
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 4, 2019    Series: The Gospel of Matthew – Pt 1    Week 7: Genuine Faith 

 
The Sermon on the Mount takes up three chapters of Matthew, from Matt 5:1-7:27. At the end of each of 
the five teaching passages (or discourses) in Matthew, we find the words “when Jesus had finished saying 
these things”. (7:28, 11:1, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1). In this passage, we note that “the crowds were astounded at 
his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.” (Matt 7:28-29) The 
crowds weighed up the teaching of Jesus and compared his teaching with that of the Teachers of the Law. 
Jesus had repeatedly said “you have heard that it was said … but I tell you …” (eg Matt 5:21-22) Effectively, 
Jesus was saying: “the religious teachers tell you is X – but what God really wants is Y”.  
 
GETTING STARTED: We get barraged by many messages, especially from media and social media. 
These messages are invariably skewed to reflect the background or bias of the speaker. What is a 
message or news story that you questioned recently? What was it that made you sceptical about it? 
 

READ: MATTHEW 7:13-29 
 
In Matt 7:13-14, we have the picture of two cities: one is walled and has a narrow gate while the other has 
a wide road and allows anyone in. For someone to get through the narrow gate, they would need to firstly 
find the gate, then dismount from their animal and negotiate their way in, past the gate-keepers. Jesus 
highlighted that entry to the kingdom of God is something that needs to result from an intentional search 
and action. To follow Jesus, we must choose to go in a different direction to the crowd. 
 

 As evangelical Christians, we believe that we can only be made right with God by faith in Christ 
and by repenting of our sin. Some, who believe in universalism, think that the work of Christ extends 
to all humanity, regardless of their response to Christ and way of life. Others, who believe in 
pluralism, would say that we can enter into heaven (or some other form of salvation), by any belief 
system. Does the picture of the “narrow gate” justify a very narrow view about how we obtain 
salvation? What are the implications for people who have never heard the gospel? 

 

Many of us have been accosted by a tele-marketer or shop assistant who has insisted that we need a 
particular product. On the surface, they seem friendly and want to engage with us with their message. 
However, they so not normally have a genuine interested in our well-being, but rather, want us to buy their 
message and what they are selling. Similarly, Jesus warned for us to “Beware of false prophets, who come 
to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are wolves.” (Matt 7:15) 
 

 In the Old Testaments, false prophets told people what they wanted others to hear, rather than 
being true mouth-pieces, to communicate God’s message and God’s will to the world. Jesus was 
not scared to speak God’s message in a straight-forward manner. One modern day prophet is Mike 
Frost, who is a Baptist pastor who speaks out about issues including the rights of asylum seekers 
and championing the voices of women. What is the difference – in the way people who are treated 
between 1. A person who parrots the prevailing societal rhetoric vs 2. A person who speaks up, 
about the standard that God wants? 

 

In Matt 7:16-20, Jesus highlighted that the fruit of a person’s life is indicative of the genuineness of their 
faith. In the outline for this series, the writer says: 
 

“An isolated season of less fruit production for a fruit tree might be an indicator of a season of drought 
or environmental weakness. There are other seasons of fruitfulness to indicate which kind of tree it 
really is. But if a tree has never produced fruit, we might question if it is a healthy, alive tree at all. In 
the same way, an isolated season of fruitlessness in a believer’s life might be an indication of drought 
or weakness, but that one season shouldn’t determine our identity. However, if we have never borne 
consistent fruit, we would be wise to question if we have been born again or if we have just been 
playing religion.” 

 
 What fruit should we be seeing in our lives, if we are growing in our walk with God? If you look at 

your own life, would you say that your life is fruitful, sparse or fruitless?  
 

In Matt 7:21, we read that “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Jeannine Brown comments that “Matthew has 
carefully designated various characters by how they refer to Jesus. His disciples and those who come to 
him in faith refer to him as “Lord” (kyrios). Those who are at odds with him call him “Teacher” or “Rabbi”, 
the Aramaic word for teacher.”1 

 
1 Brown, J. (2015) Matthew. Teach the Text Commentary Series. (Grand Rapids, MI: BakerBooks), p83 
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Characters who call Jesus "Lord" Characters who call Jesus "Teacher" 

The disciples (8:25; 26:22) A teacher of the law (8:19) 

Peter (14:28,30; 16:22; 17:4; 18:21) Pharisees (9:11) 

Seeker: a leper (8:2) Pharisees, teachers of the law (12:38) 

Seeker: a centurian (8:6,8) Collectors of the temple tax (17:24) 

A would-be disciple (8:21) Rich man (19:16) 

Seekers: Two blind men (9:28) Pharisees/ Herodians (22:16) 

Seeker: A Canaanite woman (15:22,25,27) Sadducees (22:24) 

Seeker: A man with a sick son (17:15) A Pharisee (22:36) 

Seekers: Two blind men (20:31,33) Judas, using "rabbi" (26:25,49) 
 

 The list (above) would indicate that there are lots of religious people who are happy to listen to and 
discuss Jesus’ teaching, but there is more likely to be a genuine response of obedience among 
people who reach out and seek to follow Jesus. How do you mentally see Jesus: as a teacher? Or 
as your Lord? How does this change how your respond to Jesus’ teaching? 

 

 Jesus warns us that there will be many who claim to know God but really don’t. How can someone 
be sure if they know Jesus personally or not? What would you say to someone who is questioning 
their own salvation or who is confused about whether they have been born again or not? 

 

In Matt 7:24-27, we read the parable of the wise man and the foolish man. The difference that Jesus 
highlights is between whether people listen to and act on/ obey his words. If we just know Jesus’ teaching, 
we might as well be building our lives on a foundation of sand and/ or clay. Our obedience of Jesus’ words 
is the means by which we have a foundation and are not shaken, in the storms of life. 
 

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but 
it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 

 
 When a parent gives an instruction to a child, the response may be “yes, mum’ or “yes, dad”. They 

may not respond immediately, but parents expect the instruction to be obeyed, in a reasonable 
amount time. Can you think of a time when you have been challenged by Scripture, responded 
“Yes, God” … and then have (conveniently) forgotten or avoided obeying that instruction? Why? 

 

 In this passage, Jesus highlights that the fruit of genuine faith is obedience to his words. If you 
used ‘obedience’ as the measure of your faith, what score would you give yourself (out of 10)? 
What things do you baulk at, when it comes to obedience? (ie: is there an area in your life where 
your resist being obedient?) 

 

REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: Two key messages that come from this passage are, that: 
 

• Doing the will of God – that is, obeying the words of Jesus – is the proper and wise response to 
Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount; and 

• Jesus’ teachings are authoritative for Christian communities 
 

 Do you, in individual Bible reading and as a group, make a point of asking the question: “is there a 
command in this passage, that I/ we need to obey?” 

 How do you keep track of things that God is teaching you? How do you keep each other 
accountable about these things? 

 
 
 


