
Life Group guide for discussion of Nehemiah 3 
 
Introduction. God gave a task to Nehemiah: to rebuild the ruined walls of Jerusalem. This 
was God’s building program. In our time, God calls us to a task too. If we are Christians, God 
calls us to construct communities of Jesus’ disciples in all nations, where God’s presence can 
live in, among and through his people. 
 
Questions about Nehemiah 3. 
 

1. Before the group reads from the chapter, review the story of Nehemiah so far (in 
chapters 1 & 2). In particular, read 2:17-18, where Nehemiah motivates the Jewish 
people to work with him in rebuilding the walls. What inspired the people to 
respond so quickly, after the walls had lain in ruins for over 140 years? 
 

2. Nehemiah 3 presents a detailed list of people, locations and tasks as the re-
construction work began. Read aloud the first 8 verses, which are typical of the 
whole chapter. Don’t worry about correct pronunciation of names! 

 
3. What do you notice about the work of rebuilding? 

 
4. Do you see examples of commitment from these builders? What does it look like for 

us to be committed to God’s building program for our time? 
 

5. Do you see examples of unselfish love from these builders? What are some 
examples you can think of in our church family where unselfish love is shown? 

 
6. In what ways can you see the builders working together in teams? Are you part of a 

work team at SBC? What is needed for teams in our church to function effectively? 
 

7. The apostle Paul presents a vision for God’s building program today in Ephesians  
2:19-22. Read these verses (esp. 20-22). What would it mean for us, as a church, if 
we captured this vision of building a holy temple of communities of Jesus’ disciples 
among all nations, where God’s presence lives in, among and through God’s people?  

 
8. Has God spoken to you, through Nehemiah 3, about God’s building program for our 

time, and how you might work together with others? 


