
Church Connection 24th October 2021 
 

Hi Everyone 

Some of you may remember me getting a bit emotional following a Statewide Baptist Assembly Meeting in 
February. I did not make it clear at that time why I reacted like that. I would like to share this now as well 
as the actions I have been involved in. As this is a long letter, I will first attempt a summary that might save 
you reading further if you’re not interested. 

• Changes brought in this year means every Baptist pastor and every Baptist Church must regularly 
vote to agree to a new expanded list of beliefs or be expelled from the Association of Churches. Its 
regular in nature to ensure continued compliance. 

• I and many others strongly resist this as a loss of autonomy of our Church to manage its own affairs  

• Baptists have always allowed for disagreement and work to find consensus rather than excluding 
anyone with a different viewpoint. This is now irrevocably changed. 

• I have helped draft a letter to all our Churches to raise awareness and seek to have this process 
changed. I have consulted with our denominational leaders and they encourage this as participation 
in a task force they have set up to investigate the implications of the new practice. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are still reading, here is more detail. 

The assembly some years back passed a very good Vision and Values statement. However, a move was 
made by some churches to bring this statement into the constitution of our Baptist Association. This makes 
it enforceable with expulsion from the Association to be the result if it was not adhered too. I know of no 
other church or organisation anywhere in the world that has done this with what is meant to be a 
statement of purpose and encouragement, turning it into a long legal list. Of course, there is an agenda 
behind it.  

The form of compulsion that was brought into being is that every pastor must annually affirm the 
previously existing Statement of Beliefs, plus the vision and values as now prescribed. Otherwise, 
accreditation will be removed. 

Every Church, including Springwood Baptist, must now do the same every 5 years by a resolution at our 
Church Meeting or be expelled from the Baptist Association. I stress this was not initiated by our 
denominational leadership but is the agenda of a few Churches within our association. The effect would be 
loss of insurance, legal advice, banking facilities, compliance assistance, ministry support and support in 
many other ways offered by our association.  

There is actually very little that is controversial in this vision and values list which can be found 
at https://ourstory.org.au/church-health/the-core-five/  You may read it and ask what the fuss is? My reply 
is that it is not the contents of the list but the newly compulsory nature of its implementation. It is also 
open to future additions.  

For the first time ever NSW and ACT Baptist Churches now have a body outside their own local Church 
Membership that are prescribing the precise nature of what we must believe, adhere to and practice. This 
is a radical departure from the freedom of conscience so long valued by Baptist Churches. 

This whole process is somewhat underhandedly aimed at expelling a Church in Newcastle that holds an 
affirming view on same sex marriage. The perceptive among us will instantly recognise that this statement 
on marriage in the values is the real agenda behind the whole thing. Although they mask it with a long list 
of vision and values it’s really just about this for them.  

Whatever our opinion on marriage may be, it has led to what I view as an unacceptable loss of autonomy 
for our own Church, as well as all others. For instance, while we at Springwood hold a traditional view on 
marriage, I want it to be because we have so decided, not because an outside group have deemed we 
must. We cannot allow others to make these decisions for us.  

The Baptist Association have appointed a Taskforce to look into this matter further. I have been a part of a 
group of concerned pastors who have drafted a letter that seeks to inform this vital process with our 

https://ourstory.org.au/church-health/the-core-five/


concerns. This letter is now ready to begin to be released to all our Churches in order to raise awareness 
and show dissatisfaction with this new direction. Our desire is that the minimal Statement of Beliefs that 
has always served us in the past, and remains in our own Church Constitution, be alone relied upon, as it 
has always been up till now. 

I passionately believe it is important that we value long held Baptist principles like autonomy of the local 
Church, freedom of conscience of members and our right to discern God’s leading through the meeting of 
our own members. If these things are important to you, I would invite you to constructively add your own 
voice by reading the letter and adding your own signature. The letter can be found at bebaptist.com 

The password is openletter 

I am very happy to answer any questions you may have about this. 

