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Over the next five weeks, we will look at the book of Amos, focusing on how our spiritual walk with God 
affects our pursuit of righteous justice. How can we return to the basics of Christian devotion? How can 
we get back to the root of the faith?  
 
But this week, we will look at the historical background to this book. Amos lived in a remote town called 
Tekoa, about 16km south of Jerusalem, in the southern kingdom of Judah. He was both a shepherd and 
fig tree farmer. His ministry was possibly only 2-5 years long (somewhere between 760–755 BC) Amos 
was called by God to go to Bethel and announce warnings of judgment to the northern kingdom of Israel. 
Amos is one of a number of ‘eighth century prophets’. These prophets spoke in the time preceding the 
capture and exile of Israel in 722 BC, by Assyria. In 586 BC, Judah was captured and exiled to Babylon. 
 
READ: AMOS 1:1-2 
 
In Amos 1:1, we read that Amos started getting visions, two years before a major earthquake. Historians 
say this earthquake occurred in 760 BC and it is also mentioned in Zech 14:5, as having occurred during 
the reign of King Uzziah. Amos 1:1 also anchors Amos’ ministry to the reign of two kings:  

• Uzziah was king of the southern kingdom of Judah (783-742 BC, but he was co-regent with 
Amaziah and Jotham for part of this time) and  

• Jeroboam II, the son of Jehoash, was king of the northern kingdom of Israel. (coregent: 793-782 
BC, sole king: 782–753 BC). 

 
 Amos started receiving prophetic messages “in visions”. A question that Christians sometimes ask 

is: does God still speak to people in dreams and visions? Does God still speak in an audible way? 
If so, how do you listen for and discern God’s voice, in the midst of both busy and mundane days? 

 
When challenged by a priest at Bethel, Amos replied, “I’m not a professional prophet, and I was never 
trained to be one. I’m just a shepherd, and I take care of sycamore-fig trees.” (Amos 7:14) To leave his 
work and travel to Israel was costly and an act of faith. To speak God’s message was a dangerous calling.  
 

 Why would God want to use ordinary people with ordinary jobs, to speak up and speak out about 
the priorities of God? Shouldn’t that be the role of trained religious professionals? Is it ok for us to 
criticise national leaders if our nation is not responding appropriately to different issues?  

 

READ: 1 KINGS 12:20,25-33 
 
After the reign of Solomon ended in 930BC, Solomon’s kingdom divided into two. The first king in the 
northern kingdom was Jeroboam I, a.k.a. Jeroboam son of Nebat. (930-910 BC) In 1 Kings 12, we read 
that under his leadership, the northern tribes rebelled against Solomon’s son Rehoboam. To ‘shore up’ his 
power and financial base, Jeroboam I set up an alternative religious cult system, with shrines at Bethel 
and Dan, while the worship in the southern kingdom of Judah centred on Yahweh’s temple in Jerusalem.  
 

 Solomon had built the temple in Jerusalem. What things were ‘wrong’ about the worship/ religious 
cult in the northern kingdom, that Jeroboam I established? What was ‘wrong’ about the messages 
he gave to the people and his attitude in general? 

 

READ: 2 KINGS 14:23-29 
 
About 120 years after Jeroboam I died, his namesake, Jeroboam II, became king of Israel.  
 

 What do we learn from 2 Kings 14, about Jeroboam II and his leadership? Why is Jeroboam I 
mentioned in this passage?  

 

On page 3, is a timeline which charts the kings in the northern and southern kingdoms, from 931-586 BC.1 
 Look down through the timeline: 

o Highlight the names of Jeroboam II and Uzziah. What prophets were active during their 
reign? 
 

o When you look at the two columns with the title ‘start/end’, what does it tell you about the 
majority of the kings that followed Solomon? (ie: how they started and how they ended) 

 
o What does it say about the state of leadership and the spiritual climate in Israel and Judah 

over that period? 

                                                           
1 https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2017/07/updated-chart-of-israels-and-judahs-kings-and-prophets/ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2017/07/updated-chart-of-israels-and-judahs-kings-and-prophets/
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 According to 2 Kings 14:26-27, what state were the people in the northern kingdom of Israel in, 
when Jeroboam II became king? 

 

There are three interesting, possibly conflicting, things mentioned in this passage: 

• On one hand, Jeroboam II was put in place by God, to save the people from oppression by the 
surrounding nations. God used Jeroboam II, by military means, to ‘save’ them; 

• But Jeroboam also “did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. He refused to turn from the sins …”; 

• God chose to save his people, in this instance, because “the LORD had not said he would blot out 
the name of Israel completely”. God is consistent in what he says and what he does. 

 
 We live in an era where there is much ambivalence about the character of some of the leaders of 

different countries who have great power. Yet, in Rom 13:1-7, we’re told to submit to governing 
authorities, because “there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities 
that exist have been established by God.” Jeroboam I had established an alternative state religion 
and Jeroboam II kept that going. Should the people of the Northern Kingdom have submitted to 
the demands of these kings, to worship the calf idols at Bethel and Dan? Did they have a choice? 

 

 If God used Jeroboam II for his own purposes, was Jeroboam II therefore above God’s judgement? 
 

The Bible Project has produced the following 7-minute video which summarises what the book of Amos is 
all about. The poster for this clip is attached to this study as page https://thebibleproject.com/videos/amos/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGgWaPGpGz4&feature=youtu.be 
 

 As you watch this video clip, what words capture/ highlight the priorities of God and what God 
requires of us? 

 

David Hubbard provides the following introduction to the book of Amos.  
 Read through this summary and highlight all the issues that Amos addressed. 
 What issues are still relevant in 2019 in Australia? Is there much difference between 8th century 

Israel and 21st century Australia? 
 

     "The words of Amos burst upon the landscape of the Northern Kingdom, Israel, with all the terror 
and surprise of a lion’s roar. Though their main targets were the palaces of Samaria and the shrines 
at Bethel and Gilgal, the prophet’s words were to resound throughout Israel’s entire landscape 
leaving no part nor person unscathed. 

Abuse of power in the social realm and compromise with paganism in the religious were the two 
besetting sins which Amos denounced. At particular fault were the powerful, the landed, the wealthy 
and the influential, in short, the leadership, who had not only seduced the underprivileged from 
obedient worship of Yahweh, but had conscripted their lands, confiscated their goods, violated their 
women and cheated them in business along the way. The lion-like roar was a divine No, shouted 
through the prophet at every basic component of Israel’s political, social, economic and religious life. 

And the No carried overtones of finality. The divine Judge was to rap the gavel with a bang that 
would collapse both altar and palace. At stake were the survival of the ruling dynasty, the political 
perpetuity of the Northern Kingdom, the occupation of the land and the very lives of its citizens. Even 
more, at stake was the continuation of the covenant with its beginnings in the patriarchal periods, its 
powerful love demonstrated in the exodus, its specific structure revealed to Moses, its renewal in the 
days of Joshua’s conquest and its royal setting in David’s time. In five brief visions and a handful of 
short oracles, Amos saw and heard the end (cf. 8:2) of all of this and had no choice but to declare it 
(3:8; 7:15).”2 

 
THINK, SHARE & PRAY: Our culture embraces idolatry on many levels: worshipping money, land, goods, 
travel, power and popularity. The temptation then comes, to secure the things we worship, by any means 
possible. This can include abusing, cheating and taking advantage of others. Like Jeroboam I, we can 
push God from being the centre and focus of our worship and encourage others to do the same. To be 
people who have a prophetic voice in our generation, we firstly need to be people of integrity, to whom 
God can trust his message. Like Amos, we need to be faithful in tending what God had stewarded us with. 
Like Amos, we need to be constantly listening for and recording what God is saying to us, noting God’s 
priorities and the areas where God challenges and convicts us, both personally and corporately.  
 

 In what ways has God been challenging and convicting you recently? What things in our national 
conversation concern you? Take time to pray together about the things on your hearts. 

                                                           
2 Hubbard, D. A. (1989). Joel and Amos: an Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 25). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p89-90. 

https://thebibleproject.com/videos/amos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGgWaPGpGz4&feature=youtu.be
https://ref.ly/logosres/totc29joeus?ref=Page.p+89&off=44&ctx=+prophecy+of+Amos%EF%BB%BF1%0a~The+words+of+Amos+bu
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