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Welcome to our next series. This is based on the book ‘The God Questions: Exploring Life’s Great 
Questions About God.’ by Hal Seed and Dan Grider.1 Some of the study questions are drawn from the 
Study Guide in the back of that book. Over the next couple of weeks, we will explore 6 key questions that 
people have about the Christian faith: 

1. Is God Real? 
2. Is the Bible True? 
3. Do all Roads Lead to Heaven? 
4. How Can a Good God Allow Suffering? 
5. Which is Right: Evolution or Creation? 
6. What Happens When I Die? 

 
GETTING STARTED: If someone asked you the question, “How do you know that God is real?” or made 
a comment about your ‘imaginery friend’, how would you respond? Would you bother responding? How 
confident do you feel about responding to questions about your faith? 
 
READ: PSALM 19:1-14 and ROMANS 1:19-23 
 
In 1 Peter 3:15, we read that we should “Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you.” The word that Peter uses as ‘defence’ is the Greek 
word apologia, from which we get the English word ‘apology’. But, in this case, it is something that is similar 
to a legal defence, “a well-reasoned reply; a thought-out response to adequately address the issue(s) that 
is raised.”2 It is important that we learn to defend our faith, especially when people question whether our 
faith is rational and reasonable. The practice of defending our faith is called Christian apologetics: 

“In Acts 7, Stephen makes a defence before his accusers in Jerusalem. And several times in the 
book of Acts, Paul sets out a defence before his accusers, not only for his actions as he travelled 
the world preaching the gospel, but also a defence for the gospel itself. He wanted people to see 
the reasonableness for faith in Christ.”3 

 
This series is designed to provide us with some ways to respond to the six questions. 
 
REASON #1: THE UNIVERSE 
 

➢ Many of us have travelled to different places around the globe. What was one place that you 
stopped at and were just so amazed by what you saw and experienced? What was it that took your 
breath away? Eg Was it the sheer beauty? Was it the size and magnitude of the place?  
 

➢ Look back at Psalm 19:1-4. What aspects of the world / universe does the Psalmist specifically 
mention? What intricacies are evident in the design of each of these systems? Is it possible that 
these systems came into being, merely by chance? 
 

“In theology, general revelation, or natural revelation, refers to knowledge about God and spiritual matters, 
discovered through natural means, such as observation of nature, philosophy and reasoning.”4 

➢ In Ps 19:2, David said that the heavens “pour forth speech” and “reveal knowledge”. What do you 
think the Psalmist meant by these comments? 
 

➢ In Ps 19:4, the Psalmist said that it is as if the creation has “words”. How far do these words reach? 
 

➢ In Rom 1:20, what things do we learn about God from the universe and nature? In the verse, how 
long have people known these things about God? 
 

REASON #2: THE CREATOR 
 
In 1980, an African comedy movie was released called The Gods Must Be Crazy. The movie starts with a 
glass Coca-Cola bottle being thrown from an aircraft. It landed on the ground near a Kalihari bushman. 
His tribe had never seen anything like it before, but concluded that the ‘gods’ had sent this strange gift.  

➢ No one would dispute that someone originally designed and created a bottle and that it had a first 
cause. However, many people dispute that any one being caused or created the universe. Why? 

                                                           
1 Seed, H. & Grider, D. (2018) The God Questions. Exploring Life’s Great Questions About God. Rev. Ed. Colorado Springs, CO: Outreach Inc.  
2 https://biblehub.com/greek/627.htm  
3 Root, J. (14 June 2018) “What Are Christian Apologetics, and How Do They Relate to the Gospel Anyways?” Christianity Today.  
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2018/june/what-are-christian-apologetics-and-how-do-they-relate-to-go.html  
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_revelation  
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Between 1265-1274, Catholic priest, theologian and philosopher, Thomas Aquinas, wrote a book called 
Summa Theologiae. In this book he set out five arguments for the existence of God: the argument from 
metaphysical motion, the argument from efficient causation, the argument from contingency, the argument 
from degrees of being and the argument from final causality (or the teleological argument).5 
 
The argument from efficient causation is basically that everything has a first cause. It follows the following 
logic: 

1. There is an efficient cause for everything; nothing can be the efficient cause of itself. 
2. It is not possible to regress to infinity in efficient causes. 
3. To take away the cause is to take away the effect.  
4. If there be no first cause then there will be no others. 
5. Therefore, a First Cause exists (and this is God).6 

 
➢ Read Ps 102:25. What does this verse say about where the world came from? 

 

Christians are criticised for taking Gen 1-3 as a definitive scientific statement of ‘how’ the world came into 
being and using that to date the earth. Many scientists propound different scientific views and theories 
about the origin of the universe. Additionally, archaeological finds suggest that the earth is far older. OT 
scholars such as Gordan Wenham highlight that the creation narrative in Gen 1-3 is a direct attack on the 
worldview that was prevalent in Mesopotamia and Egypt at that time. Their creation myths involved a 
cosmic battle between the celestial beings. By contrast, the writer of Genesis argues that God made it all.  

“it seems that Gen 1–3 takes up ideas current in the ancient world and comments on them. Gen 1 
again affirms the unity of God over against the polytheisms current everywhere else in the ancient 
Near East. In particular it insists that the sun, moon, stars, and sea monsters - powerful deities 
according to pagan mythology - are merely creatures. It may well be that Gen 1:1, “God created 
the heavens and the earth,” is affirming the creation of matter over against the widely held view of 
the time that matter was eternal and that creation just involved the ordering of pre-existing matter. 
… Certainly, Genesis gives man a very different place in the created order from that given him by 
oriental mythology.”7 
 

➢ Few of us have science degrees. But many of us learnt the process of ‘scientific method’ in Year 7 
Science, which required us to construct a hypothesis, then test it by systematic observation, 
measurement, and experiment. Until a hypothesis can be proven, it remains a theory. Is it 
necessary for us to be able to ‘prove’ that God created the earth, in order to argue for it? 

