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There is a short story in Luke 10:38-42, where Jesus visited the home of Mary and Martha. Martha was 
absorbed in hospitality tasks, which no doubt included food preparation. At the same time, Mary sat at 
Jesus’ feet, listening to him. Martha got annoyed that Mary wasn’t pulling her weight. But Jesus 
commented to Martha that she really didn’t need to do all she was doing and that Mary’s posture was what 
pleased him.   
This week, our sermon was not specifically about our idols. However, J-L’s sermon hinted at how we can 
think that it is the things that we do, plus the sacrifices that we make (whether that be time, money or both), 
which make God happy. Also, that Jesus warned that we can be deceived if we believe that our ‘works’ 
are a substitute for faithful obedience of the will of God. (Matt 7:21-23) 
 
GETTING STARTED: In 1 Samuel 15:22, we read a damning criticism of King Saul’s actions, by the 
prophet Samuel: 

“What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice? 
Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of rams …” 

Saul thought that his sacrifice would be pleasing to God. However, he was not open to listening to God’s 
voice and wanted to worship and serve God, on his own terms. By contrast, Solomon told the people: 

“Therefore, devote yourselves completely to the LORD our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his 
commandments, as at this day.” (1 Kings 8:61) 

When you hear the words “devotion”, “obedience” and “submission”, what are your first thoughts? Are 
these things that characterise your relationship with God? 
 
READ: 1 CHRONICLES 29:1-10  
 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  

 

 What things did you take away from J-L’s sermon this week? 
 

 King David had a long-held desire to build a temple for God. However, this was a job that God kept 
for David’s son, Solomon. David had a lot of money and lots of resources at his disposal. He was 
able to contribute funds and resources, including precious stones, gold and silver. At the same 
time, he wanted the people to be invested in the building of the temple. Building the temple wasn’t 
meant to be a symbol of David’s wealth, but rather, David wanted the people of God to invest and 
wholeheartedly commit themselves to the worship of God. That involved personal sacrifice.   

 In v5, the question is asked “who then, will offer willingly?” J-L reminded us that this is an invitation 
to participate, not a command or directive. He reminded us that Jesus comes to us, but then asks 
us to “come”, follow him. J-L challenged us: How deep do you want your relationship with God to 
be / to go? What was your response to this question? 
 

 J-L reminded us that the word ‘consecrated’ has a number of implications: we are called to wholly 
give ourselves and be wholly devoted to God, we are called to be set apart, we are to separate 
ourselves from unholiness, and we are marked / reserved for kingdom purposes / service, not for 
earthly pleasures. The apostle Peter summarised it in the following words. 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Pet 2:9)  

 One of the actions that the apostles did, as they set apart people for special tasks, was the laying 
on of hands. Those who have engaged in vocational ministry, know well the experience of having 
been publicly ‘set apart’ for ministry and ‘sent out’. But one ‘Baptist distinctive’ is something we call 
“the priesthood of all believers”. That is, that everyone is set apart to serve and to declare the 
gospel. Which of the following are the most poignant reminder of who you are: 
 I know that I am chosen by God; 
 I know that I have a special status and role, serving the king, as a priest; 
 I know I am part of a people who is set apart. We seek to keep ourselves ‘clean’, to abstain 

from sin and not be polluted by the world; 
 I am a special possession and vessel of God; 
 I have a job to do: declaring the praises of God in the midst of the darkness of this world. 
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 One example that J-L used, was the story of the apostle Stephen in Acts 7. Stephen courageously 
preached to the Sanhedrin, but became known as the first “martyr” of the church. Some things J-L 
noted are that Stephen realised the call on his life, he was not a mere man serving God, he was 
fully devoted to Jesus, he did not stop preaching even when he was facing their court and, as he 
testified, he saw a glimpse of the glory of God, including Jesus ‘standing’ at the right hand of God.  

 
 J-L reminded us of a couple of verses, which talk about how we are to devote the whole of our 

being and the whole of our lives to God. What is the relative merit of living our lives for our own 
benefit and pleasure vs devoting our lives on earth, to serving God?  
 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 
life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 
Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his 
Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done. 
(Matt 16:24-27) 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
(Matt 22:37) 

 

 We may talk about our time with God, reading the Word and spending time in prayer, as being our 
‘devotions’. Why is it important that we start our day, devoting ourselves to God? How does that 
change our priorities and our sense of ‘who we are’, as we start our day? 

 

 Another aspect that J-L touched on, was that we were cleansed by Jesus, when we came to faith. 
However, we are also to consciously keep ourselves from sin, whether that be in our thought life, 
words or actions. J-L referred to the incident in John 2, where Jesus cleared the money changers 
out of the temple, pronouncing that they had turned the temple into a den of thieves. In the same 
way, we need to be rigorous in eliminating sin from our own lives. In recent years, even many well-
known Christian leaders have been stood down from ministry, when sinful practices became public.  

 How does a daily practice of self-examination, including reflecting on our lives in the light of 
Scripture, plus confession, help us to live a life where we are relinquishing our sinful practices? 

 
 
 J-L referred to the following verses from Ps 139. Do you use these verses in your prayer life? Do 

you stop and listen, to hear the Holy Spirit respond and to challenge you? 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Ps 139:23-24) 

 

 J-L talked about his church / church plant being an ‘apostolic hub’. Apostles are, literally, ‘sent 
ones’. He spoke of the church having a ‘revolving door’, where people are constantly coming to 
faith, being cleansed and renewed, being discipled, and then are sent out to make more disciples. 
How do you respond to this picture of ‘church’? In what ways can this help a faith community 
become more vital and energised? 

 

 In the parable of the talents, the servants who not only used their gifts, but multiplied their talents, 
were commended with the words “well done, good and trustworthy slave”. (Matt 25:21). By 
comparison, the one who had no fruit for his labour was criticised as being “wicked and lazy”. In 
John 15, though, Jesus taught that the key to ‘fruitfulness’, is that we must ‘abide’ in him. ie we 
need to slow down and have a relationship with God. The vine in Jn 15 and the fig tree in Mk 11 
were designed to yield fruit; a fruitless fruit tree is a contradiction in terms. Similarly, if we are not 
bearing fruit, then we are not living out our purpose.  
 

 Which one takes priority for you: your service for God? or your relationship with God? Does your 
work squeeze out time for relationship? Can we walk with God and not bear fruit?  

 

REFLECTION: For us all, the biggest idol that we need to name, is the idol of “self”.  We are told to 
prioritise “me” time, pleasure and prosperity. We invest lots of time and money in ‘stuff’, building houses, 
planning holidays and enjoying life. Even as believers, we can get conned into thinking that by “doing” 
ministry, that that is the way to please God. Don’t get me wrong – doing ministry is good. But serving must 
be the outflow of a relationship with God, rather than a means to try to please God or score ‘brownie points’ 
for heaven. Ask yourself: 1/ is your life wholly consecrated to God? Why? Or Why Not? 2/ What fruit are 
you bearing for the kingdom? 


