
Church Connection 29th August 2021 
 
Hey fam! 
I hope you're well and surviving ok in week 9 of lock down. I know for me I have hit a bit of a wall and the 
thought of more weeks stretching on front of us in homes and away from one another feels so 
overwhelming! 
I have something to share with you though - hopefully something to look forward to that is a little different 
than our weekly routines! On Sunday 19th September we will be doing church a little differently - we are 
going to do zoom church! Now, my guess is that initially it doesn't excite you at all, in fact it probably 
makes you groan (not another zoom meeting!) but I would love you to hear me out. We are so very 
blessed by the wonderful church services being put together for us every week right now, but I have 
spoken to so many people saying that they so miss seeing faces - after all church is not a venue or event, 
it’s us the body of Christ together so it is right that we would feel the lack and long for that! In my role with 
SWISH (SRE) I get to visit all the congregations of all our local supporting churches a few times a year and 
part of the gift of that is seeing how other people gather. I have been so so encouraged in joining in zoom 
church services from all around the lower mountains - its messy and funny but deeply meaningful and 
beautiful. You see your church family in their living rooms, see kids causing havoc, see pets getting in the 
way, witness hilarious zoom mishaps and you get to hear from people in different houses in real time. 
Every time I have stepped out of a gathering like this I feel so so encouraged. So, we thought we would give 
it a go! It will be a normal service but the people leading us will do so from their homes. We will have 
worship, prayer, a message and something for the kids and don't worry if you aren't leading something you 
don't have to speak at all if you don't want to! If it works we may make it a monthly thing until lockdown is 
over (who knows!) 
It would be easy to put this in the too hard basket and decide right now not to join in but can I urge you to 
remember that we are a family and part of being a family is showing up for one another even when it's 
hard, tiring and maybe not our first choice. It would be great for us to commit to showing up for each other 
in this way now on zoom as that forms the pattern for how we will commit to showing up for one another 
when we have to reform the rhythm of meeting in person on a Sunday (oh man I hope that’s soon!) It 
would make my month to see everyone’s faces on this day so pop it in your diary (19th Sept!), get ready for 
more details and we hope to see you there! 
Praying these words of Paul for each of you this week fam: 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually 
ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the 
Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience,  and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For 
he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. - Colossians 1:9-13 

Grace and peace, Annie Hunter // Youth Pastor 
  
Online Church Service   
The lockdown is extended until the end of September. Our in-person church services continue to be 
suspended.  
This Sunday’s service will be available online from 10.30am on Sunday 29th August and will also be 
available for playback shortly after the service on our YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch


The link for this Sunday’s service:   https://youtu.be/h3yVulyf9jo 
Join us at 6pm on Sunday for an interactive service with a text-based conversation. 6pm stream can be 
found here: https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/ 
 
Kids Church at Home 
Please check our website for the weekly lesson and other links. 
https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 
 
J-Walk Youth 
JWalk Youth continues to meet online via Zoom. For more information, feel free to contact Annie Hunter 
on annie.hunter@springwoodbaptist.org.au 
 
Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: I have several important zoom meetings for Global Interaction during the next couple 
of weeks dealing with policies and strategy. Thanks for praying. 

From Kath W: Praise God for three days of a women's conference a couple of weeks ago. It was a gathering 
of a mixture of believers as they learnt about living as women of God. They had reminders from women of 
faith in the Bible like Sarah, Esther, Lydia, Deborah. It was a great encouragement for who were able to 
come along, there was more than twenty women gathered. It has been encouraging to see the different 
women from different backgrounds and cultures mix together and fellowship together.    

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya:  God has blessed our soil and Tendai’s green thumbs so that we have 
plenty of vegetables to continue to give to Idawewako (Home for the Elderly). We are excited to also be 
taking some of the youth from TCC to Idawewako to do some maintenance around the property, including 
clearing out gutters. It is great to be able to give this practical service in COVID safe ways and allow the 
youth to serve in this way. 

Fusion Blue Mountains:  
The weekend Fuse program usually gives local young people the chance to get together regularly, hangout, 
play games and do other activities. When the current Lockdown began in June, the team remained 
committed to supporting the young people coping with isolation. 
Their creative solution was to move the regular program to an online version, using a platform called 
Discord. Every Saturday night a group of up to 15 team and young people, enter the virtual “room” where 
they can voice chat and play games together. Very similar to their regularly scheduled program, just done 
from their own lounge rooms! 
The young people get to have some fun and value chatting in an accepting environment. They know our 
team genuinely cares. For some, it’s the only place they really get to be themselves.   
 
 
Afghanistan Crisis Appeal 
From Baptist World Aid:   
We are very humbled to have a Christian Partner who has decided to remain in Afghanistan and is 
committed to meeting the needs of those most vulnerable.  Through your financial gifts and as soon as it is 
practically possible, our Christian partner will be enabled to help displaced families at risk of starvation, 
keep families warm and sheltered in camps during the oncoming winter, and provide mobile emergency 
healthcare services, including maternal for newborns and their mother 
For more information, go to; https://baptistworldaid.org.au/appeals/afghanistan-crisis-appeal/ 
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Vaccination Help For Seniors 
Dr Kerry Chant, the state’s Chief Medical Officer, recently stated that 25% of seniors haven’t been 
vaccinated with some still requiring their second dose. This is a concern considering the greater 
vulnerability of people in this age group. 
If you are in this age group and require some assistance in understanding how to access vaccination or just 
need help with transport etc., our church is able to help. Noeleen Horswell has volunteered to coordinate 
assistance so give her a call if you need help on 0403 660 091. 
Drivers Required 
If others in the church are available to provide transport for medical or vaccination appointments, you can 
also contact Noeleen. We have confirmed with the Dept. of Health that providing of transport for 
vulnerable people falls within their exemption rules. We would like our drivers to be fully vaccinated 
themselves and to wear a mask while assisting. 
Thanks, Peter Melbourne 
 
Free On-line Domestic Violence Course 
Ridley College is currently offering a six-part certificate level course “Responding to Domestic Violence”. 
Due to the generosity of donors, this course is being offered for free. 
This course is a biblically informed and pastorally pro-active way that churches can be trained to recognize 
and respond to domestic and family violence. 
Domestic violence is a frequent problem in the community and a recent Anglican report courageously 
exposed the extent of domestic violence in the church. Miss-applied Christian doctrines around male 
headship and wife submission, 70x7 forgiveness, shame of marriage separation/divorce, can all add to the 
problems of DV within the church. 
Can I urge you to do this course as a “lockdown project. I’m going to do it and I hope many other males will 
as well. 
The link is: https://certificate.ridley.edu.au/courses/responding-to-domestic-and-family-violence 
From Peter Melbourne 
 
Australian Baptists Movement-Wide Prayer Gathering: Praying for Covid 
With the seemingly unending COVID crisis in Australia and around the world, God has put it on my heart to 
call all of us to pray together as one body of Australian Baptists. If you are a pastor, leader, or 
member/attender of one of the churches in our movement we invite you to this online prayer gathering 
where we can seek God together. 
Where:     Zoom (click here to register) 
Date:        Tuesday 31st August 2021 
Time:        7.45 pm – 8.30 pm 
Registrations are now open and you can register to attend our prayer gathering here.  
We encourage you to join us as we commit to spending time together in prayer for the COVID situation, 
and that His Kingdom come and His will be done in all that is before us.  
 
Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 
God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Ann, Annie, Peter, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   
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