37? 
• How does Jesus’ reply in v38-40 address James and John’s lack of humility? 
• Was the other ten disciple’s response (v41) to James and John’s request 

justified? 
• Flesh out what it means in practice to not just be a servant, but also a slave, 

as Jesus states in v43-45.  
• Read Galatians 5:13-18 aloud 
• What is something you can do this week to serve one another humbly in love 

(v13). 
 
PRACTICAL/WORKSHOP ACTIVITY 
As a group, think of one ministry or one area of service in our church family. It could 
be something someone in your group is currently involved in or it could be a 
ministry you are aware of (eg. Kids club on a Friday, library ministry, pastoral care 
etc). Share what happens in this ministry? What team of people is involved? How do 
they ‘do’ ministry?  
 
Reflecting on the two bible passages, how could this ministry be done in a way that: 

• Does not seek to serve one another humbly in love. (eg. How might James 
and John have approached this ministry)? 

• Does seek to be a servant (even a slave), loving our neighbours, being led by 
the Spirit? 

• Share if you have been challenged to serve, using your gifts, differently within 
our church or local community? What help or support from your group would 
assist you? 

• Pray for specific opportunities to serve in your church and wider community 
 
DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS 
Finish up each gathering with these two questions: 

• What is God saying to you? 
• This might be the thing that stood out and grabbed you as the group read 
• and discussed together. 
• What are you going to do about it? 
• One action that you can do as a step of faith and obedience before the group 
• gathers again. Sometimes this will require prayer for heart change. 

 
PRAYER 
Spend some time praying together. Feel free to share requests but aim to spend 
more time praying together than talking. Some possible prompts to pray: 

• For all the ministries and opportunities to serve both in our church family and 
the wider community. 

• For forgiveness for the times we or our church has sought personal praise or 
greatness over serving one another out of love. 

• That we will be constantly reminded of Jesus’ desire to serve and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.   

• For our new federal government and leaders as they serve our nation.  
• For those who might feel like they cannot serve in this family 


