
Church Connection 22nd August 2021 
 

Dear SBC Family, 
It is my last full week in this beautiful country. As I think about what I want you to know about my 
experience here, I want to talk about the staff at SBC. God has brought a team of passionate and gifted 
people who thrive on pursuing God’s desire to disciple his people into a deeper, growing relationships with 
Him. When I came, Steve Callan was not yet here nor was Mark Mitchell.  Watching God work in and 
through this newly formed team was one of my highlights of being here.  When Covid hit, this team 
immediately was ready to create what hadn’t been and SBC Online was created to continue to unite us in 
ministry and most of all continue to grow and worship our Savior. Holidays came and what I heard was 
ideas of great creativity being bounced around (and some bounced into the trash).  No one stopped to say, 
“Let’s pass on this.  It’s too hard.” Their heart was to provide the best experience in worshiping God 
together under unique circumstances. Government guidelines were challenging but nothing stopped the 
passionate pursuit to bring connection to the SBC body. Once again, Covid strikes with Delta force and 
without missing a beat the team changed plans and adapted so you don’t miss a week. These times can be 
discouraging when it takes so much extra to make things happen but when it is weighed against the God- 
given drive and passion of the staff, discouragement finds its not welcome here. That doesn’t mean it has 
been easy, it hasn’t. However, I have loved watching this team live out the mission through these 
challenges and continue to seek new and fresh ideas for how to do it. I will cherish my time with this team 
and for the beautiful way they desire to serve God and the congregation of SBC.  James 1:12, “Blessed is 
the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life 
that the Lord has promised to those who love him”.  This is what I think of when I think of this team, the 
challenge of Covid and their love for you- the body of SBC.  I am blessed for having had a part in this 
amazing congregation and staff.  I am leaving with great confidence in the leadership, great friendships in 
the body and with having been loved deeply by many.  
SBC, with tears I write, I already miss you.  
Love in Christ, 
Ann Stone| Associate Pastor 
  

Online Church Service   
The lockdown is extended until 28th August. Our in-person church services continue to be suspended.  

This Sunday’s service will be available online from 10.30am on Sunday 22nd August and will also be 

available for playback shortly after the service on our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

The link for this Sunday’s service:  https://youtu.be/h0j2VG209S0 

Join us at 6pm on Sunday for an interactive service with a text-based conversation. 6pm stream can be 

found here: https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/ 

 

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: Please pray for Zambia - a new government was elected last week for a 5-year term. 

Pray that the changeover will go smoothly and that the new government can begin to get Zambia back on 

track.  

I have several important zoom meetings for Global Interaction during the next couple of weeks dealing 

with policies and strategy. Thanks for praying. 

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya:  We praise God for the generosity and support of God’s mission from the 

local church TCC (The Community Church) that we attend. They donated the funds for us to purchase an 

incubator for our chicken project. We hope to hatch our first batch of chicks before the end of the month. 

If you are wondering what will happen to the project while we are in Australia, Tawanda and Sarah Mutya 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch
https://youtu.be/h0j2VG209S0
https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/


will “chicken-sit” the chickens and the incubator and distribute chicks/ chickens to rural pastors, keeping 

the project running.  

From Ned: Please pray for students at the local Bible College to continue to use summer (many of them are 

in areas of lower-no-restrictions) for rest, family and church family connections, encouraging believers, 

work in the Lord and preparation to return to another semester ready to be formed more and more by His 

Word in the image of Christ.  

From Kath W: Praise God for a new team member, Christeen who has joined the team here for at least the 

next six months. We are living together in the same house that I have been living in. Pray for Christeen as 

she adjusts to culture here. She is Egyptian so language comes easier as she just has to switch her Arabic a 

bit to Chadian Arabic.  

From Conor Clarke (SWISH SRE): Thanks for your ongoing support of SRE in our local schools. In difficult 

times such as these, I am comforted by the words of Job, whose suffering was far greater than mine: 

Naked I came from my mother’s womb,    and naked I will depart. 
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;     may the name of the Lord be praised. 

