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When Jesus started teaching, a common theme that punctuated his sermons was “the kingdom of God” 
(or “kingdom of heaven”). That this was an important theme for Jesus, has led Biblical scholars to consider 
that this is probably one of the key overarching themes and one of the lenses through which we should 
read Scripture. In his book Gospel & Kingdom: A Christian Interpretation of the Old Testament, Graeme 
Goldsworthy starts his chapter, “The Kingdom revealed in Eden”, with the following words: 

“The Creation story must never be regarded merely as a sort of biblical “once-upon-a-time”. The fact 
that God is Creator and that man is his creature establishes at the outset the basis for understanding 
the Kingdom of God. When we speak of the sovereignty of God, we use a word which means his 
kingship, a kingship which is absolute and uncompromised. The creature is ruled and belongs, as a 
creature, within the sphere of God’s perfect rule. In making all things by the power of his word (2 Pet 
3:5), God shows the right he has as Creator to rule all things. The only perfect existence for the creature 
is that which is found within the framework of the rule of God.”1 

 
GETTING STARTED: Goldsworthy asserts that “the description of the Garden of Eden … provide(s) the 
essential framework of understanding the nature of the Kingdom as: God’s people (Adam and Eve) in 
God’s place (the Garden of Eden) under God’s rule (the word of God).2 A core tenet of Zionism is linked 
with having a physical homeland in Middle East, specifically Israel.3 Why, though, as Christians, do we 
often link our identity as Christians to a physical space (eg to a church building), rather than weighting our 
identity in being God’s people, the mission God has given us and in submitting to / obeying God’s word? 

 

READ: GENESIS 1:1-5, 26-31  

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 
 

 Phil talked about a false dichotomy that has arisen, between science and Scripture. The creation 
account in Genesis was written in a time when human beings did not have the scientific knowledge 
that is available to our generation. It was written at a time when there were many different creation 
myths among ancient civilisations, including the Babylonian creation account called Enuma Elish.4 
He highlighted that, while much of current scientific discussion rotates around ‘process’ and ‘how’ 
the universe came into being, that that wasn’t the focus or intent of the Genesis creation account. 
Instead, two chapters of Genesis is dedicated to telling us ‘who’ created the universe, what / who 
was created and the reason for the creation.   

 Among any group of Christians, there will be those who have strong views about the creation 
narrative, views held by various scientists and attempts to try to mesh science and creation. (eg 
intelligent design). There are also those who do not necessarily see any need to try to get their 
heads around or try to integrate the different views. What views do you hold around the intersection 
of the creation narrative and science? How strongly do you hold them?  
 

 We find two chapters devoted to the creation narrative in Genesis and two chapters at the end of 
Revelation, speaking about the ‘new creation’. However, Genesis isn’t written with the intention of 
answering the questions that 21st century science poses. It is not written as a textbook and neither 
is it merely an ancient text, posing, yet another creation myth. Yet, if we accept the Bible as the 
Word of God, we can learn much from Gen 1-2 about the author of creation, the existence of order 
in creation and about the nature of humanity, as the pinnacle of creation. Phil noted that God is 
mentioned 35 times in Gen 1. God is infinite but distinct from creation, which contrasts with a 
pantheistic worldview, where ‘god’ is in everything, including nature. In contrast with pluralism in 
that time, Gen 1 speaks of one God who is relational, who communicates and who reveals himself.   

 As Christians, we hold two, seemingly contradictory thoughts about God, in tension. God is 
sovereign, separate, omnipresent, awesome and far beyond anyone or anything we can imagine. 
Yet God is also imminent, personal, relational and knowable. In one breath, we relate to him as 
‘Father’, yet, in another, as ‘Almighty Lord of all’. Share some ways that you have related to God, 
both as you’ve reflected on Scripture and in your prayer life, in the last couple of weeks.  

