
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2020          Series: The Land In Between   Week 1: When Children Are Struggling 

 
Earlier this year, ABC screened a series called Stateless, recounting the story of a German woman who 
inadvertently got caught in Australia’s immigration detention system in 2004. It highlighted two current 
issues: mental health and the plight of refugees. However, it also depicted how easily life can get derailed 
by our circumstances and we can become confused and confined by a situation we find ourselves in. We 
can struggle to get out of the situation and things become worse. Our dreams and vision can be lost and 
we can get caught up with frustration and complaints, knowing that this wasn’t the life that we wanted. 
 
GETTING STARTED: What was a time when you experienced your dreams being shattered? What 
happened? Do you have children (or siblings) that are struggling or have walked away from their faith? 
 

READ: LUKE 15:11-20   

 What did you learn from the sermon this week? What questions did you have?  
 

 This passage is the first half of the parable of the Prodigal Son. The son came to the father and 
asked for his inheritance. While living in the Middle East, Kenneth Bailey quizzed 100’s of Jews 
and Arabs about how they interpreted this. Their response was that the appropriate response of 
the father, would have been to beat his son, because the underlying message behind the request, 
was that the son wanted his father dead.1 The son wasn’t entitled to his father’s assets (including 
his land, cash and livestock). It would have been akin to us asking our parents for half of their 
superannuation balance (and life insurance value). The father would have known the character of 
his son – and the likelihood that their venture wasn’t going to turn out well. However, the father’s 
act of giving significant funds to his son – was both exceedingly generous and was an act of trust. 
 

  There are probably lots of question marks about the way the father responded in this story. How 
do you feel about the actions of this father? If you were in his shoes, how would you have 
responded? What words of wisdom would you have offered your son? (especially as you would not 
have contact with them for an extended period of time) 
 

 How do you feel about the actions of the son? How do you feel about the situation that he got 
himself into?  
 

 What was the turning point for the son?  
 

 How might the story have turned out differently, if the father’s parting words had been: “if you lose 
that money, don’t bother ever coming back here. You’ll never get another cent out of me.”?  
 

 Is there a time and place for parents to ‘change the locks’, to ensure that a child does not return to 
the house? ie: in what sort of circumstances would you make a conscious decision to prohibit them 
from returning to the family home? [You may want to consider situations where there are child 
protection issues, including domestic violence and substance abuse]. 
 

 The son in this story was in a situation where he was both homeless and destitute, but when he 
returned home, his father met him with open arms, even though his son was probably a very 
different person, as a result of his experiences. Homelessness is a significant issue in our society. 
A recent ABC article highlighted that lack of affordable housing, health issues (including mental 
health issues), marital breakdown and LGBTIQ stigma which has led to rejection by families, are 
some of the reasons why people end up homeless.2 What does the response of the father indicate, 
about the appropriate response of a parent, when a child returns home, even after experiencing 
failure and/ or going in a direction that a parent may not agree with? 

 

 Many Christians have used the words of Prov 22:6 as a promise, that if they were faithful to “Train 
up a child in the way he should go, [then when the child] is old he will not depart from it.” When a 
child has turned away from God, the parents have questioned how this could happen. However, 
Proverbs is part of a genre called Wisdom literature, which was found in many cultures in the 
Ancient Near East. The ‘wise sayings’ in Proverbs, are generally true. They are not meant to be 

 
1 Bailey, K. (1976) Poet & Peasant. (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm B Eerdmans Publishing Co), 162. 
2 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-03/nsw-homelessness-blamed-on-high-rental-costs-health-issues/11470472 
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taken as a iron-clad promise that every child of godly parents will return to faith, after they have a 
crisis of faith. They do though counsel parents, that it is their own responsibility to train their children 
and teach them about God – rather than expecting others to do that for us.   

 

 Read the two passages from Deut 6 and 11. (below) What actions and attributes of the parents, 
are involved, in transmitting faith from generation to generation?  
 

4 “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 And you must love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 6 And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these 
commands that I am giving you today. 7 Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them 
when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting 
up. 8 Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 9 Write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates. (Deut 6:4-9 NLT) 
18 “So commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these words of mine. Tie them to your hands and wear them 
on your forehead as reminders. 19 Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 20 Write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 so that as long as the sky remains above the earth, you 
and your children may flourish in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors. (Deut 11:18-21 NLT) 
 

 Ann reminded us that, in Ex 3, Moses (when confronted by God at the burning bush), was reticent 
about speaking for God and obeying God. He had to lead the people out of Egypt, into the 
wilderness to the promised land. God told him that he would go ahead of him, be with him and God 
gave him the words to say. Confronting Pharoah would prove to be a simple task, compared to 
leading the rabble that had become indoctrinated with idolatry while living in Egypt. Trusting and 
obeying God are like muscles that we need to exercise and strengthen on a daily basis. What is 
one way, this last week, where you’ve heard God’s word, trusted God and obeyed him? 
 

 During the sermon, Ann read from Numbers 11:4-15, 18-23. During Moses’ rant to God, Moses 
described the rabble as being akin to breastfeeding infants and he literally asked ‘do you want me 
to breast-feed them all the way to the promised land?’ (v12) Many nursing mums (and dads) know 
the feeling of feeding a newborn around the clock! Parents get exhausted when young children are 
very demanding. No wonder he was exhausted with their whinging and whining!    
 

 Did Moses’ complaint to God, indicate a lack of faith on his part? In what way is prayer – and asking 
God for help – an act of trust? 
 

 Read the following words from Eph 4:13-14. What does it mean to be ‘mature’ in our faith? We 
train our children to be ‘mature’ in the way they conduct themselves, speak and relate to others. 
How do we train children (from the time they are young to the time they are into adulthood) to 
become ‘mature’ in their faith and the way they trust God? Can (or should) we try to solve all their 
faith issues for them? 

 

13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be 
immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not 
be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. (Eph 4:13-14 NLT) 
 

 Read the words of Heb 12 (below). God uses his discipline – and seasons of pain - for our 
transformation. What comfort do these words provide us with, when we see our children struggling 
and dealing with pain? What insights do they provide about how to pray for our kids in these times? 

 

5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, 
“My child, don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 6 For 
the LORD disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.”  

7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever 
heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his 
children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9 Since we respected our 
earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our 
spirits, and live forever? 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew 
how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is 
enjoyable while it is happening - it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for 
those who are trained in this way. (Heb 12:5-11 NLT) 


