
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 4, 2019    Series: The Gospel of Matthew – Pt 1    Week 5: Get Right With God 

 
In Matthew chapter 5, we read Jesus’ sermon on the Mount. This sermon starts, by listing nine statements 
about what it is to be ‘blessed’. Each statement is somewhat confronting, if not counter-cultural, in that 
Jesus’ priorities and the posture that he extols, are the opposite of that which ‘normal’ people would see 
as ‘the norm’. Yet, if we look closer, each of these are expected postures and attitudes of people who fear 
God and want to please Him. 
 
GETTING STARTED: We can normally ‘be’ pretty well behaved when life is going ok. However, the way 
we respond to situations can go off the rails, when we are stressed, under pressure or feel that something 
core to our identity (eg our character or competence) is being questioned. If you had to rate yourself on 
the 9 Beatitudes – on a scale of 1 (really bad) to 10 (brilliant), what score would you give yourself? If you 
don’t know what any of these might mean, take a few minutes to try to work out a common definition. 

• Being poor in spirit 

• Mourning 

• Being Meek 

• Hungering and thirsting after righteousness 

• Being merciful 

• Being pure in heart 

• Being a peacemaker 

• Being persecuted for righteousness’ sake 

• Being persecuted, including people saying bad/ false things about you, on account of Jesus.  
 

READ: MATTHEW 5:17-20, 43-48 
 
When we read the book of Romans, we see that the apostle Paul spent a lot of time talking about the role 
of the Law and how we are saved by grace, not by works. The Old Testament law sets up the standard 
against which God will judge us. In Romans 2-3, Paul argues that no one is able to keep the law and 
therefore it is futile to argue that just by having the law, that this is enough to make a person right with 
God. When we break the law in one instance, we have sinned and fallen short of God’s standard.  
 

 In Matt 5:17-20, we read that Jesus asserted that he did not come to abolish the law but to fulfil it. 
He commended people for doing the things required by the law and for teaching others those 
things. If you think about some key provisions of the Law (eg the Ten Commandments), do these 
provisions still apply to people today? What about keeping the Sabbath? Are there any parts of the 
law that you think we do not/ should not follow? 

 

 What does it mean that “until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter … shall pass from the 
law until all is accomplished.” If the requirements of the Law were fulfilled in Jesus and the 
requirement to keep the law, was superceded by the requirement to have faith, why do you think 
that Jesus didn’t just abolish the law? What does that say about the nature and character of God? 
 

 The Scribes and the Pharisees followed the provisions of the Law, very strictly. However, Jesus 
said that our righteousness must exceed the level of righteousness that they exhibited. If Jesus 
knew that these people strictly adhered to the Law, why do you think Jesus was so critical of them? 
How is it possible to live more righteously, than people who practice strict obedience? 
 

READ: ROMANS 3:21-31 
 
In Romans 3, the apostle Paul noted that Jesus offered himself as an atoning sacrifice, to cover the sins 
that we have committed. We are not declared righteous by keeping the law, but by faith in Jesus. In 
Romans 4, Paul provided a historical case study as a precedent, of Abraham believing in God and it being 
credited to him as righteousness. God accepts our faith and blesses that. We are justified and made right 
with God. The law shows us that we cannot meet God’s standard, that “there is no one who is righteous 
… no one who has understanding … no one who seeks God … there is no fear of God.” (Rom 3:10-18).    
 

 “But I’m a good person; I don’t …” Sometimes people will think that they are ‘good’ because they 
refrain from certain behaviours. Where do people (generally) ‘draw the line’ between ‘acceptable’ 
(or good) behaviours vs behaviours which God would condemn, if they had to face judgement. Do 
people you know think this way? Or do they tend to think that either God doesn’t exist or that 
judgement is something that will never happen? 
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 In Rom 5:1-2, Paul wrote that when we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
Jesus, access to God’s grace and a hope of sharing the glory of God. What does it mean to have 
‘peace with God’? What does it mean to have access to God’s grace? What does it mean to share 
the glory of God? 

 

READ: ROMANS 7:14-20, 8:9-17 
 
The apostle Paul knew full well that, just because he became a Christian, he didn’t stop struggling with 
sin. He described the daily inner conflict that waged war in him, where he tried to do what was right, but 
ended up sinning. In Romans 7-8, Paul highlighted that living life involves a spiritual battle. If we want to 
be able to live a life that pleases to God, we need the help of the Holy Spirit. If we are led by the Spirit, we 
are children of God and put to death the deeds that we physically want to do. We set our minds on the 
things of the Spirit and do things that please God. (Rom 8:5-8) The Spirit helps us in our weakness (Rom 
8:26) and we become more conformed to the image of Jesus (Rom 8:29).  
 
In Rom 5:3-4, Paul said that by sending Jesus in the flesh, “to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 
so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.” (That’s a mouthful!) We know that Jesus, himself, fulfilled the Law – but I’ve never 
noticed before that Jesus actually fulfils the requirements of the law “in us”. Paul went on to say that those 
whose mind is set on the flesh are hostile to God and can’t submit to God’s law and cannot please God.  
 

 What does it mean, for you, to rely on and live by the Spirit, on a day to day basis?  
 

 When you are dealing with temptation, how do you pray? What help do you ask God for?  
 

In Matthew 5:43-48, Jesus taught about the way we respond to our enemies and to people who persecute 
us. We live in a society where it is expected that we will go to court or take legal action against people who 
do the wrong thing by us. (That is, if we have the money to do that). Jesus highlighted that the standard in 
his day – even among the tax collectors – was to love neighbours and to hate enemies. However, Jesus 
called the people to a higher standard, which required showing the same love and partiality to all people 
regardless of their attitude towards us, in the same way that God continues to be faithful and loving to both 
the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 

 When people do the wrong thing by us or act unjustly towards us, we may hope that God will repay 
them or bring them some sort of harm. Have you ever been in a situation where you have been 
mistreated? How did you respond? Did you act in a way that was consistent with the words of these 
verses? 

 

Jesus’ closing words in this passage are “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matt 
5:48) The Greek word translated as ‘perfect’ encompasses the ideas of ‘maturity’ and getting to a goal. 
We will not be ‘perfectly’ Christlike, until we meet Christ, face to face. We might want to think of the words 
‘be perfect’, in terms of ‘Be mature’ and have Christ as the benchmark and the way he lived, as the 
standard that we aim for. 
 

 One of the fruit of the Spirit is ‘godliness’, or being ‘godly’. What are some of the ways that Jesus’ 
earthly life reflected the character and attributes of his Father? Eg how did he treat people? What 
things got him upset? What things did he prioritise? 

 

REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: We cannot be made right with God without faith. We cannot live a life that 
pleases God without responding to the promptings of the Spirit, who indwells us and helps us in our 
weakness. We must be in constant communion with God but the Spirit will help us pray, interceding for us. 
(Rom 8:26-27)  

 Are you right with God? Do you have ‘peace with God’? Do you have any questions about your 
relationship with God? 

 How are you going in your walk with God? Do you find the battle with temptation and struggles in 
different areas of your life to be overwhelming? Do you need the help and support of those in your 
group to pray for you and encourage you? 

 What does it mean for you to be ‘godly’? Are you growing to become more Christlike? What signs 
of growth have you seen in your life this year? 