 

REASON #3: OUR SENSE OF MORALITY 
 
Every culture has a moral code and defines behaviours in terms of right and wrong. One writer notes that 
you can learn a lot about the culture and worldview of a people, by finding out the sorts of things parents 
discipline their children for. We develop a conscience about ethics (eg lying, killing, etc), etiquette (eg “blow 
your nose” vs sniffing) and legal requirements (eg what side of the road do we drive on?) When we travel 
overseas, we have to be careful that we don’t break the laws or offend the local customs.  
 

➢ Read Rom 2:12-16. What did Paul mean when he said that the Gentiles “instinctively do what the 
law requires” even though they don’t “possess’ the law and that “what the law requires is written 
on their hearts, to which their own conscience also bears witness”?  
 

➢ Does that mean there’s some sort of universal moral code or moral standard? Eg: Are the moral 
requirements in Ex 20:1-17 (eg honour your parents, have a day off work each week, don’t murder, 
don’t lie, don’t steal, don’t commit adultery, don’t be jealous of your neighbour’s stuff, etc …) 
universal, across cultures? Why do we weight, regulate and penalise these differently? 
 

➢ To what extent does the existence of moral standards, point to the existence of a God who has 
given us those standards? 
 

REASON #4: JESUS 
 
Through his earthly life, Jesus demonstrated his miraculous power. So when John the Baptist’s disciples 
came and asked him, “are you the one (ie the prophet) who is to come …?”, he answered,  

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” (Luke 7:18-23)  

                                                           
5 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Ways_(Aquinas)  
6 https://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/cause.shtml  
7 Wenham, G. J. (1998). Genesis 1–15 (Vol. 1). Dallas, TX: Word, Incorporated. p xlix. 
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In John 13:13, Jesus said: “You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for that is what I am.” Jesus 
claimed to have the authority to forgive sins – and the religious authorities saw this as claiming authority 
that only God has. (Mark 2:2-12) When, at his trial, he was asked whether he was the messiah and saviour, 
he cited the book of Daniel, that he was “the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and 
‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” (Mark 14:61-65) The religious authorities, again, interpreted his words 
as claiming he was equal with God.  
 
Then, as Jesus hung on the cross, a series of terrifying events occurred:  

“Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.  At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his 
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when 
the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” (Matt 27:45-54) 

Jesus was buried in a tomb, guarded by soldiers, (Matt 27:65-66) closed up by a boulder (Matt 27:59,60) 
and with the seal of the imperial guard. (Matt 27:66)8 Yet within days, he had risen from the dead and over 
500 people witnessed that he was alive. (1 Cor 15:3-9) 
 

➢ What do you think was the most important thing about the life and death of Jesus, that points to 
both, Jesus being God ‘in the flesh’ and to the existence of God? 
 

➢ John Ortberg is quoted as saying: “If you were to think about the famous figures in world history 
and ask, at the moment that they died, who was least likely to succeed posthumously, Jesus would 
win in a landslide. So something amazing happened.” Kaal Faase asks: “How did this person Jesus 
have such influence? How did the followers of Jesus become such an influential group of people? 
Why did the life and teaching of Jesus fundamentally change the game of human history?” 9 

 

REASON #5: PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
If any of us were diagnosed with a terminal condition (eg a tumour on our brain), we would likely be referred 
to a medical specialist. Before we faced surgery, the surgeon would likely warn us that the surgery was 
risky and that there was no guarantee that the surgery would be successful. However, many of us would 
choose to undergo surgery, with the hope of buying more time with our families. We would put our trust in 
the hands of a surgeon and his professional skill. 
 
The Bible tells us that God knows us intricately (Ps 139) and even the hairs on our head are numbered. 
(Matt 10:30) In Ps 34:8, we’re invited to “taste and see that the LORD is good”, to reach out and trust God, 
in all circumstances of life. As different people – even from outside God’s chosen people – have reached 
out to the God of the Bible, they have discovered that God is good, that he is able to heal and able to save. 
Eg a foreign army commander called Naaman approached Elisha the Prophet and was cured from his 
leprosy. He then declared “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.” (2 Kings 5:15)  
 

➢ What is an experience that you have had in life, where the circumstances and/or outcome was 
totally beyond what you expected or would have been able to control? What do you put this down 
to? Was it fate? Chance? God? Something else?  

 
In Heb 11:1,6, we read “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. … 
And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” In Jer 29:11-14, God told his people:  

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear 
you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find 
me, says the LORD …” 

 
➢ If God is everywhere, what does it mean for us to “search” for God and for us to “find” him?  

 
SUMMARY: “To summarise this week’s readings: 

• A creation requires a creator; 

• An intelligent design requires an Intelligent Designer; 

• A sense of moral standards points to a Moral Standards Giver; 

• The evidence for Christ’s deity suggests there must be a deity; 

• My personal experience tells me there is a God who loves me.”10 

                                                           
8 https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_247.cfm  
9 Faase, K. (2017) Jesus The Game Changer. The Book of the Series. Sutherland, NSW: Olive Tree Media, 9-10. 
10 Seed, H. & Grider, D. (2018) The God Questions. Exploring Life’s Great Questions About God. Rev. Ed. Colorado Springs, CO: Outreach Inc. 36-27. 
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