 
1 Goldsworthy, G. (1981) Gospel & Kingdom: A Christian Interpretation of the Old Testament. (Exeter, UK: The Paternoster Press), 51. 
2 Ibid, 53. 
3 https://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/zionism  
4 https://www.worldhistory.org/article/225/enuma-elish---the-babylonian-epic-of-creation---fu/  
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 Phil commented that, when God declared the creation to be “good”, this – in itself – contrasted with 
prevailing thought about the nature of matter. In a time when the “spiritual” was seen to be elevated 
above the “physical”, plus the ‘deities’ were thought to maintain a distance from the things of the 
earth, God was reported to have intentionally created matter and to have established a relationship 
with human beings. The gospels refer to Jesus as “Emmanuel” / God with us (Matt 1:23, Is 7:14) 
and that “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”. (Jn 1:14) In Rev 21:3, there 
is an announcement that “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell 
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.”   

 There is an old poster that says: “Christ is the head of this house, the unseen guest at every meal, 
the silent listener to every conversation.” If you have other people in your home (ie who are not 
family members), you might change your routine and habits. If you were to consciously go through 
your day, with the knowledge that Christ is dwelling with you, what things might you change? 

 

 When discussing Gen 1:3-25, Phil highlighted that there are many different views about whether 
God created everything in 6 x 24 hour days, or some other time frame. However, this is not the 
focus of the text. The focus is on God creating everything with order and purpose, firstly by 
establishing the realms and then filling those realms with inhabitants. It is “the intentional and 
beautiful work of a gracious God.” A number of scientists have started their exploration of different 
fields of science and mathematics, with the view that, based on the way that God created, that 
there must be an order that is observable and makes sense.    

 What is a part of the created order, that amazes you? eg physical creation (such as nature), 
astronomy (looking at the night sky), the beauty and / or fragility of what you see, etc. How do the 
heavens (and all other parts of creation), declare “the glory of God” (Ps 19)? 
 

 We know that sin has impacts, not only on our relationship with God and our relationships with 
each other, but also on the physical environment. What detrimental impacts do you see – both 
locally and globally – from how humanity has treated creation? 

   

 In Gen 1:26-2:3, humanity is designated as the pinnacle of creation, by uniquely and distinctly 
being created in God’s own image (1:27). In the next verse, the vocation of humanity is stated: 
ruling over, subduing and stewarding creation. Phil highlighted Col 1:15-16, where Paul said that 
everything was created through Christ and FOR him. With this in mind, our dominion over creation 
has in view, that we honour the Saviour in all we do. However, the key to us flourishing in the 
goodness of creation, is by being focussed on keeping the creator at the centre, rather than viewing 
ourselves as the centre of our universe.     

 Phil commented that these verses would also suggest concern and action in relation to 
conservation and the environment. In Orthodox Judaism, the idea of Tikkun Olam, includes ideas 
of repairing what is wrong with the world, including engaging in acts of social justice.5 Reformer 
Martin Luther unlinked the concept of ‘vocation’ (which relates to everyone and the work they do) 
with the more-narrow concept of ‘religious vocation’.6 As such, all our work has meaning and 
purpose, even if we don’t feel that way. In what ways does the work you do – whether at home, in 
a work place or even in your hobbies, bring ‘shalom’ and healing to our world? 

 

 One Christian farmer / agrarian, Joel Salatin, has thought through the implications of the creation 
on the way he engages with the land. Some of the principles he has adopted are as follows:  

1. Healing the earth serves as a fundamental object lesson of God’s healing of our spiritual condition. 
2. Adhere to God’s nature patterns as an indicator of humility and obedience to his plan. 
3. Embrace physical stewardship as a visceral template for how far God’s redemptive capacity 

stretches. 
4. Appreciate the holistic capacity of life; that sacred and secular, spiritual and physical co-mingle. 
5. Express faithfulness to my King in ambassadorship, to receive the commendation: “Well done, thou 

Good and faithful servant. 
6. Empower others to become entrepreneurial agrarians with multi-generational family businesses. 
Every day I pray, ‘Lord, let me operate this farm exactly like you would if you were here in person.’ It’s 
a ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ situation, realizing that the land is holy; indeed, all of creation can be 
sanctified by our interaction with it. 7  
 How do you respond to his thoughts? How might you apply these in your own work? How might 

these principles help you to ‘flourish’ where you are planted?  
 

5 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tikkun-olam-repairing-the-world/  
6 https://tifwe.org/how-vocation-inspired-martin-luther-to-launch-the-reformation/  
7 https://tifwe.org/joel-salatin-on-work-and-stewardship-part-1/  
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