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This week, the theme of the sermon and study is “Make a Statement”. In this passage, there are a number 
of ways that the participants made proclamations – and for different reasons.  
 
The last of the Old Testament prophets – Malachi – ministered around 420BC. So, when John the Baptist 
arrived on the scene, in early 1st Century AD, preaching repentance and the need to prepare for the arrival 
of the Kingdom of God, he was someone that people were willing to travel to hear. God’s voice had, largely, 
been silent over the past 400 years. For some – such as Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:22-38), the coming of 
the Messiah was something they longed and yearned for. They craved and prayed for the salvation of 
Israel and redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
GETTING STARTED: Most of us have something that we’re looking forward to: the next trip or holiday, 
the new car, the next big family celebration, wedding or birthday. What event or thing are you hanging out 
for? What amount of time and energy are you putting into the preparation for that? By comparison, what 
are you doing and how much energy to you put into preparing for the coming of the kingdom of God? 
 

READ: MATTHEW 3:1-17 
 
The first proclamation that we read, is that of John the Baptist, where he declared: “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” John announced the coming of the reign and rule of God.  
 
If we read this chapter quickly, we can miss the intricate details that Matthew records for us, even in the 
first four verses. John the Baptist started preaching in the wilderness of Judea and Matthew immediately 
links that with Is 40:3, seeing John and his ministry as a fulfilment of prophesy, as the person preparing 
“the way of the Lord”. The mere mention by Matthew of John’s clothing, tells us that John had the same 
dress sense as Elijah the prophet (2 Kings 1:8) and that John was most likely the ‘Elijah-figure’ that Malachi 
had said, would precede God’s return to Israel. (Mal 4:5)  
 

 Read Matt 3:5-6. What do we learn about the people who were drawn to John? If you have a map 
in your Bible, what sort of distance do you estimate that people had travelled, just to hear John 
preach? 

 

 What do you think was the ‘drawcard’ or primary motivating factor, that caused people to come and 
hear John preach?  
 

 
In Matt 3:6, we read that the people were baptised by John in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. In 
this verse we read about ways the Jewish people responded and made a statement. The people were 
publicly declaring what they had done wrong and were being baptised as a symbol that they were 
repenting, i.e. turning away, from their sins. The act of being baptised was, in and of itself, a public 
declaration of an intention to live differently. 
 

 There is something powerful about admitting, out loud, that we have failed and when we verbalise 
our intention to change the way we live. What was one situation, recently, where you had to admit 
to someone else, that you had either been wrong or made a mistake? How hard (or easy) was it to 
make that admission? How did you feel about that? 

 

We are probably safe in assuming that people who arrived to listen to John the Baptist, weren’t equipped 
with a change of clothes and didn’t have access to bathroom facilities on the shore of the river, to have a 
shower and get changed, after their baptism. If their clothes got wet and muddy in the process, they most 
likely had to wear those clothes all the way home. Although their clothes probably dried quickly in the 
Mediterranean heat, but they might have got some strange looks on the way home. They couldn’t just 
forget the experience in a hurry.  
 

 We can sometimes quickly forget a new year’s resolution or intention, if we don’t put a physical 
reminder in an obvious place or have someone to remind and prompt us of that pledge. Do you 
have a prayer partner or friend who regularly asks you how you are going, in some area of your 
life? What other ways do you have, to remind yourself of your new identity in Christ? 

 

The arrival of two groups of the Jewish religious elite – the Sadducees and Pharisees – got John riled up. 
The next statement that John made, was in judgement of these two groups of people. The Sadducees 
were a priestly group whose focus as temple administration and service. The Pharisees were known for 
their strict interpretation of Jewish law. Yet, John upbraided them because their lives were not consistent 
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with genuine repentance. While it’s easy to sit in judgement of these groups of people, many of them were 
people who genuinely believed that they were living to please God, by their strict adherence to laws.  
 

 John used the metaphor of “trees” bearing “fruit” and his message has much in common with the 
comments by Jesus, recorded in John 15, about the true vine, branches and bearing fruit. What is 
the “fruit” that John is specifically referring to? What are the “trees”? What is the implication of the 
comment about the “axe … lying at the root of the trees” and what is meant by the comment about 
the trees being cut down? 

 

In his next statement, John made some pertinent comments about the coming messiah.  
 Read Matt 3:11-12 again. What do these verses tell us about Jesus, including his identity and what 

things he was going to do on earth at that time and will do in the future? How did John describe his 
own ‘position’, as compared with that of Jesus, and his attitude/ posture to Jesus? 

 

When Jesus arrived to be baptised, John had one of those “well, this is awkward” moments. He recognised 
Jesus as the Messiah. Yet Jesus told John that he needed to continue doing the job he was doing – and 
that it was important, so that Jesus fulfilled “all righteousness”. John knew that Jesus had no sin to confess, 
but Jesus went through the baptism process nonetheless, in the same way as any person on that day was 
enacting their commitment to turn from sin and preparing for the coming kingdom of God. John had 
preached the imminent coming of the kingdom of God. The people had been preparing themselves for the 
coming of the kingdom of God. And now, both John and the people on the shore, had, at the centre of their 
attention, the coming king – standing in a river, waiting to be immersed and to rise again. In Rom 6:1-5, 
we read: 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means! 
How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

 In Rom 6:1-5, the apostle Paul makes the link between baptism and the death and resurrection of 
Christ. For many Christians, their adult baptism is a powerful memory and reminder of stepping 
into a new life in Christ. Who do you think gets the most benefit from a person being publicly 
baptised? Is it more beneficial for the church congregation to witness that act? Or is it more 
beneficial for the individual themselves, as a public witness and a kind of ‘rite of passage’? What 
(if anything) do you see as significant about you having been baptised? 

 

John had declared that, when Jesus came, he would baptise us with “the Holy Spirit and fire”. (Matt 3:11) 
Yet, at the moment of his own baptism, the Father rained down the Holy Spirit on the son, “like a dove”, 
descending and alighting on him. At that point, “the heavens were opened to him”. In the Lord’s prayer, 
Jesus would pray “your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”. In this moment, 
there is little distance between the two. 
 
After 400 years of silence, the prophet John made a statement, declaring the coming kingdom of God. As 
he stood in the middle of a river, dressed in unsightly and soggy camel hair clothing, the words of God are 
once again heard resounding on the earth, saying: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” (Matt 3:17) The Father declared that Jesus was the son of God. The Father declared his love 
for his son.  
 

 Look up the following verses. What do these verses tell us about God’s covenant love for and his 
relationship with his people? 
 

o Deut 10:15 
o Is 43:4 
o Is 63:9 
o Jer 31:3 
o Hos 11:1 
o Mal 1:2 

 
 
 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: If you are a follower of Jesus, you are a child of God and you are dearly 
loved by God. God sees in you the righteousness of Christ and is pleased with you. How does that change 
how you see yourself? 
 


