
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 4, 2021      Series: Life Together   Week 1: Psalm 133 

 
In 1937, the German Gestapo shut down the Preachers’ Seminary at Finkenwalde – and as a result, 
Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer put pen to paper, to write his book, Life Together. At a time when 
political forces were rallying to silence the voice of Christian leaders, plus Christians were being alienated 
from each other, Bonhoeffer wrote of how important it is for Christians to acknowledge the absolute gift of 
having other Christians in our lives. As we live through a period of lockdown, it has been hard to be isolated 
from each other. At the same time, we get a taste of how important it is to stay connected and we yearn 
for a time when we are reunited. Take time to reflect on the Bonhoeffer’s words:  

“The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the 
believer. … The believer need not feel any shame when yearning for the physical presence of other 
Christians, as if one were still living too much in the flesh. …. It is easily forgotten that the community 
of Christians is a gift of grace from the kingdom of God, a gift that can be taken from us any day - 
that the time still separating us from the most profound loneliness may be brief indeed. Therefore, let 
those who until now have had the privilege of living a Christian life together with other Christians 
praise God’s grace from the bottom of their hearts. Let them thank God on their knees and realize: it 
is grace, nothing but grace, that we are still permitted to live in the community of Christians today…. 
Christian community means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. There is no 
Christian community that is more than this, and none that is less than this. Whether it be a brief, 
single encounter or the daily community of many years, Christian community is solely this. We belong 
to one another only through and in Jesus Christ.1  

GETTING STARTED: What is it, about Christian community, particularly about your Life Group, that you 
most appreciate and thank God for?  
 
READ: PSALM 133   

 What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 

 Walter Brueggemann summarises the passage as follows:  
“Psalm 133 is an eloquent affirmation of family or tribal solidarity. The structure of the poem 
consists in an opening affirmation (v. 1) and a conclusion (v. 3b) which enclose two metaphors. 
The opening line celebrates an experience. The conclusion identifies that experience as blessing. 
Only in the last statement does the name of Yahweh occur. Yahweh does nothing, but is 
acknowledged to be the hidden source of such well-being. But the reasoning is “from below,” from 
experience. The celebrated unity is articulated in two metaphors. First, unity is like “precious oil” 
(v. 2) which is a measure of extravagance and well-being (cf. Mark 14:3–9; Luke 7:46), of blessing 
beyond expectation. Second, the celebrated unity is like the dew (v. 3a) which is given miraculously 
and which gives life in an otherwise parched context (cf. Hos. 14:5).”2 

   
 There is an expectation that the people of God will live in harmony. To what extent is harmony / 

peace / ‘shalom’ a natural part of doing life together as Christians? And to what extent is it a 
‘discipline’, that needs to be worked on? Read Heb 12:14-15 in different translations. (below) What 
thoughts stand out from these verses?  
14 Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to 
it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springs up and causes 
trouble, and through it many become defiled. (NRSV) 
14 Continually pursue peace with everyone, and the sanctification without which no one will [ever] 
see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of God’s grace; that no root of resentment springs 
up and causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; (AMP) 
Work at getting along with each other and with God. Otherwise you’ll never get so much as a 
glimpse of God. Make sure no one gets left out of God’s generosity. Keep a sharp eye out for 
weeds of bitter discontent. A thistle or two gone to seed can ruin a whole garden in no 
time.  (Message) 

 Bonhoeffer had lived in a seminary – and there is no better place to learn the ‘challenges’ of living 
in Christian community – than to live in the close quarters of a seminary. If he’d had a young family 
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with him while living in a seminary – he would have discovered even more challenges. However, 
while we might ‘idealise’ what Christian community is – maybe our dreams aren’t the ‘real thing’.   
“serious Christians who are put in a community for the first time will often bring with them a very 
definite image of what Christian communal life … should be, and they will be anxious to realize it. 
But God’s grace quickly frustrates all such dreams. A great disillusionment with others, with 
Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with ourselves, is bound to overwhelm us as surely 
as God desires to lead us to an understanding of genuine Christian community. … Only that 
community which enters into the experience of this great disillusionment with all its unpleasant and 
evil appearances begins to be what it should be in God’s sight, begins to grasp in faith the promise 
that is given to it. The sooner this moment of disillusionment comes over the individual and the 
community, the better for both. … Every human idealized image that is brought into the Christian 
community is a hindrance to genuine community and must be broken up so that genuine community 
can survive. Those who love their dream of a Christian community more than the Christian 
community itself become destroyers of that Christian community even though their personal 
intentions may be ever so honest, earnest, and sacrificial.3  

 What are some times when you’ve been bitterly disappointed about your experience of Christian 
community? What expectations, hopes, dreams and aspirations did you ‘bring to the table’? What 
do you think was behind your disappointment? 

 

 One of the challenges of life together, is that we are all broken people – and as we go along – we 
realise how broken we are. In John 1, we read that 14 The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth..We may tend to forget that, when Jesus – who was perfect – came 
to live among us – he probably felt really frustrated at the brokenness of the people around him, 
but he was “full of grace and truth”. Being full of truth, he didn’t ignore the sin. But being full of 
grace, he responded with grace and mercy. These two things are essential for our life together.  

 As you do life with others – whether it be with your Life Group, as a family, with people at work, etc 
– which of these two aspects do you prioritise? Do you prioritise speaking the truth to others? Or 
being gracious in your dealings with them? How do you keep these two things in balance/ tension? 

 

 Bonhoeffer knew Christian community is not achiever by expecting Christians to be sinless as we 
live together on earth, rather, showing Christ’s love to each other, in the midst of our brokenness.  
“Because God already has laid the only foundation of our community, because God has united us 
in one body with other Christians in Jesus Christ long before we entered into common life with 
them, we enter into that life together with other Christians, not as those who make demands, but 
as those who thankfully receive. We thank God for what God has done for us. We thank God for 
giving us other Christians who live by God’s call, forgiveness, and promise. We do not complain 
about what God does not give us; rather we are thankful for what God does give us daily. And is 
not what has been given us enough: other believers who will go on living with us through sin and 
need under the blessing of God’s grace? Is the gift of God any less immeasureably great than this 
on any given day, even on the most difficult and distressing days of a Christian community? Even 
when sin and misunderstanding burden the common life, is not the one who sins still a person with 
whom I too stand under the word of Christ? Will not another Christian’s sin be an occasion for me 
ever anew to give thanks that both of us may live in the forgiving love of God in Jesus Christ? 
Therefore, will not the very moment of great disillusionment with my brother or sister be 
incomparably wholesome for me because it so thoroughly teaches me that both of us can never 
live by our own words and deeds, but only by that one Word and deed that really binds us together, 
the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ?”4   

 Reflect on the following verses. What do they say, about how to respond to each other’s failings?  
 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. (Eph 4:2-3) 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Eph 4:32) 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. (Matt 18:21-22) 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is 
good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. (Rom 12:9-10) 
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (1 Pet 4:8) 

 Take time to thank God for the gift of being able to do life together and for each other.  
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