
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2020           Series: James        Week 3: No Room for Snobbery 

 
We continue to think about ‘practical wisdom’. To put James’ letter in context: he was writing to Jews who 
were scattered among the nations. (James 1:1) If you have ever lived overseas, you may have discovered 
a heightened sense of connection with Australians that you wouldn’t normally mix with, including bonding 
over Australia Day and ANZAC Day celebrations. Even those who have no interest in Rugby Union, have 
found ourselves watching the Bledisloe Cup and Rugby Championships - even if only to humour and rib 
UK and NZ colleagues when Australia was playing! We quickly gravitate to people who are ‘like us’. 
 
GETTING STARTED: In 1994, Hillsong Worship released a song called “People Just Like Us”. 1 On one 
hand, the words of this song anticipated that people of all racial backgrounds will stand before God. 
However, it also verbalised an unconscious bias, of what the kingdom of God – and the church - should 

look like: young, white, affluent and prosperous.    
In the second half of his letter to the Roman 
church, the apostle Paul addressed Jewish 
attitudes towards gentile converts, commanding 
that they “Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
(Rom 15:7) We all – consciously or sub 
consciously – rate other people and reject / 
accept others based on different criteria incl age, 
income, gender, ethnicity, skills, physical ability, 
mental ability, seniority and marital status.  

 Look at the picture2. If our biases feed 
into our mental image of what ‘church’ looks like 
– what are the things that you, either consciously 
or unconsciously, rate people on? What would a 

church look like, if we looked into what the Bible has to say about diversity and inclusion, then 
practiced that? What should be the ultimate outcome of ‘accepting one another’? (Rom 15:7) 

 
READ: JAMES 2:1-13 
 

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from the sermon this week? 
 

 In James 1:9-11, James introduced the theme of prioritising the poor, noting that the financially 
disadvantaged would be ‘raised up’, while the rich would ultimately ‘wither’ and die like flowers. 
Again, in James 2:5, we see the heart of God: “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him?” James told the church that the poor are a powerhouse of faith. 
These are the people who had learnt to trust God through trials which included being oppressed 
by the rich, such as being cheated, underpaid, and dragged into court. They had suffered the 
effects of bribery and corruption. In the face of human injustice, James was concerned that their 
faith should not waiver, encouraging them to look forward to a day when God will make things right. 
James wanted the church to see the poor through God’s eyes. As children of the king, they shared 
in his inheritance. No one should dishonour them or diminish their status in the kingdom of God.   

 For the person who was poor, to watch their oppressor being given ‘pride of place’ in the synagogue 
or house church, would be a ‘double blow’ to them. It wasn’t just a matter of discrimination. It was 
an act of both enabling and tacitly supporting the unjust behaviours of particular individuals, in 
return for their financial support and patronage. Both the rich oppressors – and (by association) 
people in the congregation - were ‘blaspheming’ God’s name by their actions. (James 2:7) What 
actions do you/ your family consciously take to work against unjust practices plus to support the 
poor, both locally and globally? What sort of organisations do you support? Do ‘fair trade’ and 
corporate ‘modern slavery policies’ affect how you spend your money? 

 
1 "People Just Like Us Lyrics." Lyrics.com. STANDS4 LLC, 2020. Web. 5 Sep. 2020. <https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/5214371/Darlene+Zschech>. 
“Every nation power and tongue Will bow down to Your name Every eye will see Every ear will hear Your name proclaimed … All over the world people just like us 
Are calling Your name Living in Your love All over the world people just like us Are following Jesus’. 
2 https://www.unconsciousbias.com.au/blog/unconscious-bias-in-the-workplace/  
https://www.projectimplicit.net/lectures.html 
https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resources/unconscious-bias  https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resources/state-science-unconscious-bias 

https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/5214371/Darlene+Zschech
https://www.unconsciousbias.com.au/blog/unconscious-bias-in-the-workplace/
https://www.projectimplicit.net/lectures.html
https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resources/unconscious-bias
https://diversity.ucsf.edu/resources/state-science-unconscious-bias
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 When Samuel was trying to make a choice, regarding which of Jesse’s sons to anoint as king, God 
spoke to him: “7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Sam 16:7) What does this verse tell us about how 
God views people? What did Phil mean when he said that “character trumps gifting, every time”? 
 

