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Phil has told us that the book of 1 John provides three tests to ask ourselves, re whether we are Christians: 
1/ the doctrinal test – what do you believe? 2/ the ethical test – how do you live? And 3/ the relational test 
– who do you love? This week’s sermon focussed on the doctrinal test and, in particular, about the nature 
of Jesus being and his incarnation. When this letter was written, some people had started to deny that 
Jesus had “come in the flesh” (1 Jn 4:2-3). We hold that, when Jesus walked on this earth, that he was 
fully God (ie divine and that he did not leave behind his divinity when he left heaven), but also that he was 
fully human, so he lived out his life as a man, yet ‘without sin’. (2 Cor 5:21)  
GETTING STARTED: As we live through Covid lockdown, we crave for the things that are a normal part 
of human experience, including being able to spend time with family and friends, celebrate birthdays, etc. 
As one daughter is making wedding plans, she is tackling the challenge of not being able to plan – without 
any degree of certainty – an event that already has enough logistical aspects. What human experiences 
are you currently missing? Then consider, how might the daily lives of people in Afghanistan and/ or Haiti, 
have been thrown into chaos? What physical and emotional challenges might they be facing?    
 

READ: 1 JOHN 2:18-28   

 What did you notice/ what did you hear / what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 
 

 Jesus lived out his life during a time when the Romans occupied the land where he lived. On one 
hand, the Jewish religious system continued to operate. However, ordinary people also were 
dealing with a certain amount of systemic corruption, particularly when it came to tax-collecting. 
The people really craved for someone who would come and overthrow the Romans, freeing them 
from the tyranny that they lived with. Some religious and political leaders only maintained their 
political positions by collaborating with the Roman leaders and military forces. One group called 
the ‘zealots’ took it upon themselves to rebel against Roman rule and to engage in less then 
peaceful protests. Barabbas, who was freed so that Jesus could be crucified, had led an 
insurrection and committed murder. (Lk 23:19) Jesus would have fully experienced the feelings of 
injustice and the anger at systemic abuse – and we see that come through in his teachings, plus 
in the way he responded to people who were the most vulnerable in his society.   

 Phil’s first point was that – through Jesus, God shows us what he is like. He quoted NT Wright’s 
challenge, to ‘dare to shape your vision of God around the person of Jesus’. From reading the 
gospels, what are some things you have noted about: 

o The priorities of Jesus; 
o The way he treated people; 
o Who he spent time with; 
o How he spent his time: 
o What got him angry; 
o Other? 

What do these things tell us about God and God’s priorities? 
 

 Read John 14:8-14 (below). What was Jesus trying to tell us about himself?  
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because 
I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

 Phil talked about one spiritual seeker, who concluded that God is ultimately ‘unknowable’. 
However, God can only be known if God reveals himself to us. Read the following verses from 
John 17. What do they say about what we can know about God?  
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“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I 
have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me 

 

 Phil commented that ‘through the incarnation of Jesus, God invites us to be with him’. Jesus not 
only lived a perfect life, but he also rendered the perfect sacrifice to atone for our sins. While we 
were still sinners, Jesus died for us. (Rom 5:8) Phil referenced Psalm 85, where the Psalmist writes 
about God’s justice and perfect loved ‘kissed’. In one hand, God has pardoned the iniquity of his 
people. In the next, God shows his chesed – his faithful, covenant love and mercy to his people. 
Phil also mentioned Jn 3:16-21, where God ‘so loved’ the world, that he gave his only son.  

 What does it mean for you, that God has taken the initiative, to repair your broken relationship with 
God?  

 

 Phil’s third point is that ‘through the man Jesus, God made the world right with him’. He highlighted 
3 views of the world: 1/ that the physical world is an illusion, so physical actions in this world are 
meaningless; 2/ that the material world is bad, so we should withdraw from the world and its impacts 
on us; and 3/ that Jesus entered into the material world, with the aim of redeeming it and setting 
things right.   

 In what ways do you celebrate beauty and goodness in the world? Eg creation? Relationships? 
Food? Creativity?  

 

 What are some ways in which you are acting to seek to bring healing to the areas of brokenness 
in the world? Eg advocacy? Engaging in acts of kindness and hospitality? Through your work (eg 
health care providers, counsellors, etc – in facilitating healing and wellbeing?) 
 

 In Jeremiah 18, we see the picture of the potter and the clay. Even though the pottery seemed to 
be spoiled, the potter reworked it, to be something new. How have you seen God take aspects of 
your life that have been ‘broken’ – and rework those things, making them into something new?  
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there 
I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at 
his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked 
it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

 

 John Stott offers the following comments:   
“John … draws attention to the two safeguards which will protect his readers from being led astray. 
If they are to be guarded against error, two things must ‘remain’ in them, first the message 
which ‘you have heard from the beginning’ (24) and secondly ‘the anointing you received from 
him’ (27). … Christian theology is anchored not only to certain historical events, culminating in the 
saving career of Jesus, but to the authoritative apostolic witness to, and interpretation of, these 
events. The Christian can never weigh anchor and launch out into the deep of speculative thought. 
Nor can he forsake the primitive teaching of the apostles for subsequent human traditions. The 
apostolic testimony is directed essentially to the Son. That is why it will keep them true to 
him if they remain true to it. Moreover, they will remain in the Son and in the Father, in the 
sense of experiencing an intimate spiritual communion with both. To remain in God (or 
‘abide in’, RSV; Gk. menein) and to ‘have’ God (23) are virtually identical in meaning.”1  

 Two of the questions that Jesus posed to his disciples, was: “who do people say that I am?” and 
“who do you say that I am?” (Matt 16:13-16) Have you ever asked these questions to a ‘pre-
Christian’ friend, workmate or neighbour? What was their response?  

 
1 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. p116.  
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