
Life Group Discussion questions: Nehemiah 4:1-9: 

(based on Sanballat’s scornful questions.) 

1) What are those feeble Jews doing? 

Think of times, in Scripture and in you life, when God chose to use the weak and foolish 
rather than the strong and wise. What are our strengths at SBC? Can you identify 2-3 
areas which might be considered ‘weak’? – Ask God to provide His grace in our 
weakness. 

2) Will they restore their wall? 

What was the purpose of the wall around Jerusalem (or any other ancient city)? Walls 
can ‘keep out’, as well as ‘keep in’. What might we ‘keep out’ or ‘keep in’ (intentionally or 
unintentionally) by our attitudes and our traditional ways of meeting? What ‘gates’ might 
allow easier movement in and out? 

3) Will they offer sacrifices? 

The meaning of this question is uncertain. Would Nehemiah offer sacrifices as the 
foundations were completed? As the wall was finished? What sacrifices were the 
labourers making in their commitment to the work? What sacrifices might be required of 
us as we follow Jesus into His future for SBC? In other cultures, sacrifices were to gain 
the favour of the gods. Did Sanballat think that Nehemiah needed to earn God’s 
pleasure? Does it make any difference to your service knowing that you enjoy God’s 
favour in Christ? 

4) Will they finish in a day? 

Rebuilding Jerusalem’s wall was no easy task. The workers needed stamina and 
determination. Many of our members have demonstrated their commitment to the church 
over decades of service. Pause to name these faithful saints. Thank God for their 
faithfulness. How do they inspire my commitment be to the church’s future? 

 5) Can they bring those stones back to life from piles of burned rubble?  

In the wake of the COVID lock-down, what do you value about SBC? – Thank God for 
those things. What might need to be left aside as ‘ash’? How can we celebrate what’s 
been good in the past, but has lost its effectiveness? Let’s ask God for wisdom to 
discern what He wants to bring ‘out of the ashes’. 


