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Lasting fruit – Fruit of the Spirit 

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit 

(John 15:16) 

In John 13-17, Jesus highlights the relationships between the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Jesus wants us, as his disciples, to understand the very 
interdependent relationships within the Godhead. In turn, our 
relationship with God is absolutely critical to our fruitfulness. As we’re 
told in John 15:5, our “abiding” or “remaining” in him is essential for us 
being fruitful. If that relationship isn’t real, then we “can do nothing”.  
 
SHARE SOMETHING FROM YOUR LIFE 

 How have your past and present church experiences shaped your understanding of and attitude 
towards the Holy Spirit? How much do you consciously rely on the Holy Spirit in daily life? 

 
PRAY: Father, we want to know you more. Jesus, be present among us. Spirit, guide us in all truth. 
 

Read John 14:15-21; 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

In this week’s passages, Jesus teaches about the person and work of the Holy Spirit. In John 14:17-20, Jesus told 
the disciples that, even after he was crucified, resurrected, glorified and, seemingly absent, we would not be left 
alone. The Father and Son send the Spirit to live with us and in us (both individually and corporately). Jesus 
promised that “on that day, you will know that I am in my Father and that you are in me and that I am in you.” 
 
As Colin Kruse writes:  

“With the coming of the Counsellor, the exalted Jesus would make himself present to his disciples in the here and  
now. This is a reminder that the function of the Holy Spirit is not restricted to the bestowal of spiritual gifts, or the 
production of Christian character, but includes the creation of a sense of intimacy with Jesus himself as well.” 

 
The word translated in NIV as “counsellor” is parakletos which is a person who is “summoned, called to one's 
side, esp. called to one's aid”. It can have legal overtones, such as an advocate or counsel in a law court, or an 
intercessor or helper. There are four places in John 13-17 where Jesus uses this term, but in each place that he 
speaks of the work of the Spirit, the role is slightly different. What does Jesus say that the Spirit will do? 
 

 John 14:15-17 

 John 14:25-26 

 John 15:26-27 

 John 16:7-11 

 John 16:12-15 
 
Kruse comments that the Greek word “has been variously translated as ‘comforter’, ‘teacher’, ‘advocate’, 
‘counsellor’, ‘helper and ‘guide’ (but) none of these terms on its own satisfactorily represents all the functions.” 
 
It’s easy to think that the work of the Spirit is limited to his work in us. But Jesus teaches that the Spirit is alive 
and active in our world. 

 Which of the actions (above) reflect the work of the Spirit - 
o In our individual lives? 
o In and among us, as the body of Christ (not necessarily limited to one particular church)? 
o In our world? 
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Relationships are not without conditions. In John 14:15 and 23, Jesus said “If you love me, you will obey what I 
command” … “obey my teaching”. 

 Read John 12:49-50. Why does Jesus speak the message that he does? What is the result? 
 

 Compare this with 16:13-15. Where does the Spirit get his words from? What is the result? 
 

 In 15:27, what commandment is given?  
 
Compare this with Phil 2:12-18.  

“Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to 
act according to his good purpose. Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless 
and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe as you hold out the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor 
for nothing. But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, 
I am glad and rejoice with all of you.  So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.” 

 What imperatives does Paul give us here? What does Paul call the gospel? 

 

 What did Peter call the gospel in John 6:68? 

The word translated as ‘testify’ or ‘bear witness’ is “martyreō”, from which we get the word “martyr”. For the 
early Christians – and many Christians through the world today – testifying to Christ is a costly act, resulting in 
gaol, persecution or death. Scripture teaches us the content of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We need to “know the 
truth” (John 8:32) and also be mature in our thinking and understanding. (1 Cor 14:20)  

 Read Luke 12:11-12 and Luke 21:13-15. What does Jesus promise us? 

 How often do you ask God to give you words to speak? Has there been a time when the Spirit has given 
you words (or an image or passage of scripture) to help you minister to or share your faith with someone? 

 
Our sister Kath recently wrote about how – after sharing the good news, including showing the Jesus film – the 
word bore fruit in the lives of those who received the good news. In the cultural and religious context of the 
country she is in, it would be expected that there would be opposition or scepticism about the message she 
shared. Those listening acknowledged that the message was true and became followers of Jesus. 

 What attribute does Jesus say characterises the Spirit? (14:17, 15:26) 
 

 In John 12:37-48, Jesus laments that – despite all the miracles and teaching – people are spiritually blind 
and too hard-hearted to understand the message. In 14:17, why is it that the world can’t receive the 
Spirit of truth? 
 

 In 16:12, Jesus knew that the disciples were past saturation point and weren’t able to take in any more 
teaching. In 16:13-15, how would the Spirit continue Jesus work in the lives of those disciples (and in us?) 
 

 In 15:26, we read that “the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will bear witness about me”. 
Thinking about Kath’s experience, what is the Spirit doing in the lives of the people she is sharing with?  
 

 Not everyone who heard Jesus’ teaching, believed in him. Some were like human ‘brick walls’. Other 
people had receptive hearts and believed in him (even religious leaders, see 12:42). What do you think 
are the keys to fruitful faith-sharing?  

 
PRAY:  for the Spirit’s anointing and inspiration as we share our faith, opening the eyes of those we share with; 
 For the ministry of our mission partners through the globe 

For those who are in prison, subject to persecution, are fugitives and/ or alienated for their faith. 


