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Lasting fruit – Fruit of Resurrection 

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit 
(John 15:16) 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is critical and pivotal to our faith. In 1 Cor 15, 
Paul argued that if Christ has not been raised from the dead, then our 
faith and witness is futile and useless. Worse still, we’re still in our sins 
and those who have died, are eternally lost. But Paul also tells us that 
the resurrection of Jesus provides us certainty that we will be raised 
from the dead: 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own turn:  
Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  (1 Cor 15:22-23) 

 
In Jesus’ time, one group of Jews, called the Sadducees, believed that people don’t rise from the dead. (Mk 12:18, 
Acts 23:8; cf. 4:2) Donald Hagner comments that this belief impacted their practical philosophy of life, in that “If 
a man must be content with the present life alone, he is bound to capitalize on any present advantages he may 
enjoy.” In many ways, this philosophy of life is no different to what many people practice today. If this life is all 
there is, then we think we can do whatever we want and we don’t have to answer to anyone. 
 
SHARE SOMETHING FROM YOUR LIFE 

 When you get to 70, 80 or 90 years old, what do you hope to have achieved and accumulated? Do you 
have any particular thing on your ‘bucket list’? (There is no right or wrong answer. Many of us have 
aspirations – e.g. to have an overseas holiday or pay off the mortgage.)  

 Does the hope of resurrection make any difference to your priorities? 
 
Two Australian pastors, Ross Clifford and Phillip Johnson, reckon that Christians emphasise the significance of 
the cross of Christ, but often fail to understand that Jesus’s resurrection has massive repercussions on how we 
do life, both individually and as the church. They say that: 

“Jesus’s resurrection is the theological lynchpin for every aspect of our living, thinking and doing. … it is important 
for our understanding of who Jesus is. It also affects ethics, creation, human rights, spiritual growth, pastoral care 
and missions.” The Cross is Not Enough. Living as Witnesses of the Resurrection. 

 

Read John 21:1-17 

 
THE POWER OF GOD REVEALED IN OUR LIFE SITUATIONS 
Jesus’ miracles were, on one hand, evidence of who Jesus is: the Son of God and Messiah. But, as Jesus stood in 
the Synagogue and read from Is 61, he proclaimed that the anointing of the Spirit on his life, his preaching and 
work, was evidence that a new era was starting: “the year of God’s favour”, when healing, justice and freedom 
would become a reality. (Lk 4) In short, God’s power was breaking in to our world, overturning the effects of sin.   

 The disciples had seen Jesus alive on two previous occasions. Jesus had commissioned them (20:21) and 
given them his Spirit (20:22-23). Why do you think that 7 of the disciples chose to go fishing? Was it 
boredom? Being unable to sleep? Not knowing what to do next? Something else? 
 

 Some people criticise the disciples for their action. Was there anything inherently wrong about them 
going fishing (and doing something that was an ordinary part of their lives)?  

 
Read Luke 5:1-11.  

 What similarities are there between the account in John 21 and when Jesus called his first disciples? Was 
there something particularly special or spiritual about them leaving their nets? (Luke 5:10-11). 
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In John 21, we read about a futile night spent fishing. As the sun rose, the disciples had nothing to show for their 
work. What a waste! Ever since the curse in Gen 3:17-19, humans have experienced frustration of having to work 
hard and long hours – without necessarily seeing any significant tangible benefit or feeling satisfaction. 
 
In both Luke 5 and John 21, obedience to Jesus’ word resulted in a miracle of massive proportions. In the words 
of the apostle Paul, Jesus “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us”. (Eph 3:20) The disciples saw God at work in their workplace, blessing their labour with 
abundance and doing something that was beyond their wildest dreams.   

 In your workplace, school, uni, sporting team – is there a situation where you need God to intervene? A 
person who needs God’s love? A person who is antagonistic or hard to the gospel? If “the power of God” 
raised Jesus from the dead (Col 2:12), can you dare to pray for God to do the impossible in your situation? 

 
THE POWER OF GOD REVEALED IN OUR TESTIMONY AND WITNESS 
In the days before Jesus’ betrayal, Peter had been adamant that he would be faithful to Jesus, even to death. 
But, when faced with the possible consequences of ridicule and retribution, he - three times – denied he was a 
follower of Jesus. On a basic level, he’d shown a failure of nerve, to even stick up for and stay close to a friend 
who was being ‘framed’ by Jewish leaders. He’d lied to a number of people. He’d done the opposite of what he 
said he would do. And then, after watching as Jesus died a slow tortuous death, he and the rest of the disciples 
went into hiding.  
 
In John 21, we see a very intimate encounter between Peter and the risen Jesus. We see Jesus confront Peter’s 
sin and failure by questioning his love for him. Jesus asks him whether his love surpasses the love that the other 
disciples have for him. (21:15) The second time, Jesus asks whether that love is ‘real’. (21:16) The third time, 
Jesus asks him whether his love is deep – and whether he is emotionally invested in the relationship. (21:17)  

 In John 21:17, how does Peter respond to Jesus’ question? (Check a couple of translations of this verse. 
The emotional response is deeper than the NIV lets on). 

 
Read John 21:18-19.  
When standing by the fire in the high priest’s courtyard, Peter had tried to remain anonymous – and was clearly 
nervous about being recognised as a follower of Jesus.  (Jn 18:15-18, 25-27). It shouldn’t surprise us that Jesus, 
in today’s passage, questions whether Peter genuinely loves him. In 21:19&22, Jesus gives Peter a command: 
“follow me”. Jesus tells him at the outset that obeying this command will be costly. Peter is told that his 
discipleship and witness will culminate in martyrdom. 

 If you knew – for certain – that you would die a painful death, as a consequence of proclaiming the gospel 
and the Lordship of Christ, would you be willing to do it?  

 
By Acts 2:14-41, Peter was standing in front of a massive crowd, giving a full-on presentation of the gospel. It’s 
hard to believe that this is the same man, who now displays courage, eloquence and confidence. Peter preached 
that God had raised Jesus to life and poured out his Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:32-33) He challenged the crowd: 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom 
the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2: 37-39) 

 That day, some 3000 people came to faith and were baptised. How have you seen God work powerfully 
through your witness and testimony? What was the result? 

 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER – Paul prayed that we might really ‘get’ how massive the power of the Spirit is. The same 
strength of power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in us. Reflect then pray that that the Spirit might 
empower our lives and witness – and bring great fruit in our lives and the lives of those around us. 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted 
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, (Eph 1:17-20) 


