
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 2, 2021     Series:  Naming Our Idols     Week 5: Apathy, Complacency & Indifference 

 
Any parent who has lost sight of their young child in a shopping centre, has felt the pang of terror that goes 
with the thought they have lost their child. There are frequent stories about searches for children in the 
media, whether it be the anniversary of the disappearance of 3yo Madeleine McCann from a hotel room 
in Portugal, the 2018 Tham Luang cave rescue in Thailand or the kidnap of girls in northern Nigeria by 
Boko Haram. But that is only the start. Craig Wood from Destiny Rescue told us that, globally, there are 
currently 40.3 million people who are in slavery, including 1 million children in S-E Asia, that are being 
trafficked. Books like Somaly Mam’s The Lost Road of Innocence and Kristof/ Wudunn’s Half the Sky. How 
to Change the World, give graphic details of children being trafficked and abused. Yet, even when we hear 
these shocking statistics and hear these stories, it is often easier to ignore things that are happening in 
other parts of the world. We may choose to only ‘selectively’ see what concerns us, to be apathetic and 
passive, in the face of blatant oppression, rather than listening to God’s requirement of us, to ‘act justly’.  
 
GETTING STARTED: What books have you read/ movies you’ve watched, which have highlighted issues 
of injustice, including children being taken from their parents and / or abused? What was the impact on 
you of these stories and media depictions? What options did you feel you had, to change these situations? 

Eg Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) [stolen generation], Oranges and Sunshine (2010) [trafficking of 
children from UK to Australia], Philomena (2013) [trafficking of children from Ireland to USA], 
Suffragette (2015) [women’s suffrage and loss of parenting rights], Spotlight (2015) [abuse of 
children by clergy], Trafficked (2017), She Has A Name (2016), etc. 

 

READ: JOHN 5:1-15  

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Craig’s sermon this week? 
 

 Craig started his sermon with the first verses of Genesis 1, where the Spirit was active, in the midst 
of darkness and chaos, bringing order and light. In turn, he looked at Luke 4:18-19, where Jesus 
pronounced that the ‘Spirit of the Lord’ was upon him. With this anointing, Jesus announced his 
job of bringing good news to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, recovering sight to the 
blind, letting the oppressed go free and proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favour.  
There is a short story in Matt 9:9-13, where Jesus “saw” a man called Matthew. In this story, Jesus 
sat down and ate with tax collectors and sinners, which brought criticism from the Pharisees. Jesus 
responded to them: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go 
and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous 
but sinners.” Because Jesus made a conscious decision to minister to those who weren’t the 
“righteous”, he copped lots of criticism, eg “they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” (Matt 11:18-19)  

 Craig commented: “To reach people that no one is reaching, I must go to places that no one 
is going.” What does the John 5 passage tell us about Jesus’ journey and his decision to go to this 
particular place? Where are places that you go, to minister to people that the church would 
otherwise never extend to, to meet people and share God’s love to them? 
 

 Craig commented: “To go where no one else is going, you have to see what no one else is 
seeing”. Jesus didn’t just see the ‘labels’ that people put on others and which oppress others. He 
saw the latent goodness in all of God’s creation, including things in people – that other people didn’t 
see. Craig said God wants to show up in the chaos and bring light. How do you respond to these 
comments? How have you seen God work through you, in the lives of people that might otherwise 
not have experienced God’s love? 
 

 Craig commented: “Change happens when I do something with what I’ve learned”. Last term, 
we thought about the Hebrew word “Shema”, which embodies both the concept of “hearing” and 
“doing/ obeying”. Jesus – like prophets before him – criticised people who ‘listen’ but do not ‘hear’ 
or ‘understand’ (Matt 13:13, Is 6:9) ie: when we hear what God requires, but don’t obey. Why is our 
‘selective hearing’ and ‘selective obedience’ so abominable to God?   
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 Earlier this month, the ABC reported that, after seeing a young child ride his bike into Lake Burley 
Griffin, an adult cyclist stopped and jumped into the water to rescue the child.1 Despite the water 
being freezing cold, "He didn't even hesitate. He jumped off the bike, ripped off his backpack and 
leapt straight in." If the cyclist had hesitated, the child might have drowned.  
In John 6:66-68, we read Jesus’ teaching got too tough, 66 Because of this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish 
to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  

