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In one theology class, our lecturer played the soundtrack of Puccini’s aria, “Nessun Dorma”. The point of 
the exercise was for us to close our eyes and just get lost in the moment and in the music. He commented 
that, for him, watching a cricket match was something where he got lost in the moment and lost track of 
time. We sometime forget that, as human beings, one of our limitations, is that we are ‘time-bound’. Our 
days and our nights give us a daily rhythm, to both work and sleep. By contrast, God is beyond and outside 
of time. Yet, the wise man in Eccleciastes 3, writes that God has set a sense of eternity in the hearts of 
human beings. We have an inate longing for something that is outside time – and we get a taste of that, 
when we are listening to good music or are watching a sporting match. We also yearn for a life that is free 
from pain, suffering, loss and injustice. Those longings are things that God has embedded in us all 

  
GETTING STARTED: Read the words of Eccl 3:9-15 below. The writer intimates that both work and 
pleasure are gifts from God. Yet, the temporal nature of those things, (“as long as they live”) is contrasted 
with the enduring nature of the works of God: “whatever God does endures forever”. Why do we need to 
have that sense of – and longing for – eternity, to provide us with a sense of perspective in life?  
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to everyone 
to be busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and 
future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I know 
that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they 
live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 14 I know that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 
this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already is; and God seeks out what has gone by. (NRSV) 
 
READ: HEBREWS 11:1-7, 13-16, 32-40   

 What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 
 

 Reflect on the definition of faith in Heb 11:1-3, In what ways are ‘confidence’ and ‘assurance’ a 
stark contrast with ‘wishful thinking’. What evidence of God and experiences of God, have helped 
you grow in your faith? 
 

 Phil highlighted Heb 1:3, that we “know” that God made the universe. At the same time science 
has not proven that God exists, but instead, shows that the existence of God is highly defensible. 
Phil used the example of investigating a Model T Ford: scientific investigation can verify the 
mechanics and properties of the creation, but cannot give us a rationale or evidence for the ‘who’ 
and ‘why’ behind this invention. Only by looking to history, can this information be found. In the 
same way, we cannot look to science to prove God and it is only by faith that we can please God.  

 What thoughts did you have about Phil’s illustration? If you have engaged in strong discussions 
with those who have sought to ‘disprove’ God, using scientific arguments, what points did those 
people make? Why is Christian thought often deemed to be ‘irrational’ or foolish? 

 

 In Heb 11:4-31, the writer lists out many Old Testament characters whose lives were noteworthy, 
because of their faith. There are many historical figures who have been brilliant thinkers, military 
strategists, orators and/ or inventive, but their names and their contribution to world history may 
have been forgotten.   

 Who is someone in your life, whose life has been marked by faith? How did they impact you and 
your faith journey? 
 

 Phil highlighted that these Old Testament ‘heroes’ were not ‘successful’ in and of themselves, but 
because of what God did ‘through’ them? The apostle Paul also highlights that not all of our works 
will have enduring worth. (1 Cor 3:5-15) Read Eph 2:10. (below) Jesus taught that, it is only as we 
abide in him, that we will bear much fruit. (Jn 15:1-8) Why is it important that we are open to listening 
to the Spirit, being filled with the Spirit and obedient to God’s prompting, on a day to day basis? 
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10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. (NIVUK) 

  

 Phil used the example of Martin Luther King, who was a man with great courage, oratory skill, 
organisational skill and motivation. On one hand, he had natural gifts and skills plus he had a 
passion to see injustice – particularly towards Afro-Americans - overthrown. But the key to his 
success, was his faith in and love for God. Phil posed the question: “to what degree am I trusting 
God and relying on him to supply?” He challenged us to daily strive to exhibit love and faith.   

 In what ways are you: 1/ seeking to develop the gifts and skills that God has given you? 2/ following 
through on the passions that God has placed on your heart, particularly re issues of injustice? 3/ 
seeking to demonstrate and enact both love and faith in your daily life; and 4/ trusting God and 
relying on Him to act, both in and through you, but also through others, including leaders, to bring 
forth justice? 
 

 Phil highlighted that, in Heb 11:13, there is an excursus, noting that all the people mentioned, had 
died without receiving what had been promised. In v16, they were still longing for a better country 
when they died. ie they went to their graves with their hopes still unsatisfied. There is the sense 
here that our lives on earth will ultimately not be completely satisfying – and that we need to be 
hanging out and yearning for a better life. Phil contrasted this with the big ‘retirement dreams’ that 
are idealised – eg of overseas holidays. He compared these to ‘tinsel’ which looks pretty when it is 
put on the Christmas tree, but which is vacuumed away and quickly becomes rubbish.   

 In the months after the 2013 fires, I walked through Queen Victoria Building which was beautifully 
decorated with Christmas decorations. I was challenged by the thought that we are so easily caught 
up with consumerism, but that these same goods, can so quickly turn to ash. Have you had a 
similar experience? Maybe it was the realisation that something you have longed for (and finally 
purchased), wasn’t all that you hoped for?  

 

 Read Heb 11:32-35a. These people experienced faith as ‘victory’. We all want to have a victorious 
Christian life whereby the same power that raised Jesus from the grave lives in us. (Rom 8:11) 
Reflect on the pictures that are in these verses and think of some stories through Scripture that 
provide the context for these images. In what ways has God used you, to do these sorts of things? 
 

 Read Heb 11:35b-38. These people experienced faith as ‘trial’. Throughout the world, there are 
many people who continue to be persecuted for their faith. If you have time, open up a website that 
advocates for persecuted Christians such as Voice of the Martyrs (http://www.vom.com.au) or 
Open Doors (https://www.opendoors.org.au/). Read one of the stories of a person living out their 
faith and the experiences that they have gone through, while seeking to be faithful to God. Pray for 
this person and their family.  
 

 Reflect on the words of Heb 11:39-12:1 (below). These verses link our stories that of the heroes of 
the faith in Scripture. Their faith is commended – but there is an expectation that our faith – and 
our acts of faith – will add to that catalogue of faith stories through history. We will sometimes 
experience faith as victory and we will sometimes, also, experience faith as trial. What season of 
faith are you in at the moment?    

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since 
God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin 
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, (NRSV)  
39-40 Not one of these people, even though their lives of faith were exemplary, got their hands on what was 
promised. God had a better plan for us: that their faith and our faith would come together to make one 
completed whole, their lives of faith not complete apart from ours. Do you see what this means - all these 
pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It means we’d better get on with it. 
(Message)  
39-40 All these won a glowing testimony to their faith, but they did not then and there receive the fulfilment 
of the promise. God had something better planned for our day, and it was not his plan that they should 
reach perfection without us.  Surrounded then as we are by these serried ranks of witnesses, let us strip 
off everything that hinders us, as well as the sin which dogs our feet, and let us run the race that we have 
to run with patience, our eyes fixed on Jesus the source and the goal of our faith. (J.B. Phillips) 

http://www.vom.com.au/
https://www.opendoors.org.au/

