
Church Connection 5th February 2023 
 
Hi Church 

Our family has recently returned from a trip overseas where we had the opportunity to visit a number of 

different churches and cathedrals in different countries. It’s interesting being ‘the visitor’ in different 

churches, experiencing the welcoming, the unique or unusual traditions in each church service, the 

preaching, the style of worship, the fellowship after the services. Whilst we share the same faith as other 

Christian churches across the globe, as one body in Christ, our experiences of connection within our church 

families can vary. We experienced some churches that welcomed and connected with us so well that we 

had a small crowd of people around us at the end of the service, talking to our kids, inviting us to join them 

for morning tea. Other Churches, whist still sharing the same faith, were less active in welcoming and 

connecting, making it easy to just ‘attend’ rather than connect.   

Romans 15:7 (NIV) states “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God”. Other translations perhaps capture this better stating we should ‘welcome one another’ (ESV) or 

‘receive’ one another’ (KJV). 

When visitors come along to Springwood Baptist Church, they too will experience our welcoming, our 

unique or unusual traditions in each church service, our preaching, our styles of worship, the fellowship we 

have after the services and during the week. How well do we welcome and receive others? I am challenged 

that we could always do this better. So as we commence so many wonderful ministries this week and get 

‘busy’ in our work, our families, our ministries, let’s continue to be a church family who deeply desires to 

connect with each other well. Perhaps this week, you could consider how you might experience being ‘the 

visitor’ in our church family. How can you welcome and receive and connect with those who are new, or 

even those who attend but may feel unconnected? Not only is connection within our church family 

important for each other, but as Romans 15:7 says, we do this in order to bring praise to God.  

Steve Krimmer on behalf of the pastoral team 

 
This Sunday’s Church Services [8.30am, 10.30 am 4.00pm & 6pm] 
This Sunday 5th February, we start a new series on “Paul’s Big Prayers”. Phil Grebert will preach from 

Ephesians 1:15-23 on “Prayer for our Church”.  

Kids Church & Little Treasures resume this Sunday at the 10.30am service.  A reminder for parents that 

children will start in the service and join us in some praise before they to go to their activities. Please don’t 

forget to sign your children in.  

 

Last Sunday’s sermon at 10.30am by Pastor Phil is available on audio. Please contact the church office if 

you would like a copy.  

 

Livestream Update 
Having a service available online is a valuable resource, both to our SBC family who are unable to attend in 

person and for anyone checking out our church before visiting. We also need to look after our tech team, 

so, seeing as they all attend the evening service, we are going to trial recording the 6pm service through 

February. This means that the service will be available on YouTube from Monday morning, but won’t be 

livestreamed on the Sunday. We appreciate your understanding as we trial a different way and are keen to 

hear from those who are affected by the change. 

Our church YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

 

Mission Partners 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch


From Roger Kemp:  In our many years of ministry Barbara and I have learned to trust God in uncertain 

situations. We have realised that when we don't really understand what is going on, He does. I find myself 

in one of those situations right now. My attempts to get an appropriate visa for India (and there have been 

3 of them) have all failed - for reasons that I can't really understand. The upshot is that I'm in Zambia with 

flights to India and Manila, but unable to use them. The travel agent has been able to re-arrange my flights. 

So I will be staying in Zambia for another two weeks, then fly to Manila on 21st Feb for ReForma Board 

Meeting.  

On a much more positive note: The (2) meetings I had with CBAZ personnel over the weekend were 
wonderful. The outcome is that they have bought land and buildings in Kapiri and have engaged a 
contractor to start the building of classrooms. It was a meeting that showed the maturity of the church. 
There were differences of opinion for two major decisions, but with a spirit of cooperation and love once 
the decisions were made, the whole gathering rejoiced. It was something to behold. I'll be happy to spell it 
out further for anyone interested. CBAZ has applied on my behalf for a TEP (temporary employment 
permit) in Zambia. I just received confirmation that it will mostly likely be granted. If granted it will make it 
much easier for me to go and teach in Zambia for the next 12 months. 
I was able to present the CBAZ elder (Redson Chisenga) - who has engineered the details of the skills-
training program - with a new HP laptop computer. The computer was paid from the ZimZam/Assam cafe 
funds.  Redson and myself thank you! 

From Kath W: Praise God for getting most of my house finished, the builders finished off plastering the 

wall on Monday and flattening my yard so I can put a mat in the shade in the mornings. Pray for good 

language lessons this week. Pray for a lady I am visiting Wednesday that we can have conversations about 

the gospel. She is an only Arabic speaker even though she does come from the tribe here. Pray for a good 

balance between developing relationships in Arabic, French and Neem language. Pray for opportunities to 

spend time with people who only speak Neem language to help develop that language. Pray for God’s 

words as I give the bible at the women's group in French on Wednesday afternoon. 

