
Church Connection 1st August 2021 
 
Hi Church, 

So here is how I thought this term would go. We had decided to comeback with a bang in terms of church 

activities. We thought it would be good to run an Alpha evangelism course. I was planning to run a 

marriage enrichment course. Meatfest was planned to an advanced stage. So many things to get 

momentum back up. Yet I have to ask myself, was God surprised by this COVID lockdown? Did it force him 

to change his plans? Of course the answer is no. So instead of me grumbling and complaining I am asking 

God what he is doing now. It gives me a much more positive outlook.  

One thing that we have an opportunity in is this. If you’re running a Lifegroup by Zoom, please feel free to 

invite a pastoral team member to drop in. Not to run your group. We would just love to connect with our 

groups that way. Just email the office, or us, or text or messenger or Facebook or WhatsApp or use that 

ancient device called a telephone. I am greatly encouraged by the number of people who just are getting 

on the phone to check and chat with each other. Keep it up. It’s one of the things I think God is getting us 

to do. 

Phil Waugh | Senior Pastor 

  

Online Church Service   
The lockdown is extended until 28th August. Our in-person church services continue to be suspended.  

This Sunday’s service will be available online from 10.30am on Sunday 1st August and will also be available 

for playback shortly after the service on our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

The link for this Sunday’s service: https://youtu.be/RU33csYGwvQ 

Join us at 6pm on Sunday for an interactive service with a text-based conversation. 6pm stream can be 

found here: https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/ 

 

Lockdown Life Group 
Are you missing regular connections with others in the church? Whilst restrictions may have limited the 

ability for many of us to meet together, there are still many ways we can stay connected and encourage 

each other in our faith journey. If you are feeling a little disconnected or not yet in a life group, or would 

like to dig a little deeper into the sermon series, SBC is starting up a ‘Lockdown Life Group’ for men and 

women of all ages to join together (online) for the next 5 weeks. It will be time to connect and share our 

faith, a time to reflect on the sermon from the previous Sunday and put it into practice. Why not join us 

from 7:30pm-9:00pm each Tuesday night for the next 5 weeks starting next week (3 August). Email the 

church or steve.krimmer@springwoodbaptist.org.au for the details to join. All welcome.  

 

Mission Partners 
From Pauline Golder: Pauline praises God that she got through teaching online for SMBC’s one week 
intensive without too many internet problems, although it was draining with a lot of adaptation to do each 
day because of the lockdown. Pray for Zoom to work better each week as she continues to teach, and for 
finishing her own uni course well:  her final assessment is due the same week she is scheduled to move in 
August. Pray for the complications of the move with Covid restrictions, in the midst of the other work she 
has to concentrate on with OCA and SIM. 

From Roger Kemp:   
In Zimbabwe, Tawanda Mutya (Tendai’s father and member of my TOT class) is manager of the Scripture 
Union campsite in the eastern part of the country. Tawanda reports that he has lost an uncle and aunty to 
COVID. Others who have died due to the virus are the matron of SU street kids project home in Bulawayo, 
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and the SU national project coordinator. He asks for continued prayer for the country because it is going 
through another wave of attack. 

In Assam, one of the senior church leaders in the Rabha Baptist church – Stephen Mecemrai – has 
contacted the disease. He is in isolation at the moment and not at all well. I have worked with Stephen for 
a number of years around Debitola. 
  
Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya: As churches cannot meet in person at the moment our Youth Meeting launch 
was postponed, however, a few Sundays ago, we launched an online youth service to be done in the small 
home groups we call mini services that meet on a Sunday to watch online church. Please pray as we work 
with the eldership to establish a youth ministry in The Community Church (TCC) that we attend. Other 
ministry has also been disrupted due to the lockdown, such as Tendai speaking at a men’s breakfast. 
However, relationship doesn’t stop with COVID. Relationship with those in the community is our biggest 
witness. A young woman Caitlyn mentors encouraged us on the impact we have with people around us. 
Simply being in an interracial marriage gives people testimony into what Christ-like living looks like as ideas 
of separation and racial tension can still be felt and seen here. 

