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“I am confident I will see the LORD’s goodness while I am here in the land of the living. Wait patiently for 
the LORD. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the LORD.” (Ps 27:13-14 NLT) “And this 
same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been 

given to us in Christ Jesus. Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever!” (Phil 4:19-20 NLT) 
 

God is good. God gives us good gifts. But, in Ex 20:4-5, we are told that we “must not make for (ourselves) 
an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea. (We) must not … 
worship them”. Even the most valued gifts that God gives us – including our skills, work and homes - can 
become the object of our worship and consume us. When we place our trust in these gifts – and these 
gifts become the centre of our hopes, dreams and security – then we displace God as the centre of our 
devotion. This week’s name - Yahweh Yireh or Jehovah Jireh – translates as God will see and/ or God 
will provide. The challenge for us is to radically trust God and his promises and be obedient to his voice. 
  
ICEBREAKER:   If you had to give up one thing, to be obedient to God, what would it be? 

 
PRAY:    Help us understand how wide, how long, how high, and how deep your love is. (Eph 3:18) 

 
READ:  Genesis 21:1-8, 22:1-19 
 
Abraham was 75 years old when God first appeared to him in Haran (Gen 12:4) and he was 100 years old 
when Isaac was born (Gen 21:5). Abraham had waited 25 years for God to give him this promised son, 
through whom God would establish and fulfil his covenant. During this time, God revealed and confirmed 
his covenant with Abraham, that would extend to his descendants. In Gen 22, Isaac is depicted as an 
inquisitive and physically strong, though compliant, boy – so is possibly of primary-school age.  
 
READ: Gen 12:1-3, Gen 22:11-18 and Heb 11:8-12 

• In Gen 12:1, what and who did Abram have to leave/ give up – in order to obey God? 
 

• Over his life, what 3-4 things did Abraham learn, about to how to respond to God, especially when 
God commanded him to do things that were ‘out of the box’? (Heb 11:8,11b, Gen 22:12) 

 

• In Heb 11:8-12, Abraham’s obedience had meant leaving a settled, secure existence for a nomadic 
lifestyle. What long term vision did he gain, about the security of his family and his home? 

 
In Gen 17:19, God promised that “Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my 
covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.” In Gen 22:1-2, we read that 
God called Abraham and gave him a command to sacrifice Isaac – the son he loved - as a burnt offering. 
A burnt offering was “an expression of right relationship with (God)” and also signified “complete surrender 
to God.”1 In response to God’s voice, Abraham set out on a journey to a vague destination, together with 
Isaac, two servants, a donkey, a pile of wood, a knife and a flaming torch. (Gen 22:3,6) 

• What questions do you think Abraham had about God’s command in Gen 22:2?  
 
In the time of Abraham, Canaanite cultic worship included child sacrifice. We need to keep in mind that 
this story comes BEFORE the giving of the law, before the command “do not commit murder” (Ex 20:13) 
and before the prohibition on child sacrifice (Lev 18:21, Deut 12:31). It also predates the rules set out in 
the next three OT books about various sacrifices. When our news media reports stories of a parent killing 
their child (due to domestic violence, abuse and/ or neglect), we are justifiably horrified. It is not surprising 
then that this passage is disturbing to us – in that God gave a command to Abraham to sacrifice his son. 
Even Bible commentators over the centuries have struggled to make sense of this passage of Scripture. 
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• What questions and concerns do you have about this passage? (Remember that you don’t need 
to try to resolve these questions and concerns, today. For now – just voice any concerns.) 

 

• What do you make of Isaac’s question to his father in Gen 22:7-8? And, what do you think of 
Abraham’s response? Do you think Abraham’s response was a genuine expression of faith? Or do 
you think he was just lying and shielding Isaac from the reality of what God required of him? 

 

• At any point in the journey, Abraham could have turned back. He had 3 days to contemplate what 
he had to do. What emotions would Abraham have been experiencing on this journey? Do you 
think that fear may have been part of that? How would you have felt in the same circumstances? 
 

• in Gen 22:9-10, what process did Abraham engage in? How do you feel about these actions?  
 

• Compare Gen 22:1 and Gen 22:11 (ie what is similar and what is different?) What did God/ the 

Angel of the LORD say? How did Abraham respond? 

 

• Compare Gen 22:2 and Gen 22:12. (ie what is similar and what is different?) What did the Angel 

of the LORD identify as the motivation for Abraham’s obedience?  

 

• READ: 1 Sam 15:22-23. Why was the sacrifice of Isaac not the big issue here? What was God 
looking for in Abraham’s response?  

 
The place name, Mt Moriah (or Moriyyah), in Gen 22:2, incorporates the Hebrew words ra’ah (the verb ‘to 
see’) and the name of God, Yahweh. It is a place later mentioned in 2 Chron 3:1, as the place where 

Solomon built the temple “in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah”. Genesis 22:14 can be alternatively translated 
as follows – and highlights that God both sees and provides for our need. 

NLT: Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day, 

people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”  
The Message: Abraham named that place GOD-Yireh (GOD-Sees-to-It). That’s where we get the 

saying, “On the mountain of GOD, he sees to it.” 
 
In Leviticus 1, the law specified that a burnt offering “from the herd” or “from the flock” needed to be “a 
male without defect”. Isaac, even though still a child, was tainted by sin – and would never be an acceptable 
sacrifice to God. In Gen 22:13, God provided - and substituted - a ram for the burnt offering. This would 
not be the last time God would provide the means for a sacrifice – to die in the place of sinful humanity. 
Jesus, the dearly loved son (Matt 3:17), “who knew no sin” (2 Cor 5:21), came to earth to be “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 

• READ 2 Cor 9:14-15. What words are used here to describe God’s gift of Jesus and God’s grace? 
 
In Gen 22:16-18, God declared to Abraham:  

“Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, 
and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."  

• What words in these verses highlight the abundance of the blessing God endowed on Abraham? 
 
In Genesis 12:2-3, God had promised Abraham “I will bless you … and you will be a blessing … and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” In 2 Cor 9:6-15, we are reminded that God is an abundantly 
generous God and that we cannot ‘out-give’ God. God provides all that we need, so that we may abound 
in generosity and “in every good work”. We are commanded to be generous as an expression of our 
thanksgiving to God. 

• How do we reflect the image of God and exhibit godliness, by being generous to others?  
 
REFLECT & PRAY: What can I give back to GOD for the blessings he’s poured out on me? I’ll lift high 

the cup of salvation—a toast to GOD! I’ll pray in the name of GOD; I’ll complete what I promised GOD I’d 
do, and I’ll do it together with his people. When they arrive at the gates of death, GOD welcomes those 
who love him. Oh, GOD, here I am, your servant, your faithful servant: set me free for your service! I’m 
ready to offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and pray in the name of GOD. (Ps 116:12-17 The Message) 

 


