
Church Connection 15th January 2023 
 
Dear church family, 

There are still many of you to whom Heather and I have not had the chance to extend our New Year’s 

greetings and prayers. Let me do so now, asking for God’s grace and blessing to be yours in abundance 

during the year now unfolding around us. 

We tend to start the year with goals, dreams and aspirations for what might be achieved. I’m not sure why 

we’re so fascinated by the ticking over of the clock at midnight on Dec 31, resulting in the turning of the 

calendar. Perhaps it’s just because calendars are usually printed for 12 months, and so we have some 

visual suggestion of a clean slate. 

On the other hand, there’s plenty that we carry with us from one year to the next: our habits, our 

personality, the challenges we continue to face – whether they be financial, family, health or the like. Not 

everything is brand new in the new year, but perhaps it’s just that we love the idea of new beginnings. Yes, 

there are things we’d like to change. There are habits we’d like to break; goals we want to strive for; 

targets we want to set – and the blank calendar seems to excite those possibilities. 

My brother and sister both had ‘Autograph Books’ when they were younger. For those of you who don’t 

know, they were the ‘selfie with a celebrity’ of yesteryear. I recall that my grandmother wrote this little 

ditty in my sister’s book: “The future lies before you like a drift of riven snow. Be careful how you treat it, 

for every step will show.” – May the Lord guide your footsteps as you walk with Him into all that 2023 holds 

for us individually, and as a fellowship. 

Grace and Peace, 

Phil Grebert | Interim Senior Pastor 

 
Church Services [10 am & 6pm] 
This Sunday, at the 10am service, Steve Cooper will be preaching from Psalm 19. The service will be led by 

the 8.30am group. At the 6pm service, Lisa Mercer will be preaching from Psalm 127 and the music led by 

the 4pm crew.  

 

Services in January (No Live stream in January) 
15th January – 10am & 6pm 

22nd & 29th January – 8.30am, 10.30am & 6pm  

5th February – back to four services 

 

Pastoral / staff team holidays: 
Steve Krimmer:  7 December -28 January 

Annie Hunter:  26 December – 20 January 

 

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: I have been invited to be the main speaker at the annual Boro Baptist conference in 

Assam next month. Recent government regulations require me to apply for a missionary visa which is not 

straightforward. I have applied for it and it is in the hands of the Indian embassy staff in Canberra. Please 

pray that it will be granted, otherwise I will not be able to preach or take seminars in Assam. The 

authorities are becoming quite strict in enforcing visa conditions. 

Stephen – the man in Assam who has blood cancer and for whom we have been praying, has started 

treatment in Guwahati. So far he has had no side-effects for which he is grateful. Please continue to pray 

for him and his family during this difficult time.  



From Kath W: My house is getting finished and the wall has started. This week I have moved stuff back in 

after the floor was redone. It has been nice to unpack and put some things away. Hopefully by early next 

week it will be finished. Language learning is continuing to progress but this week a few less lessons in 

trying to get the house down and supervise and feed the builders. Here, it is the person who hired the 

builders responsibility to feed the workers.  

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya: Pray for Tendai in his work that he may be a light to his colleagues and 

have wisdom and energy to do his job well. Please pray for SIM Zimbabwe as they seek a new national 

director, that God will raise up the right person to lead the team into the future.  

SRE and Conor Clarke: Please pray for this year’s kindergarten students and their parents as they make 

decisions about enrolling their children in SRE. Conor has had some good opportunities to explain SRE to 

parents at kindergarten parent information nights last year. Please pray that parents would see the value 

of SRE and that they would have lots of students in their classes this year.  

Blue Mountains Fusion: Christmas has been a wonderful time to connect with community. In the lead up 

to December, we sensed a longing in the community for connection and belonging. So it was no surprise 

that the Glenbrook Community Carols and Springwood Community Carols were incredibly well attended by 

diverse range of people from our community. The Glenbrook Carols were run in partnership with 

Glenbrook Baptist Church, and we ran a range of festival games, including making some creative-looking 

balloon sculptures. It was great to dig out the "festival toolbox" and run sack races, stilt walking, tug-of-

war, and more! 

The Springwood Community Carols were also a huge success. With close to two thousand people there, it 

was a moment for the churches to bring connection to the community after two years of living at a 

distance. Everyone was so happy to be there. With an amazing community feel of people wanting to be 

part of something local, there were many who even shared that they were catching up with others they 

hadn't seen since high school! A volunteer team of over fifty people made it all happen, running games, 

activities, BBQs and more. 

At Fusion, we're passionate about these kinds of partnerships, where we work together with others to 

create places of welcome and kingdom hospitality. 

 

First Tuesday Fellowship 
Tuesday February 7th - Stephen Downie (previously with Pocket Testament League) will be speaking about 

his work with Redeemer Ministries. Stephen, with his small group of supporters, has overseen the release 

and resettlement of 206 families enslaved through debt in the brick kilns of Pakistan, as well as the 

provision of Christian schools, mobile medical vans and women's literacy and sewing classes. All these are 

resulting in people coming to know Jesus.  Stephen's message is well-worth hearing.  Pioneer Hall - 

morning tea at 10 am, meeting at 10.30. Everyone is welcome. 

 
Dates for your diary: 
Saturday 28th January: Ministry training (for Kids and Youth Ministry leaders) 
Sunday 29th January: Commissioning for all our church workers 
Sunday 26th February: Church meeting (AGM) 

 
Weekly Ministries 
Our weekly ministries are in recess during the school holidays and will resume: 

• Useful Group: Wednesday 1st February 

• Kids Club: Friday 3rd February 

• J-Walk: Friday 3rd February 

• Kids Church: Sunday 5th February 



• Girls Brigade: Tuesday 7th February 

• KYB: Thursday 9th February 

• Creative Spaces: Thursday 9th February 

• Playcentre: Friday 10th February 
 

Ministry Opportunities for 2023 
Are you looking at serving our church this year? Click on this link  https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup  to see the 
list or sign-up. If there is nothing suitable from the list, please have a chat with the pastoral team where 
your gifting could be used.  
 

Women’s Wellbeing Space 
A four-week group to support women around resilience and self-care. 

Mondays 10am-12pm, February 13-March 6, 2023 at Macquarie Cottage 

Connect with others over a cuppa and chat. Enjoy art and mindfulness-based activities 

Facilitator: Monika. 

Contact us for more info: 4751 4154 / inquiryMCCS@gmail.com 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office.   
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    

https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup
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