
Nehemiah – 11 SEP 22 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

• The completed wall defined the boundary of the city, but it needed ‘holy 
inhabitants’. People were precluded because their lineage could not be confirmed. 
Why was this so important to Nehemiah and Ezra? What does holy living mean for us 
today? 

 
• Phil defined “revival” as: “the movement of the Spirit of God within the people of 

God, stirring them to a deeper awareness of and passion for God.” What are the 
strengths and short-comings of such a definition? 

 
• The 1st seed of revival was ‘a thirst for God’s Law’. What experiences had 

Nehemiah’s compatriots endured which led to this thirst? How do you guard your 
time with God’s Word? We often separate ‘The Law’ and ‘The Gospel’. Why do they 
both need to be held together? 

 
• The 2nd sign was “humble repentance for sin”. How was this evident in Neh 8? There 

is some suggestion that the people were not to mourn because it was not yet the 
Day of Atonement. Is there any danger if we move from godly sorrow to joy (of 
forgiveness) too quickly? 

 
• The joy of the LORD is your strength. Do you have stories to share about how you 

have been strengthened by the joy of the Lord? 
 

• The 3rd sign is “the desire to help others”. How was this evident in Neh 8? What are 
practical ways that we are able to help others? How does social justice and support 
for those on the margins of community life come into play here? Was Phil stretching 
things too far by referring to Micah 6:8? – give reasons for your answer. 

 
• The 4th sign: “willing obedience to God’s Word”. What do you know about the Feast 

of Tabernacles? Why did it seem so important for the people to celebrate this feast 
just now? Dietrich Bonhoffer defined ‘cheap grace’ as accepting God’s forgiveness 
without any evident change of behaviour to indicate true repentance. How can we 
treasure God’s word in ways that avoid cheapening God’s grace to us? 

 
• Is there evidence that SBC has become complacent in what God has accomplished 

through us (and those who’ve gone before)? Have you become weary in the work? 
How can the joy of the Lord strengthen you to keep going to pursue all that God is 
yet to do among us? 


