
Nehemiah 5 
 
1) List the people’s complaints to Nehemiah in v1-5? In the work of God’s Kingdom, do we 
sometimes demand too much of others? Do you know people who have felt exploited by 
the church?  
 
1a) Have you ever felt that way? (If you have, then on behalf of the Church, wherever it was, 
can I say how sorry I am and ask your forgiveness?) Did someone support you while you 
were hurting? If you’re still carrying some of that pain, do you need to speak with someone 
to address any issues? 
 
2) How tempting is it to compare ourselves with other people within the Church? In the 
work of God’s Kingdom, have you ever felt powerless (v5) – why? Who helped you recognise 
your worth and the value of your contribution to the Gospel? Thank God for good friends 
and those who encourage us. 
 
3) Ponder again what motivated Nehemiah. How did his reverence for God show in the way 
he treated others? What causes you to examine your motives? Have you ever been caught 
up in the culture around us at the expense of the culture of God’s Kingdom? How can we 
guard our hearts and minds? 
 
4) In the message, Phil said that “God is honoured by right living more than good programs 
or beautiful buildings.” Do you agree? Read Philippians 2:1-4. What in Paul’s words offers 
you the most encouragement? What presents you with the biggest challenge? Do you need 
to re-evaluate how you interact with others – and be more aware of your motivation? 
 
5) “You are the light of the world.” What are some things that can keep your light from 
shining brightly? What about our combined light as a fellowship? Does the brightness of our 
light depend on how strongly we’re connected to each other, and to Jesus? What else might 
you consider, individually and as a group, to help our light shine brightly again in 
Springwood and the lower mountains? 
 


