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If you were wondering about the title, well, this term, the sermon series is focussing on the Gospel of Mark. 
This series is aptly introduced in the words of Mike Frost:  

“Jesus is different. Go and do likewise.  
Many Christians have become comfortable letting the world mould them instead of being set apart 
by God. And many churches have traded in their biblical roots for complacent conventionality. But 
Jesus and the church are anything but conventional. The hallmark of our faith is that it sees the world 
differently than the world sees itself. We are called to be eccentric - off centre, unique, different; not 
conformed to the patterns of the world but transformed by the renewing of our minds. By the grace 
of God, we are not only dissatisfied by sin but increasingly uncompelled by conventionality.”1 

 
GETTING STARTED: The word ‘Protestant’ came from the Reformation in the 16th and 17th Centuries. 
People like Martin Luther and John Calvin, plus a group of people called Anabaptists, challenged the 
‘status quo’, including the teaching, practices and power wielded by the Roman Catholic church.2 Often 
we get the message that we ‘should not rock the boat’, but sometimes, protesting for change and speaking 
the truth is essential for “bringing forth” justice and righteousness. What is a cause that you feel strongly 
about? What actions have you taken (individually or as part of a group), to make your views heard? 
 
READ: MARK 2:13-17 and MATT 9:9-13 
 

• In Matthew, Mark and Luke (5:27-32), there are similar accounts of Jesus calling a tax collector to 
follow him. What do we learn about the tax collector? What are the obvious differences between 
the two accounts? What contrasts do you see between the people involved and their actions?  

 

• In Mark 3:16-19, there’s a list of Jesus’ (‘formal’ twelve) disciples. There’s a Matthew and there is 
a James – who is a son of Alphaeus – but there’s no one called Levi. Suggest a reason for this. 

 

The first two studies in this series are based on Mark 2. Eckhard Schnabel provides this introduction:  
“This section (Mark 2:1-3:6), framed by statements about Jesus’ popularity (1:45; 3:7), consists of 
five episodes that report controversies with Israel’s religious leaders. The healing of a paralysed man 
in Capernaum leads to a discussion about whether Jesus has the authority to forgive sins, with 
scribes accusing Jesus of blasphemy (2:1–12). Jesus’ call of Levi, a tax collector, and the banquet 
that ensues, provokes a discussion about eating with sinners (2:13–17). Then people wonder why 
Jesus and his disciples are not fasting (2:18–22). When the disciples pick some grain on the 
Sabbath, the Pharisees start a discussion about what is lawful on the Sabbath (2:23–28), a dispute 
that continues when Jesus heals a man with a shrivelled hand on the Sabbath (3:1–6). Jesus’ 
behaviour prompts the Pharisees to contact the Herodians with the suggestion of a plot to kill Jesus 
(3:6). Mark again highlights Jesus’ authority over physical diseases (first and fifth episode); and he 
now underscores Jesus’ authority over questions pertaining to the law, such as fasting, eating with 
sinners and the Sabbath (second, third and fourth episodes), and, provocatively, his authority to 
forgive sins (first episode).”3 

 
As Jesus was becoming more popular, there was a corresponding opposition and growing antagonism 
towards him, especially by religious leaders. In Mark’s account, this opposition was evident quite early in 
Jesus’ ministry – and there was also discussion about how to get rid of him.  
 

• If there is a strong response to a person’s behaviour or speech, it probably indicates that some 
underlying (and often unspoken) core values and beliefs have been challenged. What were some 
of the core values and beliefs that Jesus challenged, in each of these five episodes?  
 

• These core values and beliefs were grounded in the history and tradition of the Jewish people. 
What things in their history (in the OT) had taught them the need to hold fast to their laws/ tradition? 

 

In both of the passages, the verb “to see” plays an important part. Jesus “saw” “a man called Matthew”/ 
“Levi son of Alphaeus”. (Matt 9:9, Mk 2:14). By contrast, the Pharisees and teachers of the Law (the 
“Scribes”) “saw” that Jesus was eating with tax collectors and sinners. (Matt 9:11, Mk 2:16). Jesus saw a 
human being, Jesus identified the man by name and he spoke directly to him. He sat down and ate with 
him. By contrast, the Pharisees spoke about Jesus behind his back, to each other and to Jesus disciples. 
They referred to both Jesus and others in terms of ‘labels’ eg: “your teacher” and “tax collectors and 

                                                             
1 https://mikefrost.net/project/keep-christianity-weird-embracing-the-discipline-of-being-different-2018/  
2 http://protestantism.co.uk/ 
3 Schnabel, E. J. (2017). Mark: An Introduction and Commentary. (E. J. Schnabel, Ed.) (Vol. 2). London: Inter-Varsity Press. p64. 
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sinners”. They kept themselves separate from Levi and would not share his table or his food. Jesus had 
no qualms in responding to them directly, which both highlighted their behaviour and their attitudes. Jesus 
highlighted that he had an intentional reason for being there and his focus was on ministering to others. 

