
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2020           Series: James        Week 2: When Slow is a Virtue 

 
Last week, we looked at the idea of ‘practical wisdom’. The headings in our Bibles may indicate that James 
has shifted from this theme, onto a different theme of ‘hearing and doing the word’. However, in the second 
half of James 1, “the subject of wisdom is applied particularly to the area of speech ethics, reminding the 
readers that wisdom necessitates obedience (vv. 19–26).”1 In today’s passage, we find some teaching that 
is in common with Jesus’ teaching (eg Matt 7 / Sermon on the Mount), Wisdom literature (eg Prov 1:7) and 
prophetic literature (eg Micah 6:8; Ezek 33:30-33).  
 
GETTING STARTED: Think about the following comment:  

“let every person be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger … Most people behave as if the proverb 
were reversed - quick to speak and slow to listen! Credible Christian relationships require careful 
attention to others’ perspectives. However, “slow to speak” scarcely means “never speak,” for we must 
proclaim truth in many contexts.”2  
 In our Life Groups, there may be many different perspectives on a particular issue. What is 

something you have learnt or a different perspective you have been confronted with, by taking the 
time to listen to other people in your Life Group?  

 How can ‘listening’ and asking questions, be used to foster faith discussions with friends and 
colleagues? How can ‘listening’ to others, then open the door for us to share with them? 

 

READ: JAMES 1:19-27 
 
 Below is a framework for this passage from Craig Blomberg’s commentary on James. What is one 

comment that stands out for you?  
 
B. Wisdom in the Areas of Speech and Obedience (1:19–26) 

1. The Thesis Statement: Be Quick to Listen, Slow to Speak, Slow to Anger (v. 19). 
2. Christians Should Respond to God’s Word with Humility Rather Than Wrath (vv. 20–21). 

a. Christians should not be easily angered because anger does not usually enable them to live by 
God’s standards (v. 20). 

b. Christians should respond to God’s Word humbly as they recognize how it has worked in their 
lives in the past (v. 21). 

3. Christians Should Respond to God’s Word by Not Merely Listening to It but by Also Obeying It (vv. 
22–25). 
a. The topic sentence: Do not just hear the Word but do it, too (v. 22). 
b. People who only listen but do not obey are as ridiculous as those who fail to groom 

themselves even after careful self-observation in a mirror (vv. 23–24). 
c. People who do carefully study God’s Word and obey it are truly blessed (v. 25). 

4. Christians Should Respond to God’s Word with Careful Rather Than Rash Speech (v. 26). 
C. The “Have-Nots” and the Responsibility of the “Haves” as the Thesis of the Letter (v. 27). 

1. Social Action Is Epitomized by Helping the Most Helpless of This World (27a). 
2. Personal Morality Is Epitomized by Separation from the Sin of This World (v. 27b).3 

 
 Read the verses below from James and Ephesians, which mention ‘getting rid of’ or ‘putting off’ 

certain behaviours and speech patterns. Both James and the apostle Paul taught that both our 
speech and actions should be pure. How might bitterness and anger become the fuel that leads to 
sinful conduct? How do they undermine and even destroy Christian community? 

 
“human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all 
moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent” (James 1:20-21) 
“each of you must put off falsehood … 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, …. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice.” (Eph 4:25, 29, 31) 
3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or 
of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, 
foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can 
be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person - such a person is an idolater - has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. (Eph 5:3-5) 

 
1 Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James (Vol. 16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p80. 
2 Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James (Vol. 16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p85-86. 
3 Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James (Vol. 16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p84-85. 
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 James tells us to “humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you”. (Jas 1:21) Think 
for a moment about the picture of ‘planting’ a seed – and the expectation that it will grow into 
something that bears fruit. Jesus often used agricultural pictures in his preaching. Eg the vine (John 
15) and the parables of the sower, weeds/ wheat and mustard seed. (Matt 13) When Jesus 
explained the parable of the sower, he equated the ‘seed’ with ‘the word’. The quality of ‘the ground’ 
is integrally connected to how we receive the word and how much it ‘beds down’ in our lives. 
Anyone can ‘hear’ the word, but that does not mean that it will be absorbed into us. A seed should 
break open in our hearts, then its roots reach out to transform and change all parts of our lives. 

 
 What disciplines have you adopted, to help you learn, meditate on and reflect on Scripture, so that 

it ‘beds down’ in your life? Have you used Bible memorisation? Journaling?  
 

 The Bible Discovery Method uses four key questions: 
What does this story tell me about God? 
What does this story tell me about people (or myself)? 
If this is God's word for my life, how will I obey it? 
Who am I going to tell?4 

What do you do, as you listen to a sermon or read scripture, to keep note of the ‘action points’ that 
you need to obey? How do you keep yourself accountable to doing the things that you have been 
challenged about? Who do you tell, about what God is challenging you about? 

 
 Hans Christian Anderson is attributed with writing the children’s fable ‘The Emperor’s New Clothes’, 

which was first published in 1837. It is a story about a man who was deluded by his own pride and 
who only believed what a select group of people told him about himself. By contrast, James likens 
the ‘word’ to a ‘mirror’, which provides instant independent feedback about what we are like and 
what we need to do, to change. In James 1:24, James inferred that a person who doesn’t act on 
what he hears is ‘forgetful’, but in v22, he condemns it as a blatant act of self-deception. Which 
one is more true for you? (ie do you forget what has challenged you? Or do you self-justify/ refuse 
to admit that you have a problem in a particular area of your life?) Why do we have a tendency to 
think more highly of ourselves, our character, our motives and our behaviours? 

 

 In James 1:25, we can be tempted to think that James is talking about the Old Testament law or 
condoning some form of legalism, so “this verse is perhaps the thorniest theological problem in the 
entire book. The person who looks into “the perfect law that gives freedom” and then does not 
forget but acts upon this vision is blessed. … Jesus did not overturn the law of Moses; rather, he 
pierced to the heart of its intention, and in so doing elevated the law. … This is a law for which a 
purer (form) cannot be imagined. The perfect law, the word implanted and allowed to take root, is, 
then, the very teaching of Jesus. Stephen Carter says that law has only two functions: It makes 
you do what you do not want to do, and it prevents you from doing what you want to do. This is 
essentially the problem with Mosaic Law in the eyes of Jesus, James, and Paul. It is rigid, 
somewhat inflexible, and most significantly, external. It has little or no power to animate the heart.”5 
 

 Psalm 1 talks of the person who does not walk in step with sinners, but who meditates on the law 
of God, being like a tree, planted by a flowing stream and in all they do, they prosper/ flourish. This 
is not about a ‘prosperity gospel/ doctrine’. It is a picture of shalom and wellbeing, that is consistent 
with the blessing that comes from living a life that is obedient to God. (eg Deut 28) If you were to 
draw a picture of yourself – as a tree – what would that tree currently look like? Would it have plenty 
of life and fruit? Would it be lifeless, bent over and withered? Would there be shoots, promising 
new life? What connection or inference would you make (if any) between your current state and 
your attitude towards God/ his words in your life? 
 

 In James 1:26-27, James talks about the need to both 1/ keep a tight rein on our tongues and 2/ to 
be consciously caring for those who are most in need. Which of these is the biggest challenge for 
you at the moment? Why are these ‘fruit’ of an obedient life? 

 
APPLICATION:   

 HEAD – What have you learnt from the study this week?  

 HEART – What has challenged you, personally?  

 HANDS – What are you going to do about it this week? 

 
4 https://www.crossway.org.au/dbm/ 
https://www.crossway.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/discovery-bible-method.pdf 
5 Nystrom, D. P. (1997). James (p. 95). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 


