
Church Connection 5th June 2022 
 

Hi Church  

Today is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate what is often referred to as the birth of the Christian 
Church. 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection and 10 days after His ascension, the disciples were waiting in 
Jerusalem as the Lord had instructed them. They gathered to pray, to wait and to encourage one another 
as they waited for Jesus’ promise to be fulfilled: the endowment of power to witness when the Holy Spirit 
was poured out on them.  
So it was that, as Acts 2 records, the Followers of Jesus were all together, in one place (possibly the temple 
forecourt?) united in their purpose and prayers, when the Holy Spirit came. We’re familiar with the way St 
Luke records the event for us: the sound of a mighty, rushing wind; what appeared as tongues of fire 
resting on them, and Peter’s emboldened response to the suggestions of public drunkenness so early in the 
morning, which resulted in thousands responding to the call to repent and believe in Christ. 
As I’m writing this, on Wednesday afternoon, I can hear the wind howling around and I can see the leaves 
being blown from the trees. On the news last night I saw evidence of its destructive power, with uprooted 
trees, damaged houses etc. Don’t we long for God to move with power in and through us as we live for 
Him – not just on Pentecost, but every day?  
Pentecost is a great time to pause and reflect: How much am I allowing the Holy Spirit to fill and use me? 
Or how much am I trying to do in my own strength? My human frailty or the inexhaustible power of the 
Lord Almighty? – Guess which one produces the lasing results for the Father’s glory. 
Blessings, 
Phil Grebert | Interim Senior Pastor 

 

In Person Church Services: 8.30am, 10.30am, 4.00pm & 6.00pm  
This Sunday, Kerry Melbourne is preaching at our services from Colossians 3:1-17 on the topic of “In This 

Family: We wear love”. You might like to come prepared and read the passage before Sunday. It is also 

Communion Sunday.  

Kids Church during the 10.30am service.   

Zimzam / Assam Café after the 6pm service. 

 

Online Church  
Our 10.30am service will be live streamed this Sunday and will also be available for playback shortly after 

the service on our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 

The link for this Sunday’s service is:   https://youtu.be/MWihC-PiE2U 

 

May Mission Month 
Thank you to everyone who contributed, offerings to date: $11,859.92. 

We are still accepting donations as we aim to reach our target of $20,000. Donations can be made through 

online giving (Ref: May Mission) or put it in a marked envelope in the offering box.     

 

Mission Partners 
From Roger Kemp: Thanks for your prayers for the trip to India. It has been a very worthwhile visit. The Re-
Forma meetings finished on Thursday. I’m arriving home Friday night. Pray for uneventful travel and 
adaption to the cold weather (after low 30s here). 

Pauline Golder is excited to have her tickets booked for her two trips to West Africa later this year. 

She will be teaching in 4 capital cities, and OCA will help with seminar expenses and her airfares. Further 

details will be in her next newsletter. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch
https://youtu.be/MWihC-PiE2U


She is hoping to invite Bible and theological college teachers she knows to attend the seminars, and for 

consultations about wider teaching in the area in the coming years and would appreciate help with funding 

their expenses of travel, accommodation and food. 

Date needed by 

to invite educator 

COSTS each total Number attending 

from outside 

1 July Lomé (Benin-Togo) attendee   $ 835.17   $ 1,670.34  2 

1 Oct Niamey (Niger) outside attendee   $ 268.65   $ 1,880.58  7 

15 Oct Ouagadougou (Burkina) attendees   $ 467.24   $ 4,672.38  10 

She will also have additional expenses to her ongoing living costs that remain constant in Australia covered 

by her support, such as internet use to keep up her other responsibilities, accommodation in Africa, and 

fees for conferences she will be attending to be in contact with local and international theologians. If you 

are interested in helping with her other costs during this trip, please contact her on 

pauline.golder@sim.org. 

