
Springwood Baptist Church Term 2, 2021 Series: The Rule of God Week 3: When God’s Rule is Rejected, Evil Triumphs 

 
Over the last 12 months, especially during periods of lockdown, people have experienced times where 
they have been separated from their family and friends. One Australian expatriate living in UK complained 
about how unfair it was, that the Australian PM could go sightseeing in UK, while she had been unable to 
physically see her family.1 But this week, Peter M highlighted that – while we read Gen 3 through western 
lens, viewing sin in terms of doing wrong and experiencing guilt, that many people across the globe, would 
read this account, through the lens of “shame vs honour”. The act of sin brought shame to the family of 
Adam and to the human race. As such, we are banished from the presence of God and treated as dead. 
The apostle Paul wrote about this in Eph 2 and the work of Christ in bringing us back into his presence:  

12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.  (Eph 2:12-13) 

 
GETTING STARTED: Children in a school playground quickly learn what it means to be excluded and / 
or alienated. On one day, two kids are ‘best friends’ and, on the next, one sits alone, feeling excluded and 
left out, as their former ‘besty’ runs around with kids from a different ‘clique’. This situation can play out 
throughout our lives, in families and at work, for many different reasons. What was one time when you felt 
alienated or left out? Was it possible to rectify / restore the relationship(s)? How did you find a way forward? 

 

READ: GENESIS 3:1-24  

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Peter’s sermon this week? 
 

 Peter spent time talking about the character of Satan, as the great deceiver, liar, slanderer, 
murderer and destroyer. Satan’s character and attributes are diametrically opposed to the 
character and attributes of God. As such, Satan is a formidable and dangerous enemy, that we 
should not dismiss. Peter commented that it is dangerous to either not believe in the existence of 
Satan, or, to be light-hearted in the way we talk about him. Very early in the book of Genesis, we 
find that Satan presents himself as a serpent and acts to alienate humanity from God.   

 In the ‘Getting Started’ question, we reflected on times when we have felt alienated from others. In 
some situations, we may be alienated, because others have intentionally made comments about 
us, which undermine how others view our character, credibility and/ or competence. Our reputation 
may be irrevocably destroyed and, in some cases, we may have lost our jobs. If you have been in 
this situation, comment on how you felt, when you realised that another person had twisted the 
truth, when talking about you.  

  

 When you think about 1/ the character of Satan and 2/ how we talk about others, impacts them – 
why do you think Paul wrote the following words in Eph 4:29-32? What things about the character 
of God are we to adopt – and what aspects of the character of Satan, are we to relinquish?  
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

 Peter noted the tactics that Satan adopted: 1/ he sought to get Eve to doubt the word of God, “did 
God say …” v1; 2/ he wanted her to doubt God’s motives, “for God knows …” v4; 3/ he appealed 
to her wanting to have knowledge and “be like God”, “knowing good and evil” v4-5; and 4/ he 
rebuffed the idea that there would be consequences for disobeying God, “You will not die” v4. 
Effectively, Satan was undermining the character of God and the Word of God, in order to get her 
to act contrary to God’s commands. Peter also noted that, when Jesus was tempted by Satan in 
the Wilderness (Matt 4:1-11), that Jesus triumphed, by being anchored in / knowing God’s Word.  

 Peter noted that each party in this transaction: the serpent, the man and the woman, suffered 
consequences for their sin. Read Gen 3:14-19 again. What specific consequences applied to: 
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o v14-15 the serpent 
o v16 the woman 
o v17-19 the man  

How do these consequences continue to impact us, in our world today? 
 

 In Gen 3:7, 10-11, 21 – an immediate consequence for both the man and the woman, was realising 
that they were naked. How did they respond to this knowledge? Why did they respond this way? 
What role did ‘shame’ have in this? How did God respond to their sense of shame?  

 

 Reflect on the following passages. A couple of these link the concept of ‘nakedness’ with ‘shame’ 
/ disgrace. In Rev 3, the church at Laodicea was criticised for not having an appropriate sense of 
‘shame’. Yet, we also see the grace of God is covering our shame and clothing us. How does God’s 
action in Gen 3:21, pre-empt his actions of clothing us, in Revelation 19?    
“Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbours, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so 
that he can gaze on their naked bodies! 16 You will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is 
your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed. The cup from the LORD’s right hand is coming 
around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory. (Hab 2:15-16)  
17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that 
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 
fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful 
nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. (Rev 3:17-18)  
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead 
with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while 
we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be 
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 
life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit 
as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. (2 Cor 5:1-5)  
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For 
the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and 
clean, was given her to wear.” (Rev 19:6-8) 

 

 In Gen 3:22-23, we read that God banished the man and woman from the garden. They were 
banished from the presence of God, but they were also banished from an existence where the 
abundant blessings of God were an everyday part of life. In the passage from 2 Cor 5 (above), 
Paul writes that “we groan and are burdened”. It is as we groan under the burdens of life, that we 
realise that we are not in the place that God intended for us. We want something more, but often 
do not realise that that that ‘something more’, cannot be substituted by materialism, food or ‘stuff’.   

 The experience of being ‘banished’ from the land is repeated a number of times through Scripture, 
whether it be through the time in Egypt, exile in Babylon/ Assyria, the overrun of Jerusalem by 
Rome or the exile of John on the Isle of Patmos. The following passage from Jer 29 was included 
in last week’s study. Read through these verses, then reflect on the verses that are in bold.  

o What does it mean to “seek me (God) with all your heart”? 
o What does it mean when God says “I will be found by you”? 
o Is there a conflict between God saying “I have banished you” and “I carried you into exile”? 
o What picture of God do you get in your head, from the words, “I will gather you” and “I will 

bring you back”? What does this tell us about the character and attributes of God?   
10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 
you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” 
declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the 
nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back 
to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 

 
 
REFLECTION: The consequences of sin continue to impact us. We have hard work and challenging 
situations. Shame and alienation impact us. We struggle to know the difference between good and evil. 
Yet, God has personally come into our world, to rescue and bring us back to Him and into his presence.  