 The disciples didn’t have all their theology right, but they took the risk and counted the cost of 
following Jesus, even though they would otherwise be out fishing and earning money from their 
catch. When you are ‘doing life’ alongside people at work, school, uni, the school gate, playgroup, 
etc – how often do you sense that those people are ‘at risk’ of missing out on eternal life? Do you 
feel any sense of urgency about speaking to them about Christ? 

 

 In Matt 9:36, we read that when Jesus saw the crowds, “He was moved with compassion for them”. 
The Greek words used, paint the picture of his “bowels” or guts being churned up, with emotional 
response. By comparison, in Eph 4:19, Paul depicts a generation who are “past feeling”, “who 
desist from grief; hence, to become insensible or callous”.2  NIV translates it as “having lost 
sensitivity”. To respond with compassion and mercy, we need to emotionally ‘engage’ with others.  

 Think about the following words. Do any of them describe you, at the moment? 
“Apathy is a “lack of interest or concern, esp. in matters of general importance or appeal; 
indifference … lack of emotion or feeling; impassiveness.”  Complacence is defined as 
“contented self-satisfaction. … Total lack of concern.”  Complacency is the very opposite of 
diligence, industry, and fervency.  Paul writes, “Not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11).”3 
 

 In Rev 3:15-17, Jesus condemned the church at Laodicea for their complacency and 
lukewarmness, “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing.” In 
Rev 3:19, Jesus said “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent.” 
They had stopped seeking after God. There was no ‘fire’ in their bellies and zeal to serve God. 
Similarly, in Matt 5:13-16, Jesus said that we must be like salty salt that acts to preserve and heal, 
plus be a really bright light, shining God’s light in the darkness.    

 If you took your spiritual ‘temperature’, what might it look like? How much is your Christian walk 
and service very ‘intentional’? And how much is marked by being self-satisfied with your lot in life? 
 

 In Heb 6:10-12, we read: God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have 
shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to 
show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We 
do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what 
has been promised.” The word for ‘diligence’ is spoudē which also means “hurry, haste; 
earnestness, diligence, zeal, eagerness”.4 It is contrasted with the word ‘lazy’ or ‘sluggish’.   

 Craig talked about us being people who believe that David was equipped to kill giants. Yet, we may 
often forget or lack discipline to even put on our ‘spiritual armour’. Read 1 Thess 5:1-11 and 1 Pet 
1:13-22. What do they say about why and how we should live out our lives as warriors for the King? 

 

 There’s a quote that says: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do 
nothing.” Another person said: “Let not any one pacify his conscience by the delusion that he can 
do no harm if he takes no part, and forms no opinion. Bad men need nothing more to compass 
their ends, than that good men should look on and do nothing. He is not a good man who, without 
a protest, allows wrong to be committed in his name, and with the means which he helps to supply, 
because he will not trouble himself to use his mind on the subject.”5  

 Those who stand up and highlight issues risk being labelled, smeared, mocked and/ or physically 
harmed. It takes courage to go against the crowd and speak words that many don’t want to hear. 
What are some of the situations and issues you’re currently dealing with, where you probably need 
to be raising your voice, to speak out about some injustice or to advocate on behalf of others? 
What actions do you need to be doing, to support those who are in need? 

 
1 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-07/cyclist-jumps-into-cold-lake-burley-griffin-to-rescue-boy/100123832  
2 https://www.billmounce.com/greek-dictionary/apalgeo  
3 https://truediscipleship.com/overcoming-sin-through-christ-apathy-complacency-or-indifference-3/ 
4 https://www.billmounce.com/greek-dictionary/spoude  
5 https://quoteinvestigator.com/2010/12/04/good-men-do/  
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