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Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength. (Deut 6:4-5) 
In Deuteronomy 6, we find a core text of the Jewish faith, known as the Shema. It asserts that Yahweh is 

Israel’s God, Yahweh is unique, Yahweh is to be the sole object of Israel’s worship, and Israel is to be 
single-minded and whole-hearted in its devotion to Yahweh. Worship does not only involve prayer and 
praise; it is a life-long commitment involving radical obedience of his commands and absolute trust in his 
providence. In Deut 6:13-15, we read “Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his 
name. Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; for the LORD your God, who is 
among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of 
the land.” Last week, we saw that God is both merciful and compassionate. However, when his people are 
unfaithful, God not only experiences, but also unveils very strong emotions. 
 
ICEBREAKER:  What memories or thoughts do you have, when you hear the word ‘jealous’?  

 
PRAY:     Give us wisdom to fear you, the will to obey you and hearts that eternally praise you. (Ps 111:10) 

 

READ:  Exodus 20:1-7; 34:5-17 

 
When we read in Ex 20:5 and 34:14 that God is jealous, it is not surprising that we may feel ambivalent. 
Jealousy is not a human trait that we see as consistent with living a godly life. Millard Erickson explains 
that, in certain circumstances, jealousy is a positive trait. Our human experiences of infidelity help us 
understand why God responds so strongly: 

“When (jealousy is a) concern for God’s honour and glory, whether by God or by (humans), it is 
proper and good. Thus, God is several times described as jealous for His honour, His holy name. 
He desires fervently that His due status and honour be preserved, that the worship that belongs to 
Him should be given to Him. The analogy frequently used is a husband’s concern for the love of his 
wife. This is an expression of the holiness of God, which cannot endure any unfaithfulness. Just as 
a husband cannot be indulgent of adultery on the part of his wife, so no infidelity is endured by God.”1 

• Many of us have experienced betrayal by people in our lives, such as friends or work colleagues. 
Some of us have lived through the devastation of marital infidelity. These experiences inevitably 
evoke very strong emotions. If you relate to this type of experience – how did you or do you continue 
to feel? Does it help, to know that God ‘gets’ this level of pain, anger, grief and anguish? 

 
In Exodus 20, we read that God gave the Ten Commandments to his people. The words in Ex 20 are 
familiar to many of us. God handed Moses the law, written on two stone tablets (Ex 31:18) and Moses 
carried them down the mountain (Ex 32:15-16). When Moses saw the golden calf, he got angry and threw 
the tablets on the ground. (Ex 32:19) In Ex 34:1, God told Moses to “Chisel out two stone tablets like the 
first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.” We hear 
echoes of the Ten Commandments in the Ex 34 passage, as God again recited the terms of the covenant 
relationship which he was making with the people of Israel.  

• In Ex 20:1-7, what prohibitions were given? What do these verses – and these prohibitions – teach 
us about God?   

 
In some Old Testament books written by prophets, “the covenant between Israel and God was looked 
upon as a marriage vow which Israel broke to play with other lovers.”2 

• READ Ex 34:15 and 1 Chron 5:25-26. What behaviour is unfaithfulness to God akin to/ likened to 
in these verses? What was the consequence for the northern tribe of Israel? 
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• READ Hosea 2:2-5. What image does God use to describe Israel in these verses? What emotions 
are evident? If you put these words in contemporary language, what parallels would you draw? 

 
One of the characteristics of God is Ex 34:6 is Emeth = faithfulness. “From an original meaning connected 

with “firmness” and “stability,” there comes the idea of “trust” and “constancy” which is prominent in the 
OT.”3 It is a relational characteristic shown by reliability and commitment to truth.  

• READ Ex 34:7b. What warning is given about the consequences of unfaithfulness and sin? 
 

• In light of Ex 34:14 - why are idolatry and worship of other deities, acts of rebellion against God?  
 
In Ex 34:10, God declared: “I am making a covenant with you.” In Ex 34:10-17, 

• What prohibitions did God give to his people? What relationships were forbidden? 
 

• What positive commandments did he give to his people? What words are repeated in v12,15? 
 
In an Old Testament context - originally, the word ‘covenant’, “the noun berît would mean a “sharing of a 

meal,” and then, a “relation or connection (effected by the sharing of a meal),” and finally, an “alliance, 
mutual obligation, or arrangement.””4 God was making a covenant with his people (Ex 34:10). The same 
word is translated as ‘treaty’ in Ex 34:15. 

• Why do you think that God prohibited covenant relationships (ie both treaties and marriages) with 
other people in the land? What sort of unwanted obligations may have resulted from these 
relationships? How would these relationships have compromised or tainted their covenant 
relationship with Yahweh? 

 

• In today’s context, what sort of relationships would be caught in this? Is it ok for a Christian to date/ 
marry a non-Christian? Is it ok for a Christian to be in a business partnership with non-Christians? 

 
In Ex 34:11, God told the people: “Obey what I command you today.” 

• In what way is radical obedience a way of acknowledging the sovereignty of God? In what way is 
disobedience and lack of faith, a rejection of the sovereignty of God?  

 

• In Ex 34:10-11, what did God promise to do, if the people obeyed him?  
 

• Read Num 13:28-29. The land occupied by the ethnic groups mentioned in Ex 34:11, was a large 
land mass and was geographically diverse. What do these verses tell us about the challenges the 
Israelites would face? Why was obedience critical, for Israel to occupy the promised land?     

 
In Ex 19:5-6, God promised: “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you 
will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’” Then in Ex 34:10, God promised “Before all your people I will do wonders never before 
done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, 
the LORD, will do for you.” 

• In what way was God’s actions on behalf of his people (including military victories), not only a 
demonstration of his divine power and glory, but also a demonstration (to his people and to the 
nations) of his grace and favour towards them?  
 

• READ Ps 108:3-5. The Psalmist praised and exalted God, even among the (gentile) nations. What 
attributes of God did he praise? What did he want the nations to know about God and his name? 

 
REFLECT & PRAY: Noel challenged us to pray four bold prayers in light of this passage. Ask God to: 

• Highlight the idols in our lives, the things and people that we worship, the things we indulge and 
that consume our time, but divert us from spending time with God and being fully devoted to him.  

• Show us the ways where we’re dethroning God by not trusting his sovereignty and obeying him; 

• Show us the prideful parts of our lives, the ways in which we dishonour his name and rob/ diminish 
how people see his name; 

• Help us understand the magnitude and intensity of God’s love for us. 
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