
Church Connection 31st July 2022 
 

Dear church family, 
Last Sunday morning we took a survey to gauge responses to the experiment we’ve been conducting of a 
combined morning service. Sincere thanks to everyone who took part. From the 2 services we had a total 
of 77 responses handed in. (For those who took their forms home, I’m happy to look at your thoughts 
when I receive them.) Overall, 64 of the respondents had attended at least two of the 3 services. 
I was pleased to observe that the services were generally received in a positive light, with almost ½ of the 
people appreciating the opportunity to meet with other members of the church fellowship, with many 
expressing that specifically in terms of interacting with more of the Body of Christ or the Family of God. 
The presence of the children was greeted with enthusiasm by many. (And Wesley asked me to say ‘Thanks’ 
to his fan.) 
For almost as long as I’ve been in Church (all my life) the issue of music has been a point of contention, 
with personal preference usually the determining factor in what’s “good”. It was pleasing to see that while 
there were some such reflections, many people valued the effort made by the service leaders to try and 
cater to as wide a spectrum as possible (within the limits of a few songs each month.) And I was also 
delighted to sense the grace being shown as teething problems are worked through and a good balance is 
achieved with both the instruments used and the songs chosen. 
While I appreciate the suggestions (from several people) that the shared meal be brunch, I’m not sure it 
would hold support from too many others. The majority seem to prefer morning tea with an occasional 
lunch – or picnic in warmer weather.  
On reviewing the responses to the survey, the overwhelming desire seems to be that we continue both 
morning services, but once a month merge in the ‘combined’ morning service, followed by a morning tea 
to which your contributions are invited. The Pastoral Team are happy with the suggestion that every 3rd 
month we will have lunch (or a picnic) together. For Sunday 21st August, the Combined Service will be 
followed by morning tea, to which everyone is welcome. 
I also want to remind those who usually attend either the 4pm or 6pm services that you are welcome to 
this combined service. There are plenty of people who’d love to meet you or renew acquaintance over 
both worship and a cuppa. 
Stay Blessed, 
Phil G | Interim Senior Pastor 

 

In Person Church Services: 8.30am, 10.30am (with Kids Church), 4.00pm & 6.00pm  
This Sunday, we continue the series from the book of Nehemiah.  Steve Cooper is preaching at our services 

from Nehemiah 3:1-8 on the topic of “God’s Building Program”. 

Wearing a mask indoors is strongly recommended by NSW Health and if you are unwell or have symptoms, 

it’s best to stay home.   

 

Online Church  
Our 10.30am service will be live streamed this Sunday and will also be available for playback shortly after 

the service on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

The link for this Sunday’s service is:    https://youtu.be/Sau85tnDcW4 

Please note our 10.30am service on Sunday 14th August will NOT be live streamed due to limited number 

of volunteers. If you would like to volunteer, please contact one of the pastors or a service leader. Training 

will be provided.  
  

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp:   I received my Temporary Employment Permit (TEP) last Friday – just two hours before 

the immigration office closed for the weekend. The TEP is in Lusaka so I’ll have to go to the office there to 

have it installed in my passport on Tuesday 2nd Aug. I finish teaching here (Evangelical University) and will 
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spend the weekend in Kapiri catching up with the TOT students to encourage them in ministry. I head to 

Lusaka on Monday and to Harare on Wednesday. I'll have to mark the papers of students from here 

sometime in the next few days. Thank you for your prayers.  

Fusion Blue Mountains: Since the start of term, our teams have been struck with sickness, injury, loss and 

COVID, leaving us very short on volunteers at each of our brekky clubs. Please thank God for our amazing 

volunteers who have stepped up, often performing work of 2 or 3 people. And pray for healing for those of 

our team who are sick and injured.  

From Pauline Golder: I’m learning how to get around here. GPS and a Uber-type taxi is so much more 

advanced than where I used to live with limited public transport and negotiating with drivers. I also have a 

4G hotspot for internet, also different from past African experiences. 

