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In the last sermon in this series, Steve spoke from Gen 11:1-9, on the topic “When God’s rule is rejected, 
God still rules”. As members of God’s kingdom, we submit to and declare the reign and rule of God. Over 
this series, we have seen that rejection of God’s rule leads to depravity and violence. In Romans 1:18-23, 
the apostle Paul wrote that when we make a decision to reject the rule of God, a consequence is to choose 
to worship a ‘god’ that cannot exercise its rule over us. To do this, we must elevate our estimate of who 
we are, while simultaneously ‘diminishing’ / minimising how we see God and respond to his mighty acts.  
 
GETTING STARTED: Below are texts from Rom 1:18-23 (NLT) and Ps 40:4-5, 11-13, 16-17 (NASB) In 
KJV, Ps 40:16 reads: Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation 
say continually, The LORD be magnified. Reflect on the contrasts in these two passages. Eg what do 
they tell us about “truth”, acknowledging the works of God, acknowledging sin in our own lives, responding 
to and worshipping God? Then consider: What does it mean, for us, to ‘exalt’ / ‘magnify’ the LORD?  
 
18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness. 19 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. 20 For ever since 
the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can 
clearly see his invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not 
knowing God. 21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And 
they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, 
ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. 
 
How blessed is the man who has made the LORD his trust, And has not turned to the proud, nor to those 
who become involved in falsehood. 5 Many, LORD my God, are the wonders which You have done, And 
Your thoughts toward us; There is no one to compare with You. If I would declare and speak of them, 
They would be too numerous to count.  … You, LORD, will not withhold Your compassion from me; 
Your mercy and Your truth will continually watch over me. 12 For evils beyond number have surrounded 
me; My guilty deeds have overtaken me, so that I am not able to see; They are more numerous than the 
hairs of my head, And my heart has failed me. Be pleased, LORD, to rescue me; Hurry, LORD, to help me. 
… May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; May those who love Your salvation continually say, 
“The LORD be exalted!” 17 But I am afflicted and needy; May the Lord be mindful of me. You are my help 
and my saviour; Do not delay, my God.  
 
READ: GENESIS 11:1-9  

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Steve’s sermon this week? 
 

 Gen 11 is set “in the land of Shinar”, ie Mesopotamia. Here, we see evidence of a Babylonian 
construction methods (baking bricks and using tar for mortar). John Walton suggests that the tower 
of Babel was most likely a Ziggurat structure: “the Tower of Babel project is a temple complex 
featuring a ziggurat, which was designed to make it convenient for the god to come down to his 
temple, receive worship from the people, and bless them”.1 (see picture2 on next page) And, “with 
the development of urbanization people began to envision their gods in human terms. People were 
no longer trying to be like God, but more insidiously, were trying to bring god down to the level of 
fallen humanity.”3  

 In Gen 1, humanity was made in the image of God, with the intention that we bear and reflect that 
image.  Yet, Walton is suggesting that this structure at the centre of Babylonian worship – reflected 
their limited understanding of God and the creator’s intent for them. Reflect on the following verses 
from 1 Jn 3:1-3. What does John see as the natural outflow, of us reflecting God’s image?  

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.   

 
1 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p374. 
2 https://www.dkfindout.com/us/history/mesopotamia/ziggurats/  
3 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p377. 
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 Walton notes: “It is no longer humanity that is being corrupted; it is their view of deity that is being 
distorted and twisted beyond recognition. … The people at Babel have lost any realistic sense of 
who God is. … these people can never really come to know God because only the distorted image 
shows. … At the core of (pagan polytheism) is the belief that the gods have needs. Worship and 
human response to the gods in general are directed toward meeting those needs. The gods need 
to be fed, clothed, and housed. They are pampered, patronized, and manipulated. The heart of 
paganism is not found in the perversity of rituals but in the degradation of deity. When gods are 
distinguished only by their power instead of by their character, transcendence, and autonomy, they 
become like puppets … (ie) make them do whatever you want however you can, but be careful not 
to jar them too much or they may explode.”4   

 There is a difference between the way an adult seeks to have their needs met versus how a two-
year old, might behave when they want something. A child might scream, yell or have a tantrum, 
even in a supermarket aisle. By contrast, Jesus taught us to pray, plus gave us commands to ask, 
seek and knock. (Matt 7:7-12) What do Jesus’ teachings on prayer, tell us about how we need to 
relate to God? What do we learn from Jesus’ prayer: “but not my will, but yours be done.” 
 

 “We want to be able to control and manipulate God. Control and manipulation can only be 
successful when there are needs to be met or withheld. Needs plus power equals oppression. We 
cannot have it both ways: a docile God brimming with power that is available to our every whim. 
This is more akin to Aladdin’s genie of the lamp … than to God. In Genesis 11 the Bible does not 
explain how to fix the problem, it only alludes to the problem. But there are biblical strategies to 
help us develop and maintain an “industrial-strength” concept of God that is appropriately and 
biblically transcendent. We need to let God be God. We can do this by becoming aware of the 
ways in which we dilute God: 
1. We dilute God by redistributing his power. 
2. We dilute God by restricting his autonomy. 
3. We dilute God by regulating his power.”5  

 These three points are described below. Do you do any of these things as you relate to God? 
“We can tell where we distribute power by observing what we tend to rely on. Sometimes we rely on things 
like government or technology to solve our problems or to bring us success and comfort. Most of all, we 
rely on ourselves: our hard work, our ingenuity, our network. Relying on God asks us to take risks by not 
hedging our bets. How would our lives look different if we let God be God - if we didn’t drain off his power? 
I think we would take more “obedience risks.””6 
 
“Even though we do not use idols in our worship, we can easily lead ourselves to think that God is obligated 
to us. Anytime God is viewed as under obligation, his autonomy is limited. If we think that God owes us 
something because of the money we give, the service we render, the praise we sing, the pew we warm, 
the prayers we say, or the pseudo-promises we claim, we are guilty of diluting God. …We must recognize 
that anything we do for God cannot be viewed as putting him in our debt but is rather only a small payback 
for the incalculable debt we owe him.”7 
 
“God’s power is an awesome thing. We dilute God when we try to tap into that power in order to redirect it 
for our own purpose or benefit. We are called to be the channel of that power. … We are delighted for 
God’s power to work wonders in our lives but reluctant to allow his power to cleanse and purify us.”8 

 
4 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p380. 
5 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p383-384.  
6 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p384. 
7 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p385. 
8 Walton, J. H. (2001). Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p386. 
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