• Something that stands out through Jesus’ ministry was his willingness to acknowledge people, to 
treat them with respect and dignity, as well as meet their very real needs. What groups of people 
in our society who are seen as ‘invisible’ or who are not afforded dignity and respect? 

 
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, we read Jesus’ scathing assessment of how the Scribes and 
Pharisees responded to the ‘broken’ people in their society. 

• Read Luke 10:30-35 – but insert the name ‘Jesus’ where there is a reference to the Samaritan. 
What sort of practical things did the Samaritan do? How do these things reflect Jesus’ love for 
broken (and dying) humanity and his desire for us to be healed and made whole? What does the 
response of the Jewish religious leaders tell us about how they saw ‘brokenness’? 

 

The sub-title of the sermon this week is “Party with Sinners.” However, Garland challenges this idea: 
“One should not picture Jesus as simply partying with notorious sinners. For one, they may have 
been labeled “sinners” by pietist groups, such as the Pharisees, out of disdain for their refusal to 
heed their guidance on proper holiness, their consorting with Gentiles, or their employment in a 
blacklisted trade, such as a tanner or tax collector. For another, to follow Jesus in the full sense of 
the word requires repentance and obedience. His goal in reaching out to the sick is to bring about 
healing and transformation in their lives, not to gather them together for a fun time. Instead of sorting 
people into classifications, holy and unholy, clean and unclean, righteous and sinner, Jesus gathers 
them under the wings of God’s grace and love.”4 

• In Eph 5:1-2, we read “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice 
to God.” If a Holy God can become fully human, reaching out to us, who are ‘sick’ with sin and 
ceremonially ‘unclean’, what example does that set for us and our attitude to reaching  out in love 
to all types of people? What things do you do to intentionally reach out/ show God’s love to people? 

 

• Read Matt 7:1-5. Jesus taught that we must not judge others, but also about the ‘measure’ or 
‘scales’ that we use. What did Jesus see was the reason, for us tending to judge other people 
harder than ourselves? How do legalistic and judgemental attitudes impact relationships/ ministry? 

 

Parents and teachers tell children to ‘do’ and ‘not do’ certain things. Some are prescriptive (eg “don’t run”) 
and some are based on values or principles (eg “is that being kind?”). We find both in the New Testament. 
The Pharisees saw ‘holiness’ in terms of strictly ‘avoiding’ certain ‘unclean’ things (eg certain foods) and 
‘unclean’ people. Even the early church prohibited Gentile believers from eating meat that was offered to 
idols (Acts 15:28-29) and Paul prohibited partnerships with unbelievers and idol worship. (2 Cor 6:14-17).  

• In our life, work and study, we have to live in and engage with the world, but also seek to live in a 
way that honours God. Think of an ethical dilemma you’ve been faced with. What commands and 
principles from Scripture guided your actions? What principles are you unwilling to compromise? 

 

John Wesley’s teaching undergirds theology of Evangelical churches which follow the Wesleyan tradition. 
 “Wesley envisioned a holy church. … Wesley saw both justification and sanctification as gifts from 
God, wrought in us not by our own strength, but through His saving power. … Sin is still encamped 
around us on every side, but it is no longer our ally.  We burn the secret agreements we have with 
sin in the night while we confess Christ in the day.  We leave behind the agonizingly torn hearts, 
where we always live under condemnation because sin is always creeping back into our lives.  To 
be sanctified is to receive… a Spirit-baptism, a great gift from God.  It … changes your heart, re-
orients your relationships with the Triune God and gives you the capacity to love God and your 
neighbour in new and profound ways.  It transforms your perspective – because your heart is re-
oriented towards him in perfect love. In the life of a sanctified person, sin becomes your permanent 
enemy, not your secret lover! … for Wesley, holiness is never just about sins we avoid, it’s about 
fruit which we produce!  In Wesley, faith and fruit meet and are joyfully wed!  We no longer have a 
view of holiness which is legalistic, private, negative and static. Rather it is relational, communal and 
captivated by a vision of the in-breaking of God’s rule and reign!! ”5 

• Jesus embodied both perfect love and sinless perfection. What challenges does Tennent give us 
about: 1/ the need for holiness in our own lives; 2/ our attitude to sin; 3/ about the role of and our 
reliance on the Holy Spirit in transforming us; and 4/ the fruit that should flow from our lives? 

                                                             
4 Garland, D. E. (1996). Mark. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p104. 
5 Tennent, Dr. T. (2016) Four Great Wesleyan Distinctives III 
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