I was able to meet with the workshop organisers on the Wednesday before the event … late but able to 

map out the training and work with their IT guy so feel much better prepared now.  

I followed up by meeting with the main theological accreditation organisation for French-speaking 

theological education. We discussed a possible collaboration in multiple countries in the year(s) to come to 

train theological and bible college teachers in conjunction with their professional development strategy, 

which is very encouraging. 

 

Men’s Brekky and Bible. 
The Blokes Big Brekky is on again this Saturday 30th July 2022 at 8:30am at church and online.   All men of 
all ages are welcome to join us to read God’s Word together, share and connect, and eat a delicious 
brekky. Contact Graeme Findley or Steve Krimmer for more info.  
 

From the Pastoral Search Committee  
Preparing for a new Senior Pastor - while searching for a Senior Pastor, our church can take deliberate 
steps to prepare for the coming of the person of God’s choosing.  
Personal preparation: Choose to cultivate closeness to God. Set apart a dedicated time to pray for the 
many people and ministries in our church. Practise spontaneous prayer while walking, commuting, waiting 
for appointments, doing mundane tasks … Get organised by listing the things you need to bring to God like 
family, church, work, friendships, community, the world, and make use of the church Prayer Notes. Follow 
the example of Jesus (Luke 6:12-16) - the more important the task He had to do, the more time He spent 
praying.  
Preparing with others: Pray with a friend or family member and add value to coffee times. Pray in home 
groups, with those you serve with in church activities or those you socialise with. See prayer as a primary 
part of church services - don’t just listen, make it your own. Pray for a surge in eagerness to pray among 
those who attend our church. This church has been at its best when much time is spent in corporate and 
private prayer. Pray for patience as we seek the will of God. 

 
50 years of Girls Brigade at SBC! 
Did you know that Springwood Girls' Brigade reached an amazing milestone in September last year? Girls' 

Brigade has been meeting at Springwood Baptist Church for more than 50 years now and we are hoping to 

celebrate our 51st birthday this September with the church family.   

There is presently a small, but enthusiastic, group of 12 girls coming to GB each week. We know that at 

various times the number of girls was closer to 80 and that means there are many, many people from our 

community who have been part of GB during these 50 years and we'd love to hear from you!  

Would you be willing to share your memories of GB by coming along to talk to us? Or perhaps you'd prefer 

to send us a letter or talk to the girls on the phone? We can even email you a few questions to answer if 

you wish.  



If you have fond memories of how God touched your life through GB, please contact Fiona Golder via email 

fiona.golder@girlsbrigade.org.au or let the church office know and I will contact you. 

 

Position Vacant-Children’s Ministry worker 
The ad for the Children’s worker position is now online. Please share this link: Springwood Baptist Church | 

Christian Jobs Australia with your contacts who might be interested.   

 

Men’s BaseCamp Mountains 
12-13 August 2022 | Katoomba Christian Convention 
An annual event for men to renew their strength in Christ. BaseCamp Mountains will feature open fires, 
great food, excellent Bible talks and opportunity to learn practical wisdom for living well as a Christian 
man.  A group of men from our church will be going. If you would like to know more details, click on this 
link  https://basecampmen.com/  or contact Graeme Findley.   

 

Women’s Ministry: OneLove Women’s Conference 
OneLove is a one-day event for all women to gather together under life changing preaching and enjoy 

fantastic fellowship. Whether you have been a Christian for many years or are still seeking answers about 

God, join us to be encouraged, refreshed and renewed for the journey ahead.  

Saturday 20th August, 9.30am-4.00pm. Organised by KCC at Sydney Town Hall. 

Grab your ticket online: https://onelovewomen.com/ or contact Skye Callan.  

We can all travel on the train together.  

 

Rosters 
We are still seeking volunteers in different services and ministries.  

If you would like to help out, you can sign-up on this link: https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office.   
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    
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