
DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION: 

(These questions arise from Nehemiah 6:1-14) 

 

It’s likely everyone in your group has had what could be described as the ‘best 
day of your life’. Maybe it’s your wedding day, birth of a child, finishing the 
HSC, riding a bike with no training wheels, the day you became a Christian etc. 
It’s also likely everyone in your group has had a bad day (possibly a Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day/Month or even year). Spend some time 
sharing an example of the best day (or worst day) you can remember. What 
happened and how did you feel? 

 

Read Nehemiah 6:1-14 

 

Nehemiah had a bunch of bad days. He faced many challenges in rebuilding the 
wall. Over and over again he faces opposition for a task that God has clearly 
supported as recorded in the previous chapters.  

1. Why do you think Nehemiah faced so much opposition despite being 
called by God to rebuild the wall? 

2. Have you ever faced opposition/trouble/challenges when you have been 
called by God to serve him? How did you respond? 

 

Read Ephesians 6: 12-18 

 

Ephesians 6:12 states “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph 6:12). We do 
not just sit back and watch some cosmic spiritual battle, but as Christians we 
too are involved within this battle against evil, against the devil.  Whilst the 
devil is not mentioned in Nehemiah 6, what we see in Nehemiah 6 is a typical 
example of how the devil seeks to hinder God’s kingdom work. 

The bible tells us the devil is engaged in opposing God and the work of Christ 
and the key way this happens is through temptation and deception. Paul gives 



us the most succinct insight into the work of devil in 2 Corinthians 4:4 when he 
says, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God”.  

In your group, choose one of the following 3 questions to discuss using 
Nehemiah 6 and Ephesians 6 as a guide (only do more if you have time). 

1. What strategies are used to scheme and distract Nehemiah from his 
work? How does Nehemiah respond? How does the devil scheme and 
distract today? How can we be prepared to defend against, and attack, 
the devil’s schemes and distractions? 
 

2. What strategies are used to subject Nehemiah to lies and accusation? 
How does Nehemiah respond? How does the devil use lies and 
accusation today? How can we be prepared to defend against, and 
attack, the devil’s lies and accusations? 
 
 

3. What strategies are used to subject Nehemiah to temptation? How does 
Nehemiah respond? How does the devil use temptation today? How can 
we be prepared to defend against, and attack, the devil’s temptations? 

 

1 John 3:8 says, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil’s work”. The bible is clear on the existence and role of the devil but even 
clearer on the defeat of devil. The devil IS Defeated. Christ HAS won the victory 
on the cross. We can stand firm, just like Nehemiah did in the face of constant 
scheming and distraction, of lies, and of temptation. 

 

This battle is not something we should do alone. We need each other to help 
and support us in these hard times. Just like Nehemiah used prayer over and 
over again, we too need to be prayerful in all things, as we draw close to God 
and resist the devils’ lies, deceptions and schemes. 

Finish up by spending time in prayer for each other, for our church and for our 
community.  