From Kath W: Pray for good rains this season and crops to grow well. Praise God for a group of Fulani and 
Arabs meeting together for worship and Bible study each week. Pray that God would deepen their faith.   

 

Ann Stone’s Farewell 
As you know Ann Stone is heading home soon. What you may not realise is that her departure has been 
bumped forward because international flights are being curtailed – Ann is now leaving at the end of 
August! 
Given the nature of COVID and our current restrictions we can’t do the usual kind of farewell things that 
we’d like to... a disappointing end to what have been two challenging years for Ann! If you have any ideas 
of how we can fare her well, please let Steve Callan know! 
One thing we’re doing is creating a farewell video, and we want you to be involved. If you can share a few 
words - a thanks, a farewell, something you’ve appreciated about her - please record a short video and get 
it to Ben Curran. He’ll edit the clips together (what a legend!) into something memorable for Ann. If 
everything works out he'll create a short vid to play at the end of church and a longer one to give to Ann. 
Details to upload a farewell clip: 
• Clips need to be submitted by Monday 9th August 
• Keep your recording to 10 seconds  
• Record in horizontal/landscape mode 
• Use a tripod and mic for AV quality if you have access to them 
• Use your rear-facing camera if you’re using a phone (it records at higher quality) 
• Submissions can be uploaded to OneDrive (https://tinyurl.com/farewellannstone), emailed to Ben, 
shared via your own cloud drive, dropped in to the office on USB, or else call Ben if you’re stuck.   
We have shared this info via email and Facebook, please spread the news to anyone who might not hear! 

 

Survey  
Greater West For Christ (GWFC*) is conducting a survey of Christians to help develop our services to 

churches, church members and the wider community. 

SBC Pastoral team would like to encourage you to participate in the survey using this link:  

www.viewsfromthepews.org.   

THIS ONLINE SURVEY DOES NOT ASK FOR PERSONAL OR CHURCH IDENTIFICATION. 

THIS SURVEY IS COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS - PLEASE BE VERY FRANK. 

This survey will take about 15 minutes to complete, and the collated results of the survey will be made 

available to you in due course. 

*GWFC assists suburban transformation in western Sydney through healthy, strengthened churches. 
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Church Office is Closed 
During the strict lockdown period, the church office is closed. Mariel Weeks is working from home. The 

best way to contact us is via email (church@springwoodbaptist.org.au) as the phone will not be attended. 

Messages on the answering machine will only be checked once a week. For urgent matters, you may 

contact Pastor Phil Waugh on his mobile.  

 

Basecamp 
BASECAMP is an annual event for men who want to know God better. Since 1997, men of all generations 

and from across denominations have taken time out together to hear God speak. It’s a highlight of the year 

for many of the guys in our church. Each year, men have encouraged each other to run the race with their 

eyes fixed on Jesus. Basecamp will be livestreamed on Saturday 14 August from 8:45am to 3:00pm. Even 

though restrictions won’t allow us to meet together in person, we can still join together online to 

participate, chat and encourage one another in our faith. Use the following link to sign up Registration - 

BASECAMP Men's Conference 2021 (Group Code is ‘SBC2021’) and let Graeme Findlay know if you will be 

joining in.  

 

Meatfest 
Sadly, Meatfest is looking impossible for the planned date of Sept 11 with restrictions unlikely to be 

sufficiently lifted to allow over 120 blokes to gather around BBQs to cook a great steak and sit down inside 

the church to a great meal and night of encouraging fellowship (past Meatfest-ers will know what this 

usually looks like).  

As a result, Meatfest will need to be postponed until we get to a point where we go ahead with safety and 

unhindered by restrictions.  

 

J-Walk Youth 
We have a new website: jwalkyouth.com   where people can find all our info and links and can buy our new 

J-Walk Hoodies! 

 

Kids Church at Home 
Please check our website for the weekly lesson and other links. 

https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 

God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Ann, Annie, Peter, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   
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