And in the following chapter: Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble? 
It is a great comfort to know that God is working everything out according to his purpose, even while we 
don't understand why his purpose is to prevent us from sharing Jesus in schools for a time. Perhaps he is 
reminding us of what a great privilege SRE is, and how much would be lost if it were taken away 
permanently. Please join me in praying for an end to the pandemic, the lifting of restrictions, and a safe 
and speedy return to face-to-face SRE classes! 
 

Vaccination Help For Seniors 
Dr Kerry Chant, the state’s Chief Medical Officer, recently stated that 25% of seniors haven’t been 
vaccinated with some still requiring their second dose. This is a concern considering the greater 
vulnerability of people in this age group. 
If you are in this age group and require some assistance in understanding how to access vaccination or just 
need help with transport etc., our church is able to help. Noeleen Horswell has volunteered to coordinate 
assistance so give her a call if you need help on 0403 660 091. 
Drivers Required 
If others in the church are available to provide transport for medical or vaccination appointments, you can 
also contact Noeleen. We have confirmed with the Dept. of Health that providing of transport for 
vulnerable people falls within their exemption rules. We would like our drivers to be fully vaccinated 
themselves and to wear a mask while assisting. 
Thanks, Peter Melbourne 

 

Men’s Brekky 
The Blokes Big Brekky continues again this Saturday (21/8) at 9am in an online format. All men of all ages 
are welcome to join us online to read God’s Word together, share and connect, and eat a delicious (self-
cooked) brekky. If you are not connected into a life group at present, consider joining us here this term.  
Contact Graeme Findlay or Steve Krimmer for more info.  
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://zoom.us/j/91217065461?pwd=R3l5T0Vsa2pUV2xNNTFiWUlqWUtWdz09 
Meeting ID: 912 1706 5461 | Password: 021308 

 

Free On-line Domestic Violence Course 
Ridley College is currently offering a six-part certificate level course “Responding to Domestic Violence”. Due to the 
generosity of donors, this course is being offered for free. 
This course is a biblically informed and pastorally pro-active way that churches can be trained to recognize and 
respond to domestic and family violence. 

https://zoom.us/j/91217065461?pwd=R3l5T0Vsa2pUV2xNNTFiWUlqWUtWdz09


Domestic violence is a frequent problem in the community and a recent Anglican report courageously exposed the 
extent of domestic violence in the church. Miss-applied Christian doctrines around male headship and wife 
submission, 70x7 forgiveness, shame of marriage separation/divorce, can all add to the problems of DV within the 
church. 
Can I urge you to do this course as a “lockdown project”. I’m going to do it and I hope many other males will as well. 
The link is: https://certificate.ridley.edu.au/courses/responding-to-domestic-and-family-violence 
From Peter Melbourne 

 

Australian Baptists Movement-Wide Prayer Gathering: Praying for Covid 
With the seemingly unending COVID crisis in Australia and around the world, God has put it on my heart to 

call all of us to pray together as one body of Australian Baptists. If you are a pastor, leader, or 

member/attender of one of the churches in our movement we invite you to this online prayer gathering 

where we can seek God together. 

Where:     Zoom (click here to register) 

Date:        Tuesday 31st August 2021 

Time:        7.45 pm – 8.30 pm 

Registrations are now open and you can register to attend our prayer gathering here.  

We encourage you to join us as we commit to spending time together in prayer for the COVID situation, 
and that His Kingdom come and His will be done in all that is before us.  

 

Morling College Open Night Online 
Thursday 2nd September | 7.00pm 

Our Sydney Open Night will be held online but never fear! That just means you can learn all about our 

vibrant college right from the comfort of your couch. Plus, you get to hear from Steve Dixon, who will talk 

you through the new gap year program associated with our Sydney campus! 

 

J-Walk Youth 
We have a new website: jwalkyouth.com   where people can find all our info and links and can buy our new 

J-Walk Hoodies! 

 

Kids Church at Home 
Please check our website for the weekly lesson and other links. 

https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 

God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Ann, Annie, Peter, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   
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