Phil Waugh | Senior Pastor 
 

Online Church Service   
This Sunday’s service will be available online from 10.30am on Sunday 24th October and will also be 

available for playback shortly after the service on our YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

The link for this Sunday’s service:   https://youtu.be/ovbxZ3ZbW6Y 

Join us at 6pm on Sunday for an interactive service with a text-based conversation. 6pm stream can be 

found here: https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/ 

 
In-Person Church Services  
From 31st October, our 10.30am live-streamed service will be open to anyone who wish to attend. There will be   

space for 104 attendees. Bookings are required so we can manage the Covid safe numbers in our building. Please 

register on this link:  https://tinyurl.com/1030-service-Oct-31-Rego 
Masks must be worn and congregational singing is not allowed. Signing in with the QR code is a Covid Safe 

requirement by NSW Government. Please don’t forget to sign-in when you arrive at church.  

For parents with children who wish to attend this service, Caitlyn Mutya will have activities planned for the kids. 

Please register them separately on this link: https://tinyurl.com/KidsChurch-Oct-31-Rego 

 

Kids Church at Home 
Please check our website for the weekly lesson and other links. 

https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 

 

Mission Partners 
Pray for Pauline Golder as she meets (online) with her colleagues in Africa and Australia to start organising 

training seminars in Francophone Africa, and for wisdom about whether to travel there early next year to 

meet with the different organisations involved. Also, for good communication with Niger, Benin and 

Burkina re the SIM training project she wants to establish, and for translations of the documents about 

OCA project for online teaching by theological institutions. Pray she will be wise in the different demands 

on her time, and the need for occasional rest, especially after late night Zooms. 

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya: Please pray that our time in Australia will be fruitful and that we may 

have plenty of opportunities to share the work God is doing in Zimbabwe.  

From Ned: Give thanks that the loosening restrictions has meant that many friends who stayed in the city 
over summer instead of going to their hometowns have now been able to leave for a short time - there 
was a long while when inter-province travel was not easy and so visiting family wasn't possible. Please pray 
that my arrangements for home assignment will come together, and that my flight will depart on the 18th 
November with me on it. 
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From Fusion Blue Mountains: Thank you for your practical and financial partnership as we work together 

to provide physical, emotional, and spiritual support to young people in the Blue Mountains.  

Your partnership helps to provide a range of low-level early intervention and community-building 

programs. The underlying aim of all our programs is to bring young people into a relationship with Jesus 

and into a safe Christian community that supports them. We believe everyone is a unique and wonderful 

creation of our Lord, and your financial partnership helps us to provide individualised support to young 

people so that they can discover and explore all that God made them to be, and all that they have to offer 

to themselves and to their communities.  

On a practical level, your financial partnership has helped to fund our Breakfast Clubs over the years, and 

into 2022. These Clubs are well-loved parts of the school communities and give us almost unfettered 

access to high school students to invite into relationship and to other programs outside of the school. We 

regularly invite young people to our other programs, and the programs of local churches, where we are not 

constrained by school rules and can speak freely and openly about our faith in Jesus.  

 

Church Picnic 
Two Sundays ago, Pastor Phil announced a church picnic in the pipeline. The current NSW Public Health 

Order allows for a max of 50 people who are fully vaccinated for outdoor gatherings. Due to the limit of the 

number of people and only applying to fully vaxed, we are unable to organise a church picnic. However, we 

would like to encourage you to organise a picnic with other people from our church. Please follow the rules 

which can be found here: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/rules/fully-vaccinated 

 

Baptist Movement – Wide Prayer Gathering 
It was so wonderful to have our Baptist family from all around Australia praying together last term and 

considering that there is still so much to pray for we will be holding another Zoom prayer gathering. We 

will still have a COVID focus, but this will more lean towards the challenges arising as we learn to ‘live with 

COVID’ and the difficulties we face in our Churches, in our ministries and across our nation. 

If you are a pastor, leader, or member/attender of one of the churches in our movement we invite you to 

this online prayer gathering where we can seek God together. 

Where:     Zoom (click here to register) 

Date:        Wednesday 3rd November 2021 

Time:        7.45 pm – 8.30 pm AEDT 

We will be praying for our leaders to make wise decisions on our behalf, for unity amongst us all, and for 

an outpouring of God’s grace and power within our Baptist movement and around our nation. We will also 

have an overseas focus as we pray into current events, praying for those who are suffering as a result.  

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 

God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Peter, Caitlyn, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   
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