
Church Connection 25th December 2022 
 
Highlights for this week: (for more details, please scroll down, the items are in red for your attention) 

• Christmas services @ SBC 
• Services in January 
• This is the last church connection email for the year. It will resume on 13th January 2023. 

 
Dear church family, 
As we gather with friends and family to celebrate God’s overwhelming generosity and great salvation, let’s 
pause again to remember those whose joy is tempered by life’s adversity. The Christmas story includes 
Herod’s infanticide often referred to as the “Slaughter of the Innocents” (Matt 2:16-18). So we’re invited to 
stay alert to the abuse of power – and those who fall victim to such abuses; those who have suffered loss 
throughout the year, whose celebrations are less joyous because family or friends are missing; those 
whose Christmas is overshadowed by illness and poor health.  

In Joseph’s flight to Egypt, we are invited to remember the tens of millions of refugees around the world, 
those for whom home is not a safe place to be. This includes those who have been forced to flee from war 
zones (and we think especially of the people of the Ukraine, now in the heart of winter); victims of 
domestic violence and abuse, victims of terror and those who live under its threat and those driven from 
their homes by the greed of others. We’re also mindful of those who have no home as a result of natural 
disasters like the floods our state has endured this year. 

As we sit down to our loaded tables, we should also reflect on those who have nothing to eat:  the people 
of East Africa where famine continues to haunt their lands; the homeless who rely on the generosity of 
others (and let’s be grateful for all who serve and give so generously); those struggling through 
unemployment or similar challenges in these trying times. 

Above all, let’s continue to pray for those to whom the angels’ message of “Peace on Earth and goodwill to 
all on whom God’s favour rests” sounds like something from a fairy story rather than God’s plan and 
purpose in reconciling us to Himself through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

We really do have so much to be grateful for, don’t we? May God’s blessing rest on each of us and those 
we love throughout the Christmas season and the New Year. 
Grace and peace to all, 
Phil Grebert | Interim Senior Pastor. 
 
Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve: Saturday, 24th December @ 7pm. This is the service which will be live-streamed. There will 
be supper after the service. Please bring a plate of food to share for the night.   
Christmas Day: Sunday 25th December @ 9am 
Kids pack will be available at both services.  
Both services are the same, we ask that you pick one service to attend so we can fit everyone in.   
 
Online Church  
Our Christmas eve service will be live streamed this Saturday at 7pm and will also be available for playback 
shortly after the service on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 
The link for the Christmas eve service is:   https://youtu.be/nS5eo3Ca9nA 
 
Christmas Appeal 
This year, offerings collected at our Christmas services will go to support Shalom Bible College students in 
Assam, India. There are 8 students at Shalom Bible College, who will graduate in 2025. The funding 
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required is $1,800 for each of the students, 8 x $1,800 = $14,400. This would see them through the last 
part of their training to graduation. Several are Adivasi students and all have no other way of getting 
finance for their studies.   
 
Services in January (No Live stream in January) 
1st January – 10am & 6pm relaxed informal service 
8th & 15th January – 10am & 6pm 
22nd & 29th January – 8.30am, 10.30am & 6pm  
5th February – back to four services 
 
Pastoral / staff team holidays: 
Steve Krimmer:  7 December -28 January 
Annie Hunter:  26 December – 20 January 
Steve Callan:  26- 30 December; 11-12 January 
Mariel Weeks:  26 December – 9 January  
Barbara Kent:  30 December – 7 January 
Mark Mitchell:  8-14 January 
 

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: I continue with various (volunteer) roles with Baptist Mission Australia and TCMA which 
keeps me busy. I have been away from home for about half the past year. It looks like three trips to Africa 
and two to South Asia in 2023, BUT – Barbara (now officially retired from school teaching) will be able to 
accompany me on at least two of those trips – to help in the Training of Teachers (TOT) classes in Zambia. 
The TOT work is increasing with the possibility of a third class starting in Zambia next year, to join the other 
two (in Kabwe and Kapiri Mposhi). The work also involves facilitating the Re-Forma program in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe (see www.re-forma.global for information on that work). Graduation of over 40 students in TOT 
and Re-Forma is envisaged for late 2024.  
Baptist Mission Australia is investing a lot of money into a skills-training program at Kapiri Mposhi in 
partnership with TCMA and Central Baptist Association of Zambia. I will be taking a large part in advising on 
the development of the project. It includes a 3-classroom block along with ablutions and storage. 

From Kath W: Please pray for our team as we lead up to Christmas that God would give us the words to 
share the Good News and that God would enable us to encourage the existing church over Christmas. My 
language lessons are continuing. Progress is slowly being made and new words learnt every day. Pray for 
opportunities to meet people who don’t know Arabic or have limited Arabic. This helps me practice the 
local language rather than easily switch back to Arabic.  

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya: We had a great opportunity a few months back to meet (on video 
conference) with our colleagues of SIM across Zimbabwe. It was a time of reconnecting, encouraging, and 
seeking ways we can continue to be part of the ministry there even while we are not in the country. Please 
pray for these continued connections and opportunities and that God will show us where he wants us to 
focus our energy. Pray for the SIM team in Zimbabwe, that God may continue to use them in bringing 
people to a deeper and personal relationship of Christ. 

 
Thank you from the ZimZam Café team 
Thanking all our church family for your support for the ZimZam cafe in 2022. If you have washed up, been 
our cashier, cooked a meal/s, served, set up, packed up or supported the cafe by eating, we thank you. 
This year the cafe has raised $4,511.03 with funds being shared to projects in Zimbabwe and Zambia. The 
November Cafe raised $668.95. Many, many thanks to you all. Looking forward to 2023 and doing it all 
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again. We are encouraged that cafe not only raises funds for our mission projects but is also a safe place to 
invite friends and family.  
May Christmas be a time of remembering God’s gift to us, his son Jesus.  
Bruce and Dianne Logan 
 
Elder Board Nomination  
We want to remind you again that there are 3 vacancies on the Elder Board which need to be filled at the AGM in 
Feb 2023. If you’re a member you can make a nomination to the Nominating Committee (Phil Grebert, Ian Fuller, 
Roslyn Wood and Robyn Morris). To date we have received only 1 submission which included several 
names. As you think about our church family, Elders must be older than 21 and have been a member of 
SBC for more than 6 months. The constitution also states that you must not inform anyone that you have 
suggested their name. The Nominations Committee is responsible to consider all nominations, approach 
people and then make the recommendation to the AGM. 
 
Women’s Wellbeing Space 
A four-week group to support women around resilience and self-care. 
Mondays 10am-12pm, February 13-March 6, 2023 at Macquarie Cottage 
Connect with others over a cuppa and chat. Enjoy art and mindfulness-based activities 
Facilitator: Monika. 
Contact us for more info: 4751 4154 / inquiryMCCS@gmail.com 
 
Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office.   
 
God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    
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