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“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully 
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Cor 15:58) 
“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. … stand firm in the 
one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those 
who oppose you.” (Phil 1:27-28a) 
 
Paul wrote that “we preach Christ crucified” (1 Cor 1:23) and “Christ died for our sins.” (1 Cor 15:3) In this 
chapter, Paul’s focus is: “we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead.” (1 Cor 15:15) 

 
ICEBREAKER: What is the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ? Have 2 or 3 people take 1-2 minutes 
each to explain the basics of the gospel to the rest of the group. Draw a picture if that helps. 

• Then ask: when we think about the gospel, how much do we focus on the death of Jesus? And 
how much do we focus on the resurrection of Jesus? Does it make any difference to the message? 

 

READ: 1 Cor 15:1-12 
 
If we read through the book of Acts, the primary focus of gospel preaching was the resurrection. In the 
words of Walter Martin: 

“What was the central truth of the early apostles’ preaching? What was the stimulus to the miraculous 
growth of the early church? What was the energizing force which spread the gospel across the faith 
of the earth? The answer to all these questions is the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. “He is risen!” 
was the victorious cry of the early Christians, and they spread it to the ends of the earth.”1 

 
In 1 Cor 15, the apostle Paul challenged the Corinthians about their belief in the resurrection.  

• What was the false teaching that some of the Corinthians had embraced? (1 Cor 15:12) 
 

1 Cor 15:1-11 is called a ‘creedal statement’. It recounts some fundamentals about Christian faith. 

• What was Paul was trying to impress on the Corinthians, by repeatedly saying “he appeared to 
…”? 

 
READ: 1 Cor 15:12-19 
 
Jesus’ miraculously raised three people from the dead: the widow’s son at Nain (Lk 7:11-17), Jairus’ 
daughter (Matt 9:18-26) and Lazarus (Jn 11:17-44). Coinciding with Jesus’ resurrection, were accounts 
that many people had come back to life and were walking around Jerusalem. (Matt 27:52-53) Paul believed 
that people could be raised from the dead, but even Jews were divided about this belief. (Acts 23:6-8) For 
Paul, resurrection – especially the resurrection of Jesus - was the lynchpin of the gospel message.  

• What did Paul believe were the negative implications, if resurrection from the dead was impossible?  
o 1 Cor 15:13 

 
o 1 Cor 15:14 

 
o 1 Cor 15:15-16 

 
o 1 Cor 15:17 

 
o 1 Cor 15:18 

 
o 1 Cor 15:19 

 

• What attitude do (some) people adopt, if there is no reason to consider that there is anything after 
death? What are the lifestyle implications? (1 Cor 15:32-34) 

                                                           
1 Martin, W.R. (1975). Essential Christianity. Rev.Ed. Santa Ana, CA: Vision., p59. 
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READ: 1 Cor 15:20-28 
 
However, Paul loudly proclaimed that “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” and that Christ is the 
‘firstfruits’ or beginning of the harvest of those who have already died. (1 Cor 15:20). But Jesus’ 
resurrection was not solely about Christ giving us the means to have life after death. It was not just about 
breaking the curse on Adam and all of humanity, that came from original sin. (Gen 3:19, Rom 5:12-21) It 
assured that Christ would return: “when he comes”. (1 Cor 15:23) Paul also saw the resurrection of Christ 
both in terms of supreme victory and Jesus making obvious the reign of the kingdom of God over all things. 
Roman readers would have also heard the message that even the imperial power of Rome was temporal. 

• What are some of the positive implications of Jesus rising from the dead? 
o 1 Cor 15:22-23 

 
o 1 Cor 15:24-25 

 
o 1 Cor 15:26 

 
o 1 Cor 15:27 

 
o 1 Cor 15:28 

 
READ: 1 Cor 15:29-34 
 
In 2 Cor 11:23-28, Paul listed out the hardships he endured in ministry, including physical beatings and 
repeatedly fearing for his life. In 1 Cor 15:30-32, Paul highlighted that “his apostolic ministry was a constant 
round of hardship and danger of all kinds. … His point, of course, is that he is indeed crazy to put his life 
in constant jeopardy for the sake of others, if neither he nor they have hope in the resurrection.”2 
 
In 2 Tim 1:11-12, Paul wrote: 

“God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. That is why I am 
suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure 
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return.” (NLT) 

 
Believing Jesus had risen from the dead, Paul also believed Jesus would return and Paul would share in 
his glory. He considered his suffering as short-term and minor by comparison (Rom 8:17-19) In Phil 3:10-
11, he wrote: “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”  

 
Consider the following two quotes by N.T. Wright: 

“people who believe in the resurrection, in God making a whole new world in which everything will 
be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to work for that new world in the present.” 
 
“resurrection doesn’t mean escaping from the world; it means mission to the world based on Jesus’s 
lordship over the world.”3 
 

• The message of resurrection hope challenges every human power structure, formed by politics, 
military might, socio-economic disparity, gender, race or other injustice. What things about the 
example of Paul, both challenge and encourage you, to join in God’s kingdom work in this world? 

 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY 
“Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. May 
your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” (Matt 6:9-10 NLT)  

• Think of a mission partner that you regularly pray for. What motivated them to leave the relative 
security of Australia, home, family, job, etc? How are they declaring and demonstrating the reign 
and rule of God where they are serving? Pray for them to be courageous and effective ministers of 
the gospel. 

• Think of a current global issue or situation, that has recently been in the news. If you dared to 
dream and pray into that situation, how would you like God to tangibly display his reign and rule in 
that? Pray for that situation and for God to overrule. 

                                                           
2 Fee, G. D. (2014). The First Epistle to the Corinthians. (N. B. Stonehouse, F. F. Bruce, G. D. Fee, & J. B. Green, Eds.) (Revised Edition). 
Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. p850-851. 
3 N.T. Wright (2011), Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church New York, NY: 
HarperCollins Publishers Inc.  
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