
Church Connection 17th October 2021 
 
Now is the season for Grace 
It is becoming clear, now that NSW is opening up, those that will be at most risk from the Covid-19 virus 
will be the unvaccinated. The Baptist Association is encouraging churches to consider how we can best 
protect those who choose to stay unvaccinated. 
We’ve all noticed that there can be considerable angst between people over Covid vaccinations, on social 
media, in the community, at work and even within churches and our own families. Both sides of the 
argument being convinced that their understanding and choice is correct. 
However, as Christians our love needs to be unconditional. We are meant to be distinctive by our love for 
each other and our neighbours. I think that no matter what position we hold, or even how quickly we want 
to embrace closer mixing, we need to be gracious with each other. It’s alright to “lovingly disagree” over 
the appropriateness of vaccination for Covid but we should be able to still accept each other in love. 
Maintaining relationship is more important than trying to win an argument or debate. 
I’m looking forward to 2022 and praying that NSW, Australia and the world recovers from this epidemic 
and considers our vulnerability and need for God. 
Peter Melbourne | Associate Pastor 

 
Zoom Church this Sunday 
We've got Zoom Church again this weekend 17th October! 10:15am start. 
Just a reminder there will be no 6pm stream but we'll get something up on YouTube as soon as we can. 
The Huntsay House is leading worship for us and Steve Callan be talking about Practicing the Way of Jesus - 
looking at shaping our loves through habit and introducing another practice.  
Hope you can join us! 
Click on this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119377392?pwd=ZG8rVWVsQjhSS2REbmRzUkt 
Meeting ID: 891 1937 7392 
Passcode: sbcfam 
 
In-Person Church Services  
From 31st October, our 10.30am live-streamed service will be open to anyone who wish to attend. There will be   
space for 104 attendees. Bookings are required so we can manage the Covid safe numbers in our building. Please 
register on this link:  https://tinyurl.com/1030-service-Oct-31-Rego 
Masks must be worn and congregational singing is not allowed. Signing in with the QR code is a Covid Safe 
requirement by NSW Government. Please don’t forget to sign-in when you arrive at church.  
For parents with children who wish to attend this service, Caitlyn Mutya will have activities planned for the kids. 
Please register them separately on this link: https://tinyurl.com/KidsChurch-Oct-31-Rego 

 
Kids Church at Home 
Please check our website for the weekly lesson and other links. 
https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 
 
Mission Partners 
From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya: Please pray for those we left behind in Zimbabwe – friends, ministry 
workers and family. Please pray for continued connection between TCC (The Community Church) in 
Zimbabwe and the home of the disadvantaged elderly in Idawakwoko.  

From Ned: Give thanks that restrictions have eased in my city, allowing me to meet in person for my own 
language classes and to meet friends in person again, as well as get out and about some more. Please pray 
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for the next week – that the students and lecturers might have a restful mid-semester break. Pray that the 
students would be wise in spending time with their families and resting from study and working if they 
need to.  

Caring Visits to Church Friends (15 Oct ’21) 
The current ability to provide pastoral care visits to church folk and others is still governed by the Health 
orders. 
At present, visits can occur in the home as long as both the visitor and the one being visited are both 
double vaccinated.  There are exceptions mentioned but these fall into the realm of essential care only, 
such as what is provided by a care agency or close family member. 
However, although we may be able to visit, we do need to be sensitive to the preferences of others. For a 
range of reasons, some may still be reluctant to have visitors at this stage or would still feel more 
comfortable to have the visitor wear a mask or even meet outside. It would be good for the visitor to raise 
these options themselves so that the person being visited doesn’t feel awkward in making the request. 
Phone calls still remain a great option although face to face is wonderful after so long.  
Thanks for all you have been doing in caring for each other. 
Peter Melbourne 
 

Men’s Brekky and Bible 
The Blokes Big Brekky starts up again this Saturday (16/10) in person AND online.  
All men of all ages are welcome to join us to read God’s Word together, share and connect, and eat a 
delicious brekky. If you are not connected into a life group at present, consider joining us here. 
Contact Graeme Findlay or Steve Krimmer for more info. 
 
Church Office 
The church office is now open during the week. 
Due to restrictions imposed by the NSW Government, we are required to ensure that only fully vaccinated 
people enter our premises on weekdays until all restrictions are lifted on 1st December. During the week, 
the church is classed and operates as a business as opposed to the Sunday church services. If you are not 
fully vaccinated and need to visit the church during week, please contact the office beforehand to make 
arrangements. When you visit, we will need to see your vaccination status, require that you wear a mask, 
observe social distancing and check-in using the QR code.  
 
Greater West Women’s Online Gathering 
Because we are still determined to grow – in and out of season. Make a cuppa and join us from the 
comfort of your home as we share and listen and learn together, on living the NEW creation that we are! 
Saturday, 30th October. 7.30-9.30pm. For more information, email: leadership@gwfc.com.au 
The link to registration is as follows: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KqlGdRp4CpYj4Ni-
p1L1oy3Lhi8Bj738lSi50MepcD0/edit?fbclid=IwAR3DEDtvKzoT_xbpBq-SPeGxD-uCivLa4qijVkds-
0c96In37tDW2KW7qOw 
 
Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 
God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Peter, Caitlyn, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   
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