From Nerida Gifford: It's such a privilege to meet on campus at UTS and to strive to share the good news 

of life in Jesus Christ, to teach and train students in their faith. We need our good God to be over all of this. 

Please pray for the first few weeks, as we meet together as a Credo group, and then as we go out to meet 

new people. Pray that we'd do all for the glory of Christ, keeping our eyes fixed on him.  

 
Update from the Pastoral Search Committee 
We thank our Lord Jesus and our church family for your prayer, love and practical support. A special thank 
you to those of you who have sent us emails of encouragement as well as your thoughts and 
recommendations. They have all been viewed and carefully considered.  
Whilst the process (as set out by the church) is a linear one, our journey hasn’t been. We previously shared 
with you the reality that fewer Baptist Bible college graduates are electing to become pastors, and that 
many pastors in their mid-thirties to mid-forties have changed vocation with many reverting to their 
secular professions/ trades while others have taken on new challenges in semi-related roles such as 
Academia, Administration, Management, Pastoral Supervision, Mission, Aid Agencies, Aged Care etc. We 
are confident God is working in the hearts and minds of His servants as they consider His plans for them 
and that we may need to consider different approaches. Further, this is not a Baptist anomaly, with other 
denominations experiencing the same attrition of Senior Pastors. While our culture is rapidly changing and 
is no doubt having an effect on churches and pastors, we are reminded God is the same yesterday, today 
and will be the same into the future.  
Our view is the obstacles presented to us are only that - obstacles; and we are confident the Holy Spirit will 
faithfully lead us to the Pastor of His choosing and also lead the right pastor to SBC. We have met with 
many well-informed friends from SBC, Pastors and previous Pastors – all have contributed significantly to 
our thinking and we thank them for their willingness to consult us on varying matters. We have advertised 
via the Baptist Association website (and extended the ad by a month due to the time of year) and received 



a few applications. We have also approached Senior Pastors based on recommendations. At present, we 
are speaking with a couple of interested pastors and will continue to build relationship with them as we 
(and they) discern God’s plans. For our part, we will continue to humble ourselves before God and seek His 
wisdom, discernment and leading with respect to SBC and our church’s own mid to long-term ministry.  
For now, we encourage you to partner with us by intentionally reading your bibles, meditating and praying 
for God’s direction – and that we would be obedient to His leading. Please also consider the attached 
“Covenant of Care” which is an extract from the “Managing the Call” document produced by the Baptist 
Association NSW/ ACT. We pray that this will help you prepare your hearts and minds for the Pastor God 
has chosen for SBC.  
Finally, please remember each of us in your prayers and continue communicating with us via our dedicated 
email address: psc@springwoodbaptist.org.au 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 4:6 
We will provide another update toward the end of February. 
In His Service, Margaret, Noeleen, Tim, Gillian, Leanne, Rod, Toby and Clive. (Pastoral Search Committee) 

 
Safe Church 
The Safe Church Team (SCT) now have a mobile phone. The number is 0402 574 681. This mobile is for you 

to use to contact the SCT. The mobile will now be the point of contact for members of the SCT instead of 

people contacting individual members of the SCT.  

If you wish to speak to one of the SCT members in private and in confidence, please leave your name and 

contact details when you ring the mobile and this information will be forwarded onto that person who will 

make contact with you. 

Everyone will still be required to complete a Safe Church Concerns Form when any issue requires further 

follow up. 

The SCT posters are currently being updated to reflect the SCT mobile number. 

 

CAMEO Stall  
Result from last Sunday stall plus donations $1500.00 

A further donation was received later of $1000.00. 

$2500.00 has now been forwarded and received by the orphanage.  

A great thanks to all who gave to the stall, made donations and purchased goods. 

Further fund raising will continue this year through our money boxes as the need for food is so great.  

 

First Tuesday Fellowship 
Tuesday February 7th - Stephen Downie (previously with Pocket Testament League) will be speaking about 

his work with Redeemer Ministries. Stephen, with his small group of supporters, has overseen the release 

and resettlement of 206 families enslaved through debt in the brick kilns of Pakistan, as well as the 

provision of Christian schools, mobile medical vans and women's literacy and sewing classes. All these are 

resulting in people coming to know Jesus.  Stephen's message is well-worth hearing.  Pioneer Hall - 

morning tea at 10 am, meeting at 10.30. Everyone is welcome. 

 
Ministry Opportunities for 2023 
Are you looking at serving our church this year? Click on this link  https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup  to see the 
list or sign-up. If there is nothing suitable from the list, please have a chat with the pastoral team where 
your gifting could be used.  
We have gaps in the following areas: 

mailto:psc@springwoodbaptist.org.au
https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup


• Adult leader for Kids club (so we have the leader-to-kids ratio requirement).  
 

Community Lunch 
The Community lunch run by the Winmalee Neighbourhood Centre at SBC will resume this Monday 6th 

February. From 11am in the main hall. Anyone is welcome. Gold coin donation for a 2-course meal.  

  

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office.   
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    


