
In This Family 
The things that don’t change even when everything else does. 

 
 
Hey everyone, 
 
So good to hear from Tendai this week, sharing on how we can wait expectantly and 
persevere through hard times. Hopefully his message and this resource is a blessing 
and a challenge to you and your group. 
 
Thanks for joining in with this series, I pray that it will be a blessing to you and your 
group as you think about, talk through, pray into, and seek to live out the ways, 
words, and works of Jesus together.  
 
It’s worth making time for each of the sections in this discussion guide, but be willing 
to give space for the Spirit to work in and through people in different ways. If you 
don’t get through everything but the interactions are valuable, that’s ok. Feel free to 
shift it the sections around wherever works best for your group! As always, dig into 
scripture using whatever resources you have at hand if that’s what your group needs. 
 
Steve 
 
 
 
PRAY AND START WITH GOD STORIES  
 
We want to be people who are becoming more and more attentive to what God is 
doing. We encourage you to start each week by sharing anything that has changed 
during the week because of what God spoke to you in LifeGroup or church the week 
before. 
 
You can also use this time to share any prayers you have seen answered or any 
ways you have seen God working since you last met.  
 
 
 
VIDEO  
Have a watch of this video together: https://youtu.be/8G_2YqbLpaI  
 
 
 
DISCUSSION  
Some questions to prompt discussion if needed: 

• Reflections or questions from the sermon/video? 
 

• What kind of suffering have you seen or experienced in connection to 
following Jesus? Or even just in general in our Christian family? 
 

• How can we help each other be patient in suffering? 
 

• Have you seen people persevering through suffering with hope? Share… 



 
• Jesus could return at any time. That’s a truth that Christians will usually 

acknowledge… but does it register deeply for you? What/how do you feel 
about that idea? When/where/how has it registered for you?  
 

• Are there things that you want Jesus to wait for before he returns? Are there 
things you want to do first? Are there things you need to sort out? 
 

• We are programmed by our culture to be impatient (microwave’s last 10sec, 
traffic light change, instant gratification) … how can we actively work against 
that? 
 

• Farmers know the value of what they plant, which helps them wait. There is 
satisfaction and encouragement in seeing plants grow. How could these two 
ideas help us to wait expectantly for Jesus’ return? 

 

PRACTICAL/WORKSHOP IDEAS  

• Cook something together that takes time (e.g. a loaf of bread) so you can 
smell it as you meet, have been part of creating it, and then share together as 
communion 
 

• Share when you’ve waited expectantly – what did it look and feel like to wait? 
 

o Does waiting for Jesus affect your life? What would you change if you 
knew that Jesus was coming next week?  

Tendai’s Homework: 

• Can you identify, reach out, and pray with someone who feels like they are 
suffering in the church and community as well? 
 

• Talk to someone outside of your generation 

-> We would also love it if you could take a photo of your group together and send it 
to church@springwoodbaptist.org.au  
 
 
 
DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS  
Finish up each gathering with these two questions:  

• What is God saying to you? 
 

• What are you going to do about it? 
 

 
PRAYER  
Spend some time praying together. Feel free to share requests but aim to spend 
more time praying together than talking. 
 


