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Discipleship Values z

Over 2018, as a church, we will continue our focus on discipleship. The preaching and study series for
Term 1 2018 is called ‘Discipleship Values’. This is a topical series and will focus on a number of different
New Testament passages. Today, our study is titled ‘Come, follow, learn from and obey Jesus”.
PRAY: Ask God to challenge you this year, both individually and as a group, to not only want to know God
better, but also to be continually learning from Him and seeking to be obedient to Him.
After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to his disciples a number of times. This study is a ‘mash up’
of two passages which record two of these meetings: one on a mountain (Matt 28:16-20) and one at the
Sea of Galilee/ Tiberias (John 21:1-23).
READ JOHN 21:1-8
Seven followers of Jesus had gone fishing. For some of them – Peter, James and John – getting back into
a fishing boat was a return to the life they’d known and the vocation they had had – before Jesus had first
come along and challenged them to follow him.
It had been a long, frustrating and unproductive night. The disciples initially didn’t recognise the person on
the distant beach. What they did recognise, though, was his miraculous intervention and provision.
On hearing the call “it is the Lord”, Simon Peter was so excited that he put his clothes back on and (literally)
threw himself into the sea, to swim towards the shore. This wasn’t a particularly ‘bright’ thing to do; the
Sea of Galilee could get rough and was 43m deep at worst (the average depth is 26m).
• If you had (or have had) one final opportunity to see and talk to someone you love: what extent
would you go to and what risks would you take to get to spend time with them?
•

How much is your relationship with God and your daily devotions, driven by the thought: “I want to
see, listen to and speak to Jesus”?

•

Where would you rate your commitment to working on your relationship with God, including
spending time with God each day, reading the Word and praying?

1…………………………………………………3……………………………………….……………5
Not really a priority
Occasionally pray
Try to prioritise
READ JOHN 21:9-13
When the disciples got to shore, Jesus had a fire burning, with fish and bread cooking over the fire. In
John 21:12, Jesus invited them to “come and have breakfast.” They were tired, wet and hungry. In turn,
Jesus wanted to show his love and care for them by meeting their needs and spending time with them. He
nourished them with good food, but also wanted to encourage, bless and challenge them.
In John 1:14, we read that “the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing
love and faithfulness.” Think about the picture that John has painted for us: a group of friends sitting around
a campfire/ bbq: eating, talking and sharing together with Jesus. Jesus invites us – both individually and
as groups of people - to spend time with him, to learn from him and be fed by him. In Matt 18:20, Jesus
said: “where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.”
• How do you feel about this personal invitation by Jesus to you – to spend time with him and
fellowshipping with other followers of Jesus?
READ MATT 28:1-2, 5-10, 16-17
On the way back from the tomb, Jesus met Mary Magdalene and the ‘other’ Mary. He gave them a
message for the disciples. He invited them to get out of Jerusalem and meet him on a mountain in Galilee.
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•

What was the response of the women in the Matthew passage? What was the response of the
disciples in the Matthew passage?

•

Read John 21:12 (again). Even though the John passage records the third appearance by Jesus
to the disciples after his resurrection (John 21:14), and they had seen Jesus perform many miracles
before his death, why do you think they responded so cautiously to Jesus after he did such an
amazing miracle?

Before the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, the relationship between the disciples and Jesus often
seemed to be familiar and casual. In the John passage, the disciples had exclaimed, “It is the Lord!” Jesus
had risen from and defeated death. The disciples’ physical response to Jesus – of falling down before him
and worshipping him - was a tangible acknowledgement of the Lordship of Christ.
Jesus invites us into a relationship with him. But, at the same time, that relationship requires us to
acknowledge the sovereignty of God in our lives and obey him. In Jesus’ words: “You are my friends if you
do what I command.” (John 15:14)
READ JOHN 21:14-23
In the NIV translation, this passage has the header: “Jesus reinstates Peter”. This header, though, is a
late addition and can skew how we read the passage. Jesus’ question to Peter – “do you love me?” – also
precedes two commands by Jesus and a prophecy about how Peter will die. Jesus was also asking Peter:
do you love me (enough) to obey me, even though this obedience will mean you will have to leave the life
you’ve always known and that this obedience will cost you your life?
• What were the commands that Jesus gave to Peter:
o John 21:15-17 (given three times). What sort of ministry is Jesus referring to?
o

John 21:19, 22 (given twice).

•

Read Phil 2:8. What example did Jesus give us?

•

When we think about the early apostles in the New Testament, such as Paul, Peter and Stephen,
what sorts of things did they deal with, while seeking to be obedient to Christ? (2 Cor 11:23-27)
Would you be willing to endure these sorts of trials?

READ MATT 28: 18-20 (NLT) (below)
18
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore,
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
• Circle the five verbs/ actions in this passage. Which ones do you find hard to do? Which ones have
you never done? Which of these do you do regularly?
•

If we name some key New Testament people (eg Peter, Paul, James the brother of Jesus, Lydia,
Priscilla and Aquila, …), where did they ‘go’ (or ‘stay’) to fulfil these commands? Other than
intentional travel, what other things forced people to be ‘mobile’ in the 1st century AD Roman world?

APPLICATION/ RESPONSE: Have you been challenged or encouraged by things that you’ve discussed
in this study? Take a moment to quietly consider these statements and how you need to respond to this
study this year. If you feel comfortable, share your response with your group. Then, pray for each other.
☐

I want to be like Peter – and develop a passion for meeting with Jesus.

☐

I want to accept Jesus’ invitation – to spend (more) time with him, both privately and with other
believers – and learn from him and his word.

☐

I want to fall at Jesus’ feet and worship him, proclaiming him as my Lord.

☐

I want to commit myself to following Jesus and obeying his word, whatever that costs.

☐

I want to obey Jesus, by making disciples, who will also follow Jesus.
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