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While working from home, I often listen to music or podcasts. Recently, I’ve discovered the Missioning 
Podcast produced by our denominational mission agency, Global Interaction.1 Occasionally, they interview 
someone we know, eg Deb (Noelene H’s sister) who works in Cambodia and Milard, a Morling classmate 
of ours, who works in Lebanon. In Episode 21, Milard shares ways that he seeks to build genuine 
relationships – whether it be in Lebanon or in ‘the Shire’ in Sydney – with a priority of ‘being about his 
Father’s business’ of making disciples. In one story, his wedding anniversary trip to a nice location – with 
a priority of spending quality time with his wife – took a turn when they befriended a couple whose marriage 
was on the verge of ending. After sharing with this couple, that they needed Jesus at the centre of their 
lives, the couple was initially sceptical. However, the Spirit was at work in the lives of this couple and they 
committed their lives to Christ. It was when this couple realised that the limitations of their own relationship, 
that they were open to inviting God into their lives and to become the centre of their marriage.   
GETTING STARTED: Phil referred to the writing of C.S. Lewis, who  

“spoke of an “inconsolable longing” in the human heart for “we know not what.” He described it as 
a “desire for our own far-off country . . . for something that has never actually appeared in our 
experience.” … this Sehnsucht as he called it – a German word translated as longing or yearning 
for something inexpressible – was a key factor in his Christian conversion.”2  

1/ What do you think St Augustine meant, when he said: ““Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our 
heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee.”3  
2/ Think of a time when you were dissatisfied with your life – and turned to God to meet your need – rather 
than trying to find satisfaction in other people and ‘things’? What (if anything) happened as a result? 
 

READ: 1 JOHN 2:12-17   

 What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 
 

 Phil made a comment about ‘Christian wowser-ism’, including the idea that our lives should be as 
spartan, tight-fisted and aesthetic as possible, as if this is the most God-honouring way to live our 
lives. In what ways is this attitude contrary to the idea of enjoying what God has given us and being 
generous to those around us.  
Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the 
joy of the LORD is your strength.” (Neh 8:10) 

 

 John Stott provides the following explanation of 1 John 2:12-14:  
“The author divides his readers into three groups, whom he names dear children, fathers and young 
men, and addresses each group twice. He is indicating not their physical ages, as some have thought, 
but stages in their spiritual development, for God’s family, like every human family, has members of 
differing maturity. … the same inclusive reference to all church members who are subsequently divided 
into two groups only, namely fathers and young men, the mature and the immature, corresponding to 
the familiar Pauline ‘babes in Christ’ and ‘mature in Christ’ (e.g. 1 Cor. 3:1; Col. 1:28, RSV). … Augustine 
(suggests) that they represent three different stages of spiritual pilgrimage. The dear children are those 
newborn in Christ. The young men are more developed Christians, strong and victorious in spiritual 
warfare; while the fathers possess the depth and stability of ripe Christian experience. … The repetition 
of the three groups and of the messages addressed to them, which if not the same are similar, is no 
doubt intended for emphasis.”4   
 What comments does John specifically make about the “little children”? What does he mean? 

 

 What comments does John specifically make about “fathers”? What does he mean? 
 

 What comments does John specifically make about “young men”? What does he mean? 

 
1 https://www.globalinteraction.org.au/resources/multimedia/podcast  
2 https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/longing-for-a-far-country-never-visited  
3 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/an-analysis-of-one-of-the-greatest-sentences-ever-written/  
4 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p100. 
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 John Piper, in A Hunger For God, writes: “… why did God create bread and design human beings 
to need it for life? He could have created life that has no need for food. He is God. He could have 
done it any way he pleased. Why bread? And why hunger and thirst? My answer is simple: He 
created bread so that we would have some of idea of what the Son of God is like when he says, “I 
am the bread of life” (John 6:35) And he created the rhythm of thirst and satisfaction so that we 
would have some idea of what faith in Christ is like when Jesus said, “He who believes in me shall 
never thirst” (John 6:35). … The more deeply you walk with Christ, the hungrier you get for Christ 
… the more homesick you get for heaven … the more you want “all the fullness of God” …If you 
don’t feel strong desires for the manifestation of the glory of God, it is not because you have drunk 
deeply and are satisfied. It is because you have nibbled so long at the table of the world. Your soul 
is stuffed with small things and there is no room for the great.”5  

 What does it mean to “taste and see that the LORD is good”? (Ps 34:8) What are some Bible 
passages that come to mind, which talk about us being invited to a banquet?  

 

 Reflect on the following verses from Ps 73. Do you desire God more than anyone or anything else? 
What things from the ‘table of the world’ do you ‘nibble on’, instead of the “bread of life”?  
Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire other than you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. (Ps 
73:25-26) 

 

 “John now turns to the principal exhortation of this section. Smalley suggests a symmetry connects 
this unit with the foregoing. 

 15   Love of the world  Love of the Father 
 16   comes from the world  comes from the Father 
 17   the world passes away the one who obeys God remains forever 

It is a warning. Two choices stand before everyone - even in the church: Either we love the Father or 
we love the world. Affirmations for John’s loyal followers (v12-14) now become warnings that they do 
not fall away into spiritual duplicity - parading spiritual things while the heart is possessed by the 
world.”6 
“The command not to love the world is grounded on two arguments; first, the incompatibility of love for 
the world and love for the Father (15–16) and secondly, the transience of the world as contrasted with 
the eternity of those who do God’s will (17).”7  
 Re-read these verses and reflect on the words: “love”, “world” and “life”. In the age of Covid, we 

are reminded how short and fleeting that life is. Think about: the world is “passing away” but God 
is “eternal”. How should that change the focus of what we want to ‘hang onto’, who/ what we love 
and how we spend our short time on this earth? 

 

 When talking about 1 John 2:16, Phil talked about the three worldly desires as being summed up 
as the desires to “do”, to “have” and to “be”. The “desire of the flesh” involves an unhealthy craving 
for pleasure that overtakes us, which perverts and corrupts our natural desires. The “lust of the 
eyes” is the desire for more possessions, which drives greed and selfishness, and becomes more 
important than having God. The “pride in riches” is the desire to have recognition, success, 
significance and excellence, but where our identity is wrapped up in our accomplishments, rather 
than living for God.  

 Which one of these is the greatest challenge for you? Why? 
 

 Reflect on the following verses about thanksgiving. It’s not easy to be ‘thankful’ in all circumstances, 
but it is important that we count our blessings and thank God for what we ‘do’ have, even if there 
are a lot of things that we don’t. How does an attitude of thanksgiving to God, change the orientation 
of our hearts and our view of life?   

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thess 5:16-18)  
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives[b] in him, 7 rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. (Col 2:6-7)  
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to 
the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 6 Shout aloud and 
sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is 12:3-6) 

 
5 Piper, J. (1997) A Hunger for God. Desiring God Through Fasting and Prayer. (Nottingham, UK: InterVarsity Press), p21-23. 
6 Burge, G. M. (1996). Letters of John. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p114. 
7 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. pp102-103. 
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