
Church Connection 25th December 2021 
 

Finding the True God at Christmas 

Christmas is the season of choice. If you want to buy a food processor, Amazon offers you 2,000 types. Or 

how about a drill—there are more than 40,000 options. No, I'm not making those numbers up.  

And in the West today, it looks as though it is the same with God. There is a huge array of Gods to choose 

from, including the "no to all" option. 

Walk through a shopping centre anywhere and you will be walking past countless people who believe in no 

God, plenty of people who (believe) that there are many gods, and another great multitude who believe in 

one God but who have very different thoughts on what that one God is like and what he (or she, or it) 

thinks. 

For some, God is kind of a distant grandfather guy, looking down benevolently and wanting us to be happy. 

To others, God is a harsh taskmaster, counting up your good and bad actions and weighing up whether he's 

going to have mercy on you in the end. To others, God is an impersonal force that wound the universe up 

and is now off doing other stuff while we get on with it down here. To others, God is the universe. 

There are so many options to choose from— And what does it matter? 

Isaiah's claim was that the baby who would be born at the first Christmas would be "Mighty God."  The 

great I AM. The Mighty God … the one who makes all others look as silly as Santa.  

Every blessing on your celebration of the “Mighty God". 
 

Phil Waugh | Senior Pastor     

 

Christmas Services  
Christmas eve: Friday 24th December at 7.00pm | Christmas day: Saturday 25th December at 9.00am 

Please pick one of the services to attend, they are both the same service.  

As of midnight 23rd December, masks are again mandatory in indoor settings. We would also urge you not 

to mingle indoors before and after services, as this is a key factor around density limits being reintroduced 

to indoor hospitality venues. Feel free to mingle outdoors in the courtyard.    

Signing in with the QR code is still a mandatory requirement by NSW Health for places of worship.  

The link for our online Christmas service is: https://youtu.be/9Efwx7W8jp0 available to view from 9am on 

25th December.  

Boxing day: Sunday 26th December – NO physical service in the church building. There will be NO pre-

recorded service as previously stated due to last minute changes in the preaching roster. Feel free to watch 

any service you have not seen on our YT channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

 

January services: 
2nd, 9th & 16th January: Combined services 10.30am and 6pm. 

23rd and 30th January: 8.30am, 10.30am and 6pm services. 

From 6th February: Back to four service 8.30am, 10.30am, 4.00pm and 6pm.  

 

Pastoral & Staff Team Holidays 
Steve Callan: 26 Dec-02 Jan 

Annie Hunter: 21 Dec-12 Jan 

Mark Mitchell: 27 Dec – 10 Jan 

Mariel Weeks: 29 Dec-17 Jan (The church office will be closed. The next church connection email will be 

on the 23rd  January).  

 

https://youtu.be/9Efwx7W8jp0
https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch


Kids Church 
Kids Church is now in recess. There will be no holiday kids church program in January at our 10.30am 

services, however activity packs will be available for kids to do in the service. Kids Church will resume on 

6th February. 

 

Church Meeting: 20 February 2022 
Please save the date in your diary.  

We are seeking nominations for the Elder Board as two of our Board members: Lyn Clarke and Ross 

Waddington are stepping down. Nominations can be submitted to church@springwoodbaptist.org.au or a 

written suggestion to the church office. We do request that you not inform anyone that you have 

suggested their name. This will allow the nominations committee to fulfill its role more effectively.  

 

Mission Partners 
• From Roger Kemp: Thanks for all those who have been praying and thinking about the trip. Thanks 

especially for your prayers for safe travel. Driving here is quite dangerous at times but I have driven 
about 1600km so far without any problems. I have been booked for traffic offences three times but 
only had to pay one fine (a long story to tell sometime!). I am in Lusaka after some good meetings in 
Ndola and Kabwe during the last week. I am now going to spend a week or so enjoying some downtime 
here. Plans for the trip to Zimbabwe in a couple of weeks are going ahead although they could change 
at any time. Please pray that logistically it will all work out. At the moment I plan to drive to Harare 
with a colleague (Keith Gallagher) from WA - as long as he can get here! I have flights booked for 
Mozambique and Malawi from January 17th - 31st. 

• From Tendai and Caitlyn Mutya: Please pray for the entire SIM Zimbabwe team, that it may grow and 
continue to be a light for God in Zimbabwe, growing the Church in Zimbabwe in maturity and 
developing a new generation of leaders. 

• From Kath: Praise God for his faithfulness over almost nine years living in Chad. Pray for good times 
with people in Dtown as I finish up working in Chad at the end of January. Pray for finishing well with 
relationships. 

• Please remember our other mission partners in prayers: Pauline Golder, Conor Clark, Ned Gifford, 
Shayne and Melissa Hamilton, Rhonda Coats, Fusion Blue Mountains.  

• Please pray for those who will be serving in SUFM Beach Missions as they prepare their hearts to serve 
during the two weeks after Boxing day. Pray for the holidays makers that their hearts will be open to 
hear the message.    

 

Christmas Appeal: A Season of Hope  
Offerings collected during our Christmas services will go toward the Baptist World Aid Christmas appeal. 
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas will you join us in helping bring hope to those most 
vulnerable from the world’s difficulties: children.  
Your generosity will: 

• Bless children and help keep them safe from covid and other child protection risks 

• Bless children and help them complete their education and fulfill their dreams  

• Bless communities to facilitate livelihood training to make them more resilient from Covid and 
other disasters.  

As families struggle with the effects of Covid this Christmas, you have an opportunity in the season of hope 

and giving to help children that are trapped in poverty. 

For more info or to give online: https://baptistworldaid.org.au/appeals/christmas-appeal/ 

 

mailto:church@springwoodbaptist.org.au
https://baptistworldaid.org.au/appeals/christmas-appeal/


NCLS Survey   
If you haven’t already done the survey (online or paper), please do so ASAP as we need to return the forms 
so they can be processed. Paper survey forms are available at the back of the church. If you prefer to 

complete an online form, please use this link: attendersurvey.ncls.org.au  |  Use our church code: 

BA131800  

Child Surveys are also available for children aged 8-14 years. Please go on this link: 

https://childsurvey.ncls.org.au/ | Use our church code as above.  

Parents might like to sit with their children as they do the survey. Paper survey forms are also available 

from Caitlyn Mutya or Annie Hunter. 
Completed paper survey forms can be left in a specially marked boxed at the back of the church. 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  

We pray that you will experience the presence and peace of Christ in the midst of the chaos this Christmas.  

 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Peter, Caitlyn, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    
 

https://attendersurvey.ncls.org.au/
https://childsurvey.ncls.org.au/