From Ned: It's been an encouraging, joyful and fruitful season of visiting partner churches and catching up 

with individual partners over the last few months. I've really enjoyed getting around to a number of my 

partner churches and reconnecting with the church, Bible study/small groups and people. 

I'm really thankful to God for you, and these churches who have shown what our partnership in the gospel 

of our Lord means - by way of encouragement, support, prayer and care. It really is one of the great joys of 

serving, having this time to share and to hear from you. So thanks for making that possible. 

SWISH: It’s been a long road, but we now have SRE classes back up and running in all six local schools. 

Please give thanks for our return and pray that young people there would know that Jesus is king and 

saviour. Pray for more teachers, too — we have just enough to cover our classes, but we are stretched 

pretty thin.  

Please join us at SWISH Prayer meeting Thursday 9th June, 7.30-9.30pm at Springwood Baptist Church.  

 

Name Tags 
We have decided to bring back the name tags, to help Phil & Heather Grebert get to know the 

congregation.  Blank labels will be available on Sunday at the back of the church to put your own name on.  

 

Church office closed (due to power outage) 
The church office will be closed on Thursday 9th June due to another scheduled power outage on 

Macquarie Rd. The staff will be working from home that day. Creative Spaces and KYB will not be running 

that day. Some of the ladies from Creative Spaces will meet at Cherry Blossom Café in Springwood instead. 

If you would like to join them, please let Kath Temple know.  

 

First Tuesday Fellowship 
On June 7th the First Tuesday Fellowship will meet in Pioneer Hall at 2 pm. (Please note AFTERNOON, not 

morning). Our special guest will be Ned Gifford, one of our own. Everyone is welcome to come and hear 

Ned speak of her experiences in serving her Lord in Southeast Asia. There will also be a short (2 minute) 

video from Tob Houston in Mozambique and the latest news from Stephen Downie (Redeemer Ministries). 

 

J-Walk Camp 
J-Walk Camp 22 is coming and we cannot wait! After lockdown thwarting us two days before camp last 
year we are pumped to finally get to go away together again. Get ready for a weekend of big fun, worship, 
crazy adventures, good food, big questions, digging into God's word together, camp fire, free time fun and 
so much other goodness! 
We will be thinking together about what it means to be God's family so what a beautiful thing that we will 
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be able to go away as a family as we do that! 
We would love you to come along and with plenty of space and fun to be had we would love you to invite 
your friends to join us too! 
When: Friday 1st July - Sunday 3rd July 
Where: Kiah Ridge, Tahmoor 
Register here: https://bit.ly/JWalkCamp22 (Rego closes 17th June) 
 

COACH (Creating Opportunities and Casting Hope) 
Coach Mentoring Training Day | Saturday 25th June |9am-5pm | 175 Cranebrook Rd, Cranebrook 

If you are keen on serving in the community through mentoring of kids, youths, and families. The COACH 
mentoring programme will be running its 5th COACH Training in the region on the 25th of June 2022. 
Kindly register here https://forms.gle/F1F5GS3tMs3Jztn87 Thank you for purposefully choosing to be a 
friend with a purpose. Note: No training fee required. Contact Barbara Kent for more details. 
 

Women’s Event 
Saturday 25th June |6.15pm for a 7.00pm start at SBC 

Women’s evening and screening of Djäkamirr |Tickets $15 at the door 

For more details: Djäkamirr | Caretaker of Pregnancy and Birth | Documentary (birthingoncountry.com) 

Proceeds of the evening will go to Ruby Hammond Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

 

Rosters 
We are still seeking volunteers in different services and ministries.  

If you would like to help out, you can sign-up on this link: https://bit.ly/SBCMInSignup 

 

Offerings 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
The YTD average monthly giving is $45,965 which is a YTD shortfall in offerings of $20,175. 

The monthly budget is $50,000. 

Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash, there is an offering box at the back of the church. It can also be given at the Church Office.   
 

God bless you all and stay safe.  
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Annie, Caitlyn, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)    
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