
Church Connection 3rd April 2022 
 

Hey everyone, 

Thanks so much for making last Sunday’s farewell service and lunch for Karen and Phil such a great time! It was a 

really fun day: good songs to sing, a great message from Phil, heartfelt and encouraging farewells from Jono and 

Gillian, gifts presented by Annie, there was even a worm-related award for Hendo. And then time to sit and eat and 

chat and say goodbye.  

So this will be our first Sunday without a senior pastor. I hope that doesn’t worry you too much, because I’m not 

worried. I have confidence in our pastoral team, our Elder Board, our ministry leaders, and in everyone who makes 

up our church! We are the body of Christ together, we are family, and I’m convinced that God is with us through this 

time of transition and beyond.  

We’re coming up to Easter very soon, so the next few weeks will be focussing on that significant part of our faith 

story. In term two we’ll launch a new series called "In This Family" where we’ll go back again to what it means to be 

family, to be followers and disciples of Jesus together. We’ll be developing LifeGroups, Kids Church, and JWalk youth 

resources so we can go through Term 2 together across some major ministries… I’m really looking forward to it! 

One final thing I wanted to mention - on Sunday after the service we’ll have a forum to discuss the idea of a 10am 

service that could intentionally merge the 10:30 and the 8:30 sometime in the future. The aim of this forum is to 

share the vision and to give you space to be heard - it’s not a one-way thing. This is the first of our public dialogues, 

not the last, and it isn’t the time or place for a decision to be made. If this vision is to come to fruition it will need to 

be owned by the vast majority of both services; it's not something that can be forced on you from "above".  

I know that this idea has caused concern for some people and has brought up past hurt that I wasn’t aware of. I’m 

really sorry if that’s you - it was never our intention! As always, please come and chat with me or anyone from the 

pastoral team if you have more concerns or questions! 

Cheers, 

Steve Callan | Associate Pastor  

 

In Person Church Service: 10.30am & 6.00pm 
This Sunday, 3rd April, Ned (one of our mission partners) will be sharing about her work. The 10.30am 

service will be streamed but will not be publicly available on our YouTube channel for security reasons.  

Kids Church and Little Treasures will run during our 10.30am service.    

Please come along to the 10.30am or 6.00pm services and support Ned. 

 

Open Forum 
Please join us this Sunday 3rd April after the 10.30am service for an Open forum to have a conversation 
about the potential for a 10am merged service. Steve Callan will share a bit of the vision and a potential 
way forward, but the main reason we're doing this is to create a safe space where people can share their 
thoughts, feelings, concerns, and hopes. Please come with open hearts and minds to what God wants us to 
do together as church!  

 

Easter Services 
Good Friday – 9am 

Easter Sunday – 10.30am & 6pm  

 

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: Give thanks for the TOT class in Kapiri Mposhi that concluded last week. Pray for the 

students as they attempt to do assessment activities before the next session in August.  

Another praise point: A number of years ago (about 2014) our church supplied funds for 2 motorbikes for 

Zambian leaders Joseph and Victor. I can report that both bikes are still in good running order and are used 



regularly by the men to visit village churches. Pray for Joseph and Victor in their responsibilities – they are 

regional pastors as well as pastors of their own church.  

At the moment I am working with Baptist Mission Australia on several key issues relating to ministry in the 

future. I would welcome prayer for wisdom in the meetings in coming days. 

From Ned: Give thanks for the upcoming opportunities to visit partners in the gospel and to share about 

what God has been doing over the past three years. 

Pray for God’s blessing on Kath W as she reconnects with her family, church, friends and supporters. Ask 

for times of spiritual renewal and refreshment and healthy recreation. Also, pray that Kath will have insight 

as to a new assignment.  

From Shayne Hamilton: Praise God for a great start to the year for our own kids. Pray for them to be a light 

in the places God has put them.   

 

Flood Appeal 
Last Sunday 27th March, we collected $2,706.20 for the Flood Appeal. Thank you for your generosity. The 
money will go towards the Baptist Churches of NSW & ACT Disaster Relief Fund. You can still give online 
using this link HERE   
 

Church Office 
The church office will be closed next week due to covid isolation rules. Mariel Weeks will be working from home. 

Feel free to ring Mariel on her mobile. Mark Mitchell will be in the office on Monday, Tuesday and Friday if you 

need something from the church. Steve Callan will also be around but the office will be unattended.  

 

Men’s Brekky – Easter Special!! 
The Blokes Big Brekky continues again this Saturday (2/4) at 8:30am with a ‘communion’ breakfast as we 
lead into the Easter period. All men of all ages are welcome to join us to read God’s Word together, share 
and connect, and eat a delicious brekky.  
Contact Graeme Findley or Steve Krimmer for more info or to register.  

 
SBC Women’s Ministry 
Join us as we watch a panel on “Reimagining Biblical Womanhood” followed by discussing our responses 
and sharing our questions afterwards.  Monday 4th April, 7:30pm at SBC. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact Skye Callan skyecallan@rocketmail.com  

 
First Tuesday Fellowship 
Tuesday April 5TH. The speaker at the First Tuesday Fellowship will be Stephen Downie, formerly Field 
Officer of the Pocket Testament League. While in Pakistan in 2018, Stephen was taken to a brick kiln by 
Pastor Arif who was setting up a school with Christian teachers for workers' children. Workers were forced 
to work for minimal wages to pay off debts. Some were there for decades and their children had to take on 
the debt. Stephen, with 4 friends set up Redeemer Ministries to provide funds to help them. First, they 
provided a medical van with a Christian doctor which also supplied food during the Covid crisis. Then the 
first family had their debt paid, employment found, a house rented and nurture from Pastor Arif's church. 
Today 86 families have been released, there are 4 medical vans, 33 schools and 50 young girls safely in 
sewing and literacy classes after fleeing forced marriages. God has blessed this ministry in the brick kilns 
but there are around 20,000 kilns. 
Everyone is welcome to come and hear Stephen's story in Pioneer Hall, morning tea at 10 am, meeting at 
10.30. 
 

NCLS Survey – last call 

https://nswactbaptists.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=446a0d67ff2415b96e8d33131&id=4802b90cc5&e=273022c826
mailto:skyecallan@rocketmail.com


After sending our forms back in February, NCLS contacted us to let us know us that we only had 111 
responses out of the 400 that we ordered. The low response rate may impact the quality of the results. 
They informed us that it is not too late to participate. You can still complete the survey online. Please use 

this link: attendersurvey.ncls.org.au  |  Use our church code: BA131800  

 

Food Containers in the church kitchen 
We seem to have collected a number of plastic and glass food containers in the church kitchen. If they 
belong to you, please collect them soon, uncollected items will be donated to Vinnies. 
 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office or 
contact us for something more convenient.  
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Steve C, Annie, Caitlyn, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    

https://attendersurvey.ncls.org.au/