 Phil highlighted a number of Old Testament verses. What do these verses say about the nature 
and character of God? How should their words affect how we pray and how we relate to God?   

2 Chron 19:7 7 Now let the fear of the LORD be on you. Judge carefully, for with the LORD our God 
there is no injustice or partiality or bribery.” 
Deut 10:17 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 

 

 Through the Old Testament, we are warned against engaging in bribery and extortion. Below is a 
sample. Read through the following verses. Note that greed/ love of money is pivotal here. What 
are some of the outcomes of greed? How might, even a job / pay packet, be used by an employer 
to ‘buy’ the silence and complicit/ tacet involvement of an employee, in unjust and/ or illegal acts? 
At what point do we, as Christians need to draw the line and refuse to be involved in those acts?  

Deut 16:19 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
eyes of the wise and twists the words of the innocent. 
1 Sam 8:3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and 
accepted bribes and perverted justice. 
Eccl 7:7 Extortion turns a wise person into a fool, and a bribe corrupts the heart. 
1 Sam 12:3 Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD and his anointed. Whose 
ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed? 
From whose hand have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If I have done any of these 
things, I will make it right.” 
Is 1:23 Your rulers are rebels, partners with thieves; they all love bribes and chase after gifts. 
They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; the widow’s case does not come before them. 
Prov 29:4 By justice a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy for bribes tear it 
down. 

 

 In Matt 22:34-40, we read of an interaction where a Pharisee, who was an expert in the law, quizzed 
Jesus about which commandment was the greatest in the law. Jesus responded by pulling together 
two verses (Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18). He concluded that “All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.” In James 2:8-9, James pointed to Lev 19:18. His comment was that, 
when we show partiality, we are breaking the command to “love your neighbour as yourself”. He 
notes in James 2:10-11 that, while we might quickly jump to the conclusion that murder or adultery 
are really grievous sins, the act of ‘partiality’ is as much a sin in the sight of God, as bad as murder 
or adultery. Also, the failure to show love is also a sin.   

Deut 6:5 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 
Lev 19:18 18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love 
your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD. 
 

 This passage finishes with a mandate for us to show mercy, recognising that we are ultimately 
accountable to God for our actions. Read James 2:12-13, in light of Micah 6:8. How should walking 
humbly before God and fear of God, motivate us to live the sort of life that God expects of us?  
Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
James 2:12-13 12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives 
freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 

APPLICATION:   

 HEAD – What have you learnt from the study this week?  

 HEART – What has challenged you, personally?  

 HANDS – What are you going to do about it this week? 
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FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 
 
The following article about ‘Favouritism’ is taken from the Africa Bible Commentary.3 One of the challenges 
when we read Scripture, is that we may only ever read it through the lens of our own cultural perspective. 
One theological college lecturer challenged us to read Bible commentaries written from different 
perspectives, including from different ethnic backgrounds, to help us understand that other people might 
be reading Scripture with a different lens. As an example, he told us how he was challenged by the words 
of one Asian student, who, upon reading Matt 26:11 “The poor you will always have with you” commented 
that while ever there were people who enacted, supported, failed to act or kept quiet about systemic 
injustices, that poverty would be an ever-present reality in our world. As a white Australian male, from a 
middle-class background, he hadn’t considered that verse, from that perspective, before. We need to be 
listening to our brothers and sisters, who have different backgrounds, and allow God to teach us through 
what they have to share.  
 
As you read through this article, think about some of the unique issues that face some of our brothers and 
sisters in other parts of the world. Pray for them, in the particular challenges that they face in their cultural 
context. Take time to pray for church leaders and mission workers who see these issues play out in local 
churches and communities, plus who are seeking to make disciples in this cultural context.  
 
But also allow yourself to think of how these insights may be applicable to your own situation and the 
situations you face from day to day.  
 

 

 
3 Adeyemo, T. (General Editor) (2006) Africa Bible Commentary. ABC Editorial Board. Association of Evangelicals of Africa (AEA) (Nairobi, Kenya: Zondervan), 
p1537. 


