
Church Connection 7th August 2020 
Hi everyone. I hope you are all doing well with dealing with these rather tense times we live in.  I want to 
fill you in on two big questions we are asked. How is the Church doing? And when will we be back holding 
meetings? 
Firstly we are doing OK. Offerings are a little down but still sufficing to keep us functioning. We are 
extremely grateful that people are faithful in a time when it would be easy to see only the risks in front of 
us economically. Our Life Groups are functioning to help people stay connected. Our pastoral care team is 
encouraged by the discovery that many people have set up phone calls and visits with others in a caring 
and natural response. Youth ministry is still fully active. We hope soon to move to a more organised system 
of “Church in someone else’s house“ and hopefully some ministries will be able to recommence before too 
long. 
The question of meetings is a vexed one. It has proved possible for smaller Churches to restart services but 
even this is a mixed picture. I attended a pastors’ gathering this week and there were two main situations. 
Churches like us that didn’t see a way to do this practically and also Churches who had started services but 
had closed them or were considering closing again. Apart from the limits of the 4 square meter rule (only 
55 at a time possible at Springwood), there is no mingling for catchup conversations allowed and now we 
are asked to wear masks. This makes conforming very difficult and we may see these restrictions for a 
considerable time yet. This is why we are looking to move to a more home-based model as it’s much easier 
to conform with smaller numbers in each home than the larger public space. 
This could make us wring our hands in despair. Or we could start to read our Bibles with new eyes as we 
see each letter in the New Testament written to Christians who only had homes to meet together in. There 
are some strengths to be discovered in this time I am sure. May God encourage each of you by his Spirit. 
Regards, Phil Waugh 
 
Online Church Service 
This Sunday’s service will be online at 9am on Sunday 9th August on our YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/SpringwoodBaptistChurch 
  
For an interactive service with a text-based conversation (greetings, questions, comments, etc),  join us on 
Sunday at 10.30am and/or 6pm at https://springwoodbaptist.online.church/   
After watching the video on Sunday at 10.30am, you can join us on Zoom for a great community vibe, see 
other people’s faces, hear their voices and talk to other people.  
10:30am Zoom: Phil Waugh is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting at the conclusion of the 10:30am 
broadcast. Use this link: https://zoom.us/j/6402227191. Meeting ID: 640 222 7191 
Join the 6pm crew on Zoom! https://zoom.us/j/450589561. Meeting ID: 450 589 561 
 
Church in Someone else’s home 
You may have heard that we are responding to this increased period of restrictions by encouraging folk to 
meet together in homes to view the Sunday service stream. It is much safer and more manageable to do 
this in groups of 10 or so rather than larger groups. 
We are still not ready to launch this until the current virus clusters in Sydney show some improvement. 
However, we would like to begin planning this for when we are more confident to proceed. We have a 
COVID SAFE PLAN available on our website https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/church-life/covid-safe-plan/ 

which includes instructions for host homes on how to do this safely. 
We are seeking for people to respond in one of two ways: 

1. Volunteer to host 
2. Volunteer to be hosted 

Many of our members are already doing one or the other and you might like to respond and let us know 

that so we have an idea of how many are involved as well. 

 
Mission Partners: 
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Assam, India: Please continue to pray for our partners in Assam as they help their community recover from 

the flood damage. 

Shayne Hamilton: Praise God that some of our online groups are beginning to make safe transitions back 

to face to face gatherings. Pray for wisdom and discernment in these transitions. 

Blue Mountains Fusion: The breakfast club in Winmalee High School resumed this term. Blaxland HS is still 

working though changes and Fusion is still finalising their Covid safe plan for that. Springwood HS 

unfortunately has decided they didn’t want to invite Fusion back. Springwood Breakfast club has been 

there for 18 years.  Please pray that God will continue to work in the hearts of the students of Springwood 

HS and that God will soften the hearts of the school’s leadership team to let breakfast club run again. 

From Caitlyn and Tendai Mutya:  With restrictions easing, we managed to start meeting as a church again. 

We hosted our monthly big Sunday at Chikanga, promoting it as a healing service as there had been many 

hurt relationships within the church prior years leading to much division. Our guest speaker who is also a 

potential replacement preached a very powerful sermon on forgiveness and reconciliation. Please pray for 

Pastor Mwasiya as he prays and considers serving at Chikanga Baptist Church.  

 

Kids Church 
Kids Church activities are available from our website:  
https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/ 

 

J-Walk Youth  

J-Walk will soon be meeting face to face in small groups in people’s homes. Please contact your pod 
leaders for more details. Feel free to get in touch with Annie (annie.hunter@springwoodbaptist.org.au) if 
you have any questions or concerns! 
 
Giving 
Average weekly offering (YTD): $11,690.73 / Budget: $12,798 
Thank you everyone for your faithful commitment to giving.  
Please remember that you can give online at BSB 032837 and Account 860172. If you want to continue to 
use cash it can be given at the Church Office or contact us for something more convenient.  
 
Help Keep SRE classes in schools 
The Daily Telegraph is running a poll on Scripture classes. To help keep Christian SRE (also known as 
Scripture Classes) in schools, vote now. The poll has been confusingly worded so please ensure you vote 
“NO” to keep Christian SRE. https://lp.christiansre.com.au/srepoll/ 
  
Be Slavery Free 
The Western Sydney-Blue Mountains group of Be Slavery Free is hosting an information session on Sunday 
23rd August at 2pm at the 20 Mile Hollow Café, Woodford 
 
 
God bless you all and stay safe. 
From the Pastoral Team (Phil, Steve C, Ann, Annie, Peter, Barbara, Mark, Mariel, Stephen K)   

https://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/connecting/childrens-ministry/kids-church-during-covid19/
mailto:annie.hunter@springwoodbaptist.org.au
https://lp.christiansre.com.au/srepoll/

