
Springwood Baptist Church 
Sermon Series – Names of God: Term 1 2017  Week 1: God Most High 

 
In Term 1 2017, we will be focussing on aspects of God’s nature and character, as revealed in some 
of the names of God that we find in the Old Testament. Dr Tony Evans introduces this theme to us: 

“In Scripture, God reveals Himself to us through His names. So, to fully grasp the significance 
and power of God’s names, we first need to understand the importance of names in ancient 
cultures. In Old Testament times, a name was more than simply nomenclature. Rather, it 
revealed important information about the individual or thing itself.”1 

 
As we study each name, ask: What do we learn about God? How is God active and at work in this 
world and the lives of his people? And, how do we respond to God, in light of what we have learnt? 

 
The context for this week’s name is really curious: it was first used in Scripture by a Canaanite priest-
king of Salem. Then, Abram endorsed this name - God Most High (El El-yon) - in his response. 
 
ICEBREAKER: Christians often refer to the ‘sovereignty of God’ and ‘lordship of Christ’. What does it 
mean - for you – for God to be sovereign and supreme in our world and in our lives?  
 
PRAY:  “You, LORD, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.” Ps 97:9 
 

READ:  Genesis 14:18-20 

 
One Bible encyclopedia gives us the following definition: 

“EL-ELYON el’ el yon’ , Most High God). A name of God used in a number of OT 
books but especially in Genesis and the Psalms. When Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek (Gen 
14:17-22) this is the name by which the priest worshipped God (cf. Heb 7:1 ff.). This priest, 
“resembling the Son of God,” said to Abraham,  

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and earth;  
And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”  

The name occurs exactly in this form again in Psalm 78:35 but there are Psalms with variations 
of the name. For example, Psalms 7:17 and 47:2 say the LORD (Yahweh) Most High, while 
Psalms 57:2 and 78:56 use God (Elohim) Most High. Frequently, Elyon (the Highest) is used by 
itself as a name for God (Num 24:16; Deut 32:8; 2 Sam 22:14; Pss 9:2; 18:13; 21:7; 46:4; 50:14; 
73:11; 83:18; 87:5; 91:1, 9; 92:1; 107:11; Isa 14:14; Lam 3:35, 38). The sons of Elyon (Ps 82:6) 
are either rulers of this earth (cf. Gen 6:2) or they are the angel-princes of the heavenly sphere.”2 
 

 What actions are attributed to ‘God Most High’ in Gen 14:19-20? 
 

 From these verses, what is God higher than? In what realms is God active and at work? 

 
READ:  Genesis 14:1-24 

The words of Melchizadek in Gen 14:19-20, arise in the context of a story involving Abram. Abram had 
a family crisis, but this crisis also impacted many people from different cities who needed to be rescued.  

 How many cities comprised the dominant military alliance (and regional bullies) at the time? 
(v1) How long had they been exerting their power? (v5) Describe their military might. (v4-7) 

 

 How many cities decided to rebel against the dominant alliance? (v8) What was the result when 
they challenged the dominant alliance to battle? (v10-12) 
 

 In v13-16: Why did Abram get involved? How many people from Abram’s household were 
involved in this military offensive? What was Abram’s military strategy? What was the result? 

                                                           
1 Evans, Tony. The Power of God’s Names. Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers. 2014.  
2 Smick, Elmer B. “El-Elyon” In The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible: Volume 2, D-G. Pradis CD-ROM:Articles/E/El-Elyon. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, © 1975, 1976.  



Springwood Baptist Church 
Sermon Series – Names of God: Term 1 2017  Week 1: God Most High 

 

 Two people came out to greet Abram after his victory. Who were they? What do we know about 
them? What was different about their attitude, words and actions towards Abram? (v18-19, 21) 

 

Both Melchizadek and Abram acknowledged that the most supreme God is the creator of both heaven 
and earth. (Gen 14:19, 22) Melchizadek taught Abram that his victory over the formidable military force 
was solely attributable to the same God who created everything. (Gen 14:20) The same God who had 
called and commissioned Abram (Gen 12:1-3), was now revealed as creator and conqueror. 

 Why do we need to grasp that God is REALLY BIG and above all, as we trust and obey Him?  
 

 In this passage, what actions and words indicate that Abram’s relationship with God was not 
motivated by desire for personal gain or wealth?  

 
The King of Sodom, when defeated, had fled. He had no hope of saving himself. (Gen 14:10) He didn’t 
acknowledge that he’d been in dire circumstances or the fact that he’d been rescued, let alone the 
‘God factor’ in this victory. Yet, he responded to Abram’s status (a nomadic nobody) and Abram’s 
victory by trying to ‘muscle in’ and effectively dictated to Abram how he should divide the spoils. (v21) 

 How is his response similar to the way many people respond to God’s offer of salvation? 
 

In Gen 14:22, Abram told the King of Sodom: “I have raised/ exalted/ lifted my hand … to the LORD, 
God Most High, the creator of heaven and earth”. The same Hebrew word is used here, as in Ps 
57:6,11 “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens.” Both Abram and David lifted their voices to God in 
faith, that God would display his sovereign power over their respective enemies, to save them.  

 As Christians, we trust in God for salvation and victory over our ultimate enemy (sin and death). 
The mere name “God Most High” acknowledges that God is supreme and superlative: the 
highest, the strongest, the victorious. What other superlative names of God can you think of? 

 

READ:  Psalm 57 

 What was David’s situation? What words tell us that his situation was critical or dire? 
 

 In Ps 57:2-3, David cried to “God Most High”. What did David expect God to do for him?  
 

 What attributes of God did David rely upon? 
 
In Ps 97:9, the Psalmist declared: “For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted 
far above all gods.” (ie: he declares a stated fact) But in Ps 57:6,11, David wrote: “Be exalted, O God, 
above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth.” (ie: he wanted this fact to be patently obvious). 

 Why is it important for us to acknowledge that God is ‘above all’ – both in our lives and prayers? 
 

In Ps 57:7-11, David celebrated when God intervened and save him. In Rev 5:13, all creatures 
proclaim: “To him … be praise and honour and glory and power”.  

 How do celebrate that God is supreme, strong and victorious/ triumphant?  
 

REFLECT: In light of what we’ve discussed today - what does it mean for you – for God to be sovereign 
in our world and in our lives? Share some global, national and personal issues and circumstances 
where you need to lift your hands to God and ask God to intervene in. 
 

PRAY:  Thank God that he is ‘Most High’ and pray for God’s sovereignty and supremacy to be tangibly 
evident in the global, national and personal situations that have been shared in your group. 
 
SOME HOMEWORK: 
Through the New Testament, we read that Jesus was raised and exalted – not merely over death, but 
also to positional authority with his Father over creation, including heaven, earth and humanity.  

 God is ‘Most High’. How does this name help us understand the person and work of Jesus? 
o Phil 2:9-11 

 
o Acts 2:32-35 

 

o Acts 5